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OUR GENERAL AGENT.

Mn Onaspres NiooL, Genoral Ai:gc for tho
Panvbxi nRIAN, 18 now in Weateru Outexio pushiog
the [nteroatz of this journal. We comunend him
0 the best offices of ministevs aud poople. Any
assistanco rendored him In Lis work will be token
by ws a8 a persounl kludnaes.

Presbyterian Year Book
oUT FOR 1877.

THIRD YEAR OF PUBLIGATION.

The Lordon Advertiser says:—' Wo have to ao-
knowledge receipt of THR PRESBYTRRIAN XEAR
Boox ¥on THE DOMINION 6F OANADA AND NEW.
FOUNDLAND, publshed by Mr. 0. Blackeit Robin
son, 102 Bay atroot, Toronto, and odited by Row
James Cameron, Chatswortin. Tho YEAR Book is
ably compiled and hundsowely priuted. It con-
taing a largs fund of information intoresting to
every Presbytorian, including the rules, formsof
P dure, and provisfoxal |’ ts adoptod
by tho last Genoral Assembly.”

Mailed. free of postage, to any address, on
receipt of the price, 25 cents.

¢, BLAOKRETT ROBINSON,
Toronto, Ont.

Special tc Subscribers.

Any Subsoriber sending us, during the
month of Fobruary, the name of 3 New Sub-
soriber, with the remittance, $2.00 for the
year, (his own subsoription not being in ar-
rear:) will receive a copy of tho ** Presbyterian
Year Book" for 1877, *‘Seeadvertisement of
same on soventh page of this paper.” The
new subgotiber will likewise besent a copy of
the* Presbyterian YearBook.” Wearemaking
this offc. with & view to increasing our list
of prepayine Subsoribers and trust to hear
from many in all parts of the country.

British Amevican Lreshytevian,
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1877.

OONG REGATIONAL SINGING.

It i gratifying to learn from u variety
of sources, that our Presbyterian ocongre.
gutions are becoming more and more alive
to the value an® influence of good muaic.
In most of our churches ohoirs have been
formed who are giving much heed to the
peience and art of musis, or congregational
practices have been organized in order to
render the praise of God in public in a
beeoming manner. The musical portion
of the servico is na longer trusted in a mere
bap-hazard way to the ignorant and inoom-
petent. Acourate sud skilful teachers of
music are in demand, and the prosveet is
that, instead of such choirs and congrega-
iions meeting for the purpose of rnnning
over the tunes that are to be employed on
the coming Sabbath, some degree of atten.
tion will now be given to the acgnirement
of & scientific knowledge of musie. The
plan hitherto adopted of gatting up & mo.
mentary excitement and enthusiasm on the
subjeet, which was deetined as quickly to
die away, is being disoarded. We are
taking hold of this maiter by the
right end, by carefully iraining the

young and rising generation, and
by making music a prominent fes.
ture of Sabbath sohool work. The

change {rom spasmdoio effort to system, is
producing marvellous results, and we may
reasonably entertain the expeotation of our
oountry becoming as musioal nz the Ger.
man people, and of the service of song in
the sanctuary stiaining a position worthy
of the noble snd wo have in view cf worship-
ping God in sincerity and in trath.

It is remarkable the change of senti.
ment which has beon produced in refer-
ence fo this question. Time was when it
was almoet impossible to introduce new
tunes, or to attempt improvemont, on the
gronnd of the danger of substituling forms
for worship. It was thought that o sing
in the coldesl manner, and to strip the
house of God of all ornament, was a sure
way to seoure true spirituality amongst
the people. From this there was the na.
tarsl reaction—the swinging of the penda-
Jum to the opposile extreme—of introdacing
choira ocomposed of the highest musieal
talent, and whose members, being those
who oould command large priees in
the cratoric and the ooncert, had eonse.
quently to ke paid emormous swms by
church man In tha United States m-
#il very reosnitly his method .15 carried Yo
sn sbeurd exiveme. There worein very
many of e chuteliok hired quarteties, who

