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TRUTH.

ROYALTY ON THE MISSISSIPPI:

AS CHRONIOLED BY HUCKLEBHXRY FINN.,

BY MARK TWAIN.

{CONTINULD.)

Bﬁ and by the duke says:
“But the histrionic museis tho darling.
Have you ever trod the boards, Royslty 1"

*No,” says the klog.

‘“You shall, then, beforo you're threo days
older, Fallen Grandeur.” says the duke.
“The first good town we como to, wo'll hire
a hall and do the nword-ﬁght in ‘Richard
III. and the balcony scene in *‘Romeo and
Juliot.' How doos that strike you?”

“I'm in, up to the hub, for anything that
will pay, Bilgewater; bat you seo I don't
koow nothirg about play-act'n’, and hain't
ever seen much of it, I was too amall when
pap used to have ’em at the palace. Do you
reckon you can learn me?"

CDE“ l"

‘“ ight. I'm jist a.freez’n' for some-
t.hing{y , anyway, Leescommence, right
away,

So the duke he told him all about who
Romeo was, and who Juliet was, and said
ho was used to being Romeo, 80 the king
could be Juliet,

“But if Jaliet's such a young gal, Duke,
my pecled head and white whiskers is
goiﬁ' to look uncommon odd on her, may

“No, don't yon worry; these country
jakes won't ever think of that. DBesides,
you keaw, you'll be in costume, and that
make. all the difference in the world.
Juliet’s in a balcony enjoying the moonlight
before she goes to bed, and she’s got on her
night-gown snd her rufiled night-cap. Here
are the costumes for the parts.”

He got out two or threo curtain-calico
suits, which he said was meedyovil armor
for Richard III. and t'other chap, and &
long white cotton night-shirt and'a ruflled
night-cap to match. The king wassatisGed ;
80 the duke got out his book and read the
parts over in the most splendid spread-cagle
way, prancing areund and acting at the
same time, to show how it had got to be
done; then he give. thebook tothe king
and told him to get his part by hecart.

There was a little onehorse town about
three mile down the bend, and after dinner
the duke raid he had-ciphered out his idea
aboat how to run in daylight without it
baing dangersomie {or'Jim; so heallowed he
would go down to the townand fix that
thing. The king allowed he would go, too,
and sed if he coulan't strike sometbing. We
wais out of coffee, %0 Jim said I better go
along with them in the cance and get some.

When we got there, thers warn't nobody
stirring; stroets empty, aod perfectly dead
and still, like Sunday;. Wo Tound a sick
nigger sunning hivsbeif in & back yard, and
he said everybody that win’t tov young, or
too sick, ortoo old, was gone to camp-
ineeting, about two mile back in the woods.
The king got the directions, and allowed
he'd go and work that camp-meeting for 1l
it waa worth, aud I might go; too..

The duke said-what he was after wasa
printing-office, We found it—a littls bit
of a concern 4p over &_carpentor shop—car-

ntersand prioters alt gonie tothe meet-

g, and 0o doors Yock The duke shed
his coat and said he was all right now. So
me and the king lit out for the camp-mect-

ing.

%Vo. got there in about half an hour, fairly
drippicg, for it wasa most awful hot day.
There wasas much asa thousand people
there, from twenty mile «round. '.lgxo
woods was full of teams and wagons,hitched
evorywheres, fecding ont of tho wagon
troughs and stamping to keep off the flics.
‘Lhero was -sheds: made out -of poles and
roofed over with branches, where they had
lemonade and gingerbread to sell, and piles
of water-mclons and green com and such-
m:l,'h truck. 1n

e preach was golog on under the
same kand of sheds, ogly they was bigger
and held crowds of poople. o benches
‘was made out of ontaido alabs of logs, with
holes bored in the round side to drive aticks
into for legs. They gdidn’t bave no back
The proachers bad high ‘E}sﬁom to stan
oaatonoend of the sheds. The women
had on ‘wib-boimets;and some had ltey-
woolesy frocks. some w&m ones, and a
{ow of the ydung'ouss had on calico.  Some

but justa tow-linen shirt. Some of the
old women was knitting, and somo of the
youag folks was courting on the sly.