T

weras «ngaged to do the xinging in s profes-
slonal manaer. Two ladion aud two
gentlemsp, dremsnd in  the newast
stylo, ocovpied 2 promivent plaoe o
the  organ  gallery.  Thele duty
was Lo render the olessionl musie for the
delectation of fastidivus ears, One wonld
siug » solo, and the ohornges would be
rendered by the fonr volees in combination.
The pesalms and hymna which followed
wore in comparison with the opening vol-
nutarios, aung ia & common placo manner,
ihe congregation perfunctorily listening to
the performance while it was going on.
In somo cases we allow, suoh ag the Ply.
mouth Chureh, Brooklyn, congrogaiional
singing is happily allied with that of the
prefessionals, and then of course $ha effoot
is grand, startling, and impregcive. But
gonerally wpeaking the people stood up o
listen and not to sing, and the performance
bscame positively nauseous to those who
had been kronght up to anothor way of
thinking, 8o complete a line of demaroa-
tion wag drawn betwoon the musieal pari
of the servico, and thoe devotional and eox-
posltory. that it wae no uncommon thing
for the swellish quurtette to leave their
placo during the latter, and ive have it
on tho boet anthority that the ohoir has
boen known to retire daring tho sermon
to the lesture room. Suoh a state of mat.
ters is only evil, and that as long s it
continues, and the wonder is that it is still
tolerated in some of ehurohes of auoh ejties
a8 New York and Brocklyn. When
we aro fold that in somse of theso $he
music cosis from three to six and eight
thousand dollars & year, we are tempted to
thinks that the minister in suoch & oaee
must cconpy only a secondary position,
In these eiroumstances, it is by no means
ceriain that the minister is very popular,
because his pews are all let and the aisles
are orowded, seeing that the multitude ave
attraoted by the musie and the spectacular
show.

Thera is a better way than this, and it
iz shownto be so from a namber of the
ohurches in the Biates having dismisse
ed their quartettes, and refurmed to
the simple plan of havinga precenter, and
generally an organist where an instrument
is msed. What is wanted, is that all the
people praise the Lord. The late vener.
able Dr. Muir of 8t. James, Glasgow, on
one oooasion exchanged pulpits with the
miuister of 8t, Enoch’s, where there was a
very artistio choir who kept all the musio
to themselves. Dr. Muir gave out the
hundredth Psalm, It was sung by the
choir, not one of the congregation joining.
The winister then rose and said, we have
heard the choir,let us now all join together
in worshipping God by singing the hun.
dredth Psalm. The dooctorled himself, and
never before was heard such singing by
the aristocratic congregation. Let us have
eongregationa! ainging by all means, and
in order fo have this, let those who can
sing use their voices. No matter though
the singing be not of the bist, let us have
volume., Instruotors can do something
with too much sound, but what can they do,
if there is not a cheep in the entire building.
You cannot regulate silence, but you ean
oontrol volume towards a spocifie end.
Bat conductors should be earcfal as to the
tunes they employ, aud as to the manuer
of rendering the music. We have seen a
whole congregation who were acous.
tomed to sing heartily, complotely par-
alized because the precentor started them
on something totally strange and anfamil-
iar. On the other hand, a congregation
woll sble to sing huvs beerr stopped by the
leader introducing new-fangled ideas into
thoe ordinary tunes. What a noble legaoy
of tunes, and psalms, and spiritual songs
we have, and it should be the aim and en-
deavor of every congrogation o have the
singing rendered heartily and yet iaste-
fully as an offaring of praise to the Loxd.

OONVENT SCHOOLS.

This is the age of liberalisw in religious
matters. * Seotarianism " is condemned
by populsr writers of every shade. The
Romish hisrarchy, ever the same as of old,
ever unchangiog in spirit and aim, but
most pliable and accommodating in the
matter of ways and maans, and always
watchfal to expose the bucketz of their own
mill-wheel to the ocurrent of popular
thought, are not slow fo avail them.
selves of this tendonoy. They preach liverale
ism, butit is to Protesianis that they preach
1. The very same spirit which they pre.
tend to admire so muoh in outsiders, they
atterly condemn and endeavor to crush
within their own pale. Witness the differ-
ence—the apparent opposition—~—between
the utterances of Bishop Bourget in Mont.
real and those of Archbishop Lynch in To.
ronto. The opposition is onlygpparent—
not raal. These two men ha¥ the same
objeot in view ; byt one was speaking to
Roman Oatholios while the other addressed
himeelf to Protestants. They all wish
Prolestauta to be as liberal and tolerant ag
pomible; they all desirs to havo Roman
Ostholies as sectarian as the ferrom of
supersiition oan make them. One grand
objeet of this. double-dealing is {0 induoe
profestants 1o senld’ thelr ohildren to the
¥ Qonvent Bohools "—léudly asveriing that

thelr sola objest is to giva *hem & good
edaontion, snd impudently denying any in.
tention of luterfering with their religion.
"Thess Inxiitutions wre now becoming pretty
numorons on this continent; sud many
Protestant parents, in $heir anxlety {o pro-
vide what thoy are lod to conaider the
higheat possible educatlon for their chil-
dren, aro, porlaps with some misgivings,
Induced to mond thom—sapscinlly thelr
daughtsrs-~io these placos. That the
pseado-guarrantso of non Interforonos with
tho religion of the papils is atterly worth-
loss and never was intended to be acted
upon, has been proved over aud over agein,
by the unorring loglo of events. A good
many people are awars—the priests know
it—ihat the mind of the pupil Is exceedingly
lizblo to bo pervorted through ountaot with
the wind of the teacker, even without any
intention of preselytizing on tho part ot tha
latter, Butwhen this natural procesa fails,
nnd the aonversion of the pupil would be
of any special advantage to tho ohureh,
tho priests axe quito prepared to omploy
1eans of & morn aggressive oharnoter, The
following paragraph gives an account of
tho latest examplo of thia sort by tyranry;
and wo just place it before our readers
without further commeont :—

“It seems that Miss Mary Jaskeon, a
young girl of eighieen, was placod In the
convent of Auleuil, near Parid, 8 year ago
by bher stop mother, who was & Roman
Oatholio, and was about to go to Hayti,
her native place. The young girl was heir
to a considerable fortuno, which, if she disd
before she ranohied twenty-three yesrs of
age, would pass to the step-mother. She
had been baptized in the Roman Catholic
faith, but had lived since infanecy with her
uncle &nd aunt, was a Protestant, and
regularly attended tho Protestant servioes.
But searcely had she been loft alons in the
convent before the nuns and the Mother.
Goneral, a8 Monsignor Capel oalls the prin-
oipnl, attempted her conversion. She re-
polled all their efforts, They prosceded to
use severity. Hor lotlors to her unole and
aunt were intsroopted. 8he wae restrained
of ber freedom and interoourse with her
irlends. 8o painfol were the meuns used
to change hor resolution that she attempt-
od to make her esocape from the convent,
but was seized and brought back, So deep
wag the mental distress produoced in her
exoitable nature by herisolation, the appar-
ent neglect of her friends, the persecutions
of her keapors, the nuns and the Mother.
General, that she twice attempted suioide.
Atlast, however, she yielded, and became
in name a Romsan Qatholic. But ehe now
fell into a sevare illuess; and when she
seemod near death, the Mother-General,
alarmed, wrote to her sunt, who came over
to find her still in danger,and pining in the
gloom of tho convont. The unoleand aunt,
with whom she had lived for many yeare,
applied to the French oocurts to release her
from the imprisonment in whioch she is
held by the Mother.Genaral. The oase has
been decided by the courts, always under
olerioal control, in favor of the convent,
and the nuns and the Mother-Ganoeral,
alded by Monsignor Oapel, a noted English
priest, have writien sovers letters o the
London Standard, dsnouncing the attempt
to enatch from them their helpless vietim.
In the meantime Miss Jackson remains »
prisoner, forbidden to see her friends, bit.
terly complaining to her aunt by secret
means that she has been forced to ohange
her religion, eager to escapeto England, but
held firmly in the grasp of theJesuits. Her
uncle atates *“that she ia dying,” that she 'is
being killed;” while nothing oan be more
insolent or daﬁant&m the tone of Monsig-

 nor Capel's lette The lonely, isolated,
porhaps dying gir: msg {o produoe in him
no emotion but that of rago and exultation.
She is eager to seek the friendly shelter of
her nucle’s home ; he is resolved to koep
her in a convent whose severily she has
sought to escape by two attempts at
suioide,

Binisters and Glinrches.