The first ehed wo come to, the preacher
was lining out a hymn, He lined out two
lines, everybody sung it, and it was kind of
grand to hear it, there was a0 many of them
and they dono it in aucha rousing way ;
then be lined out two more for them to
sing~and 8o on. The people woke up
more and more, and sung louder and louder;
and towsrds the c¢nd some begun to groan,
and some begun to shout. Then the preachor
begun to preach, and begun in carnest, too;
and went weaving firat to ono side of tho
latform and then the other, and then a-
caning down over the front of it, with his
arms and his boiﬁ going all the time, and
shouting his words out with "l his might.
You couldn’t make out wh:  “he preacher
said, any more, on account« be shouttng
and crying. Folks got up, overywheres in
the crowd, and worked their way, just by
main strength, to the inourners’ bench,
wilh tears rushing down their faces; and
when all the ruoumers had fot up there to
the front benches in a crowd, they aung,
and shonted, and flung themselves down on
the atraw, just crazy and wild,

Well, the first Iknowed, the king got
a-golng; and you could hear himover every-
boddz; and noxt he went a-charging upon
%o the platform, and the preacher he begged
him to speak to the people, and he done it.
He told them ho was a pirato—been a pirate
for thirty years, out in the Indian Ocear,
and his crew was thinned out considerable,
last spring, in a fight, and he was homc
now, to take out some freah men: an
thanics too goodness ho'd been robbed last
night, and put ashore off of a steamboat
without a cent, and he was glad of it, it

t5 him, because he was a changed man now,
and happy for the first time in his ii...; and
poor as he was, he was going to stary right
off and work his way back to the indian
Occan and put in the rest of his life trying
to turn tho pirates into the true path; for
he conld do it better than anybody else,
helng acquainted with all the pirate crews
in thatocean; and though it would take
him a long time to get there without monoy,
he would get there anyway, and every tm.

“Don’t you thank me, doun’t you give me 10
credit; it all belongs to thom dear people
in Pokeville camp-meeting, natural brot! us
and benafacters of the race—and that d- .r
preacher there, tho truest friend a pirals
ever had 1"

And then he busted into tears, and 20 did
evcrybody, Then somcbody sings out,
“Tako up a collection for him, takeup a
collection 1’ Well, a half a dozen nwdea
inmp to do it, but somebody sings out,

‘Let him pass the bat sround!” Then
everybody aaid it, the preacher too,

So the king went all through the crowd
with his hat, awabbing his‘cyes, and bless-
iog the people and praising them and thank-
ing them for being so good to the T
pirates away off there; and he was invited
to stay a week ; and every body wanted him
to live in their houses, and said that they'd
think it was an honor ; but he said as this
was the last dayof the camp-mecting ho
couldn't do no good, and besides ho was in
a sweat to get to the Indian Ocean right off
and go to work on the pirates.

When wo got back to the raft and he
come to count up, he found ho had collected
eighty-suven dollars and soventy-five cents,
Ang then ho had fetched away a three-gal:
fon jug of whisky, too, that he found under
s wagon when wo was starting homothrough
the woods. Tho king said, take it all
around, it Iald over any day he'd ever put
in in the missionarying line, He szaid it
wara't no use talking, hoathens don’t
amaunt to shucks, alongside of pirates, to
work & camp-meeting with,

Tho duke was thipking Ae'd been doing
gretty well, till the king come to show up,

ut after that he didn't think a0 much.
He bad set up and printed offtwo littls jobs
for farmers in that printing-office—horse
bills—and took the money, four Jollars.

of the young men was barefooted, and somo
of the ohildren didn't have any clothes on

- SN —

And he had got in ten dollan’ worth of ad.

d | tere couldn’t bono tronble abont running

was tho blessedest thing that over happene? i

ho convinced a pirate he would say to bl -

hawould put infor four dollars if they
would pay in advance—so they done it
The price of the paper was two dollars &

ear, but he took in three subscriptions for
{llf s dollar apiece on condition of them
payiog him in advanco; they were goinito

ay in cord-wood and onions, as usual, but
Ee said he had just bought the concern and
knocked down the prico as low as he could
afford it, and was going to run it for cash,
i1a set up a little plece of poetry, which ho
made himself out of his own head—threo
verses—kind of swoet and saddish—the
name of it was, ‘‘Yes, crush, cold world,
this breaking heart”—and he left that all
act up and ready to print in tho paper, and
didn’t charge nothing for it.  Waell, he took
in nive dollsrs and a balf, and said he'd
done a pretty square day's work for it.
Then he shcwed us another little job he'd
printed and hadn't charged for, becauso it
was for us, It had a picture of a runaway
nigger, with a bundlo on a stick, over his
ahoulder, and ¢'8200 reward” under it. The
reading was all about Jim, and just de.
scribad him to a dot. It said he run away
from St. Jacques' plaantation, forty mile
below Now Orleans, 1ast winter, and likely
went north, and whoever would catch him
and send him back, he could have the re-
ward and expenses.