[Woe urgently solleit from Presbytery Clerks and
our roaders genorally, items for this department
of our paper, 10 a3 to mnke it & general epitome
of all local church news.] ¢

817. Anprew's Ogurcn, Berlin, realized
$211 by a recont bazaar.

Tas congregation of Florence and Dawn
have extended a ealled to Rev. W. C. Arm-
strong, probationer.

A uNaNmous oall has been extended by
the congregations of Kirkfield and Vie.
toriaville to Rev. D. D. MoLeunan, of
Luther.

Rev. J. 0. Becxerr, of Thamesville, de-
livered a lecture in the Presbyterian
Church, Dresden, on Tuesday evening, 10th
inst. Subjoot:—** A Visit to tho Uenten-
nial.”

Tae congregation of Viotoria Road Sia.
tion held their annual social mosting on
Thureday, the 1Sth inst. The programme
inoluded {ea and musio, with addresses by
Rev. Mensrs. Scott of Oambray, Paul of
Balsover, and Hastie of Lindsay.

“Tue Porl Stanley congregation recently
held a very successful tea moeting, . Now-
¢d the next evening by a children’s festi-
val. Noarly 385 was realized. It was
stated that the contribuiions of this con-
gregation during the past year averaged
$28 per family.

Tax Sabbath School Convention of the
‘Whitby Prosbylery was held in Oshawa on
Taesday, tha 80ih, and
81st ult. Mr. Jobn
President, and Mr, G. 1
Treas. A aumber of PN
oat S0 Sabbath sehiool |
diseussed. :

b apg ettt et gt ate Aot et} "y

Wisn ths consent of Frushytery, & di-
vision lira taken plsos in the oongregation
of Ruox Chmeh, Mount Forest, and tha
new oougrogation was urgamzed on Thars-
day, the 18th inst,, by Rev. Mosers, Baikie
and MoIntyre of Harriston, and Mr. Rsid,
of Ygromont, oldor.

‘'ar members and adberents of Kuoox
Ohwreli, Palmeretos, held & maeting on the
22n4 inst., at whioch 1t was desided $o glve
& oall to the Kov, B, W. Waites of Water-
down—siipend $800, At the same weet.
ing, Mr. Maxtin, precontor of Knox Ohuroh,
was prasentod with a handsomoe watoh and
obain,

Anour three huundrod porsons attended
tho annual ten mooting hetd on the 12th
inst. by the eongregation of Kuox Chureh,
Oro. Rov. Messrs, Fairbairn and Huteh-
inson sucoessively addreseod tho meoting
on the subjoot of Temporance, and Rov.
Mr. MoLioan, pastor of the Ohurch, follow-
od with a shor! address in Gnelic.

A MErTING of {he Juvenile Missionary
Soojety in connection with the Prosbyterian
Sabbath gohool, Sarnia, wae held in St.
Andrew’s Ghuroh thore on Thureday ovon.
ing, 18th inst. Tho overplus fands were
appropriated as follows ;:—EKnox Qollege,
$40; Home Mission, §50; Foreign Mission,
$40; Fronch Evangelization,gﬁw; Sunday
Sohiool Union, $10.

Tag firat public meeting of the Y.M.C.A.
of Colloge street Presbyterian Ohuroh was
held last Monday evening—Rov. A, Gilray
in the chair. There was a largoe attend.
anoce. Readings, sto., wore given by some
of the members, and the choir of the
Charoh rendered some solections of musio
in good style. Altogether an enjoyabls
evening was spent,

Ar the opening of the new Chureh, re.
cently built at Creemore, Rev. D J. Mac-
donnell, M.A,, BD., preached morning
and evening, and Rev. T. R. Reld, Metho-
dist minister of Avening, in the afternoon,
The attendanco at all these services was
very large. On the Monday following a
soiree was held, at which Rev. D. Mo-
Donald, M.A., was presentod with a hand.
some pulpit gown.

TaE anniveraary of the Sabbath sohool
at Oarlisle, under the pasioral charge of
the Rev, J. Rennie, was beld on the 10th
January. The report showed an inoreass
in the attendanoe, ete, A very interesting
conoert exercite on * Christ the Redeomer
of the World,” was given by the soholars;
also an exhibition of beautiful dissolving
views by Mossrs. Brown and Maddooks of
Parkhill, ’

A FEsTIVAL in connection with the Sab.
bath school of the Presbyterian Church,
Ailsa Oraig, was held on the evening of the
220d January. The Church was densely
crowded by the soholars and their friends,
A most eloguent and inetructive address
on ¢ What the Bunbeams Say,” was given
by the Rev. G. M. Milligan, of Toronto,
who is slwars & weleome visitor in these
parts.—Cox,

Txr ohildren of the Beaverton Sabbath
sohool epjoyed their annual social enter.
tainment Iately—Rev. E. H, Bauld, super-
intendent of the sohool, in the ohair. Ad-
dresses were delivered by Rav. John
Maonabb, pastor of the congregation, and
Rev. Mr, Patchell. The children seemed
to be very well eatlsfied both with the gual.
ity and the quantity of the eatables pro.
vided by the ladies of the congregation;
and the einging, well yendrred under the
loadership of Mossrs., W. McKay and W,
Ellie, was much enjoyed by old and young.

At Collingwood on the evening of Friday,
the 26th ull,—a fine moonlight night it
was—there was & happy gathering of some
throe hundred at the fes meeting iun eon.
neotion with Mr. Rodgers’ congregation,
Rev. Messrs. Mocdy and Ferguson deliv-
ored addresses; the tes and ascompani.
ments were exceedingly good; and excel-
lent musle was supplied by a choir under
the leadership of Mr, E. Thomson, The
children's festival was held on the following
Monday evening—a gathering if not so
large, fully as happy.

Ox Friday, the 12th inst.,, the annunal
soiree of the Petite Cote Sabbsth school,
Montreal, fornished to the little folks the
oceasion of & conaiderable amount of hsrm-
leas enjoyment., After tes, Mr. Graig, the
superintendent, took the chsir and gave a
eatisfactory report of the past year's work.
Suitable addresses wers then dslivered by
Rev. B. Campbell and Mr. Davidson. Two
prives, previously oompeted for by the
children, were presented : the first, a bsan-
tifal silver medal to Miss Maggie Drum.
mond, aud the second to Miss Jane Irving,

Tre Bev. Andrew Glendinning, (Iately
in Manitoba), wan inducted on Tuesday
Iast to the pastoral charge of Glenmorrls
congregation, in the Presbytery of Paris.
The Rev. W. M. Mariin, of Norwich,
presched from Galatisus vi. 14, The Rev.
D. D. Maolisod, of Paris, presided and ad.
droesed the minister, and the Rev, Jno.
Anderson, of Parls, the songregation, In
the eyening s social meeting was held to
weloois the new pastor, when addresses
were given-by ths above 'vmed ministers
sod others, The athendatee both during

the day sad eveming wae Iarge, the
Chsared betag Aited & reptetiony. ™

Tug aunosl mesting of Enox Ulvoh,
Hawilton, wes bLeld on Wedunerday eyen.
ing, tho 28rd nlt.—the newly inducted pas.
tut, the Rev. Dir. Jawer, prestding, It iy
gratifying to learn tnat notwithetanding
the very frylng cirourustauces cormected
with the paetorate of this congragation,
viz. . gicknosn and snbsequont deuth of thofy
late pastor, Hee. Mr. Rooueleon, and the
length of time 1t has been vaoant, that the
aunual staterasnt of the munaging conymite
tee shows & balanco in tho treasurer’s hands
of $2.47. The incomo being §4,042.47 ; ox.
penditare, §4,618.00.—~Cox.

Tur sunusl meoting of the Bathesda
Presbyterian Churoh was held on Thuraday,
18th January. At the cloge of tho meeting
Mr. .I. Kane, in the namo of tho covgrega-
tion, presented to the Rev. W. MacWilliam,
M.A., & very handsome aund valuable fur
ccab and a pafr of geuntlsts, Such evidence
of the contiuned loyal attachment of the
members of this Church to thelr pastor,
uftor more than thirtoon years of sexvice,
is highly oreditablo to the people, and oan-
not bat prove an encouragemoent to the
minister in hia work.—GOobourg World.

A BPECIAL missionary mesling was Intely
hold in Obalmers’ Chureh, Kingaton, in aid
of the Presbylerian mission at the village
of Morton. Mr. J. . Btuarl, the misslone
ory ab that place, reporied that he hud dis.
oovored about forfy familios there, the
heads of which had been brought np as
Presbyteriany, and would gladly receive
o minister of that denomination. They
subeoribed $600 fo build a church, axd it ig
oxpeoted that tho three congregations of
Kingston will furnish the balance of $400
necessary to do so, The oity olergymen
prosent at the moeting also delivered intox-
esting addrescos,

A VERY sucoessful tes mecting was held
in the Presbytorian Ohuroh, Thamesville,
on Tuesday, 80th January. The Chuxch
was filled to its utmost oapacity .and the
bost of order prevailed throughout. After
all had partaken of a bountifnl ropast, Mr,
Robert Forguson, Warden of the Connty of
Kent, was onlled to the chair, and intereat.
ing and instruotive addressey were given by
the Rev. J. Becket, pastor of the congrega~
tion, by Mr. Maddin, and by the Revs. D,
L. MoKeohnie, of Bothwell, and O. X,
Benson, (M. E.) of Thamesville, The
musio was under the direction of Mr, W,
Sherman, and was of the best quality.

Tax ohildren of Knox Chureh Sabbath
gohool, Guelph, had their annual soires on
Friday evening, the 10th ult, After paxe
taking of tea in the basement, they and &
large number of their parents and friends
adjourned to the Church, where the pro-
ceedings weve opened with devotional ex.
ercises by Rev. W. 8. Ball, the pastor, and
an address by Dr. MoGuire, superintend.
ent. The missionary contributions of the
ohildren were them voted ns follows:—
French Canadian Mission, $5; French
Evavgelization Society, $10; Home Mis.
sions, $15; Enox Oollege, $10; Foreign -
Missione, $10; German Mission, $7; re-
tained for the purposes of the school, $81,
Total, $91.58.

Dr. OaurerLy, of London was presented
by his congregation, Westminater, with s
very valuablo horse, not long since. This
is the second presentation he has received
ineide of six months from the sume people,
shortly befors havirg recsived a purse con.
{aining 868. Dr. Campbell himaself, we be-
lieve, claims & firm adherence to the
Church of Scotland; his congregation is
composed of, one-half belenging to the
Presbyterian Churoh in Oanads, one fourth
Church of England, and the other fourth
Baplists and Bible-Christiaus, and have
been workiug very harrioniously together
for two years. The Presbyteriaus are in
hopes of being able o establish a regular
station here soon, and make applioation for
reoognition.—Coxm. .

Tar Sabbaih school of Knox OChurch,
Stratford, recently held a very successtul
socisl. The evening was beautiful, and the
spacious leoture room was orowded with
the scholars and their friends, After tea
Mezsrg. Brown and Maddocks, of Parkhill,
enfor{ained the andience with their won-
derful Magie Launtern, showing seversl
very interosting and amunsing views whioh
kept the young folks in rapt applause the
whole evening. The prooceadings were in.
terapersed with music aud singing by a choir
of ohildren, under the leadership of their
kind and zealous superintendent, Mr. Jas.
Henderson. Notwithstwnding that the
scholars were admitied fres by licket, the-
doorkeeper collected $21.25 from the friends
of the school. The Sabbath sshool reports
240 names on the roll, a library of over 600
books, and $70 in the hands of the treasurer.

AT the annual missionary meeting of the
Avgus Presbyierlan Chatch, the Bev,
Thos. McKes was presented with a hand-
some far overcost, cap and gaunileis, by
the members of the songregation aud friends
of other denominations, as an expressior of
their attachment $0 him an their pasior
aud in appresiation of his untiring lebours
in the distriet. Mr. Cooper, one of the
elders, made the preseatation i a
nemt and appropriste spaseh. Also si '8
previons social gaihweing- goi-up by Abe