“Now," says the duke, ““afterto-nigtt we
can run in the daytime if we want to.
Whenover we see anybody coming, we can
tio Jim band and foot with a rope, and lay
him in the wigwam snd show this hand-bill
and say we captured him up the river, and
were to0 poor to travel on a steamboat, so
we got this little raft on credit from our
friends and are going down to get the re.
ward. Hmdcuﬂsno and chains would look
still better on Jim, butit wouldn't go well
with the atory of us being a0 r. Too
much like jewelry. Ropes are the correct
thing—wemust preserve tho unities, as we
say on the "

Ve all said the duke was pretty smart,and

deytime. We judged we could make miles
enough that night to get out of the reach of
the é)ow-wow wo reckoned the duke’s work
in the printing-office was going to mak.e in
that little town—thsn we could boom right
along.

Wo laid low and keptstill, and never
shoved out till nearly ten o’clock ; then we
slid by, pretty wide away from _the towsn,
and didn’t hoist our lantern till we was
clear out of sight of it.

When Jim called me to take the watch at
four in the morning ho says:

“Huck, does you reck’n we gwyne to run
mzost any mo’ kings on dis trip?”

*'No,” I says, *“I reckon not.”

“Well,"” saya he, “dat’s allrightden, I
doan’ mine one cr two kings, but dat’s
enough. Dis onc’s powerful drunk, en de
duke ain't mach better.”

It was after eun-up now, but we went
right on, and didn’t tioup. The king and
the duke turned out by and by, looking
Emtty rusty ; but after they'd jumped over-

ourd and took & swim, it chippered them
up a good deal. After breakfast the king
he took a seat on & corner of the raft, an
Enllcd off his boots and rolled up his

ritches, and let his legs dangle in the
water, 80 as to bo comfortable, and lit his

ipe, aud went to getting his ‘‘Romeo and

uliet” by heart. When he had got it
pretty good, bim and tho duke begun to
practice it, The duke made him sigh, and

ut his hand on his heart, and aftér a while

o said he done it protty well; *‘only,” be
8aYS, “Eou muatn’t bellow out Romeo / that
way, like a bull—you must say it soft, and
sick, and languishy, s30—R-0-0-mco! that is
theidos; for Juliet’s a dear sweot mere
child ofa girl, you know, and sho don't
bray liko o jackass.”

Well, next they got outa couple of long
swords that tho duke madcout of oak laths,
and begun to practice the sword-fight—the
duke called himself Richard III.; and the
way they Iaid on a.d pranced around tho
raft was grand to sce. But by and by the
king trippcd and fell overboard, and after
that they took a rest.

Tho first chance w&got. tho duke ho had
somo show-bills printed ; and after that, for
two or threo days, as wo floated along, the
raft was a most uncommon lively placo, for
thero warn’t nothing but awor -Eﬁh@ng
and rehearsing—as tho duke called it—
going onall tho time. Onc morning, when
wo was pretty well down tho State of Ar-
kansaw, wo camo in aight of a little onc-
horso town in a big bend; 8o wo tied up

the mouth of a crick which was shut in like
a tunnel by the cypress-trecs, and all of us
but Jim took tho canoo and went down
thero to sco if thero was any chauco in that
placo for our show. .

We struck it mighty lucky ; thero was
going to bo a circus there that afteinoon,

and the country people was already beyin

ning to come in, in all kinds of old shackly
wagons and on hordes. The circus world
leave beforo night, so our show would hare
» pretty good chance. ‘Aho duke ho hind
tho court house, and we went around and
stuck up our bills, They read liko this:

*Shaksporcan Rovival ' { !
Wonderful Attraction !
For One Night Only !
The world-renowned tragedians,
David Garrick tho Younger, of Drury Lane
Theater, London, and
Edmund Kean the Elder, of tho Royal Hay
market Theater, Whitechapel, Pudding
Lane, Piccadilly, London, and the
Royal Continental Theaters, in
their sublime Shakspor
can Spectacle,
entitled
The Balcony Sceno
ia
Romeo and Juliet ! !!
ROMEO. v evivrenierninersnss Mr. Garnck,
Juliet.ovvs viiiinenenennse «.Mr. Kean,

Ansisted by the whole strength of the
company !
Now costumes, new sceunery, new appoint-
ments !
Also:

The thrilling, masterly, and Dblood curdliog
Broad-sword conflict
In Richard 11I, ¢ !}
Richard IH...........oc...Mr. Garrick
Richmond......... ...... Mr. Kean
Also
(by special request);
Hamlet’s Immortal Soliloquy ¢!
By the Illustrions Kean'!
Done by bim 300 consccutive nightsin Pais!
Fer Cne Night Only,

On account of imperative Earvpean engage:
ments!

Admission 25¢ 3 children and servante, 16

Then wo vient loafing avound the town.
Tho yewres and bouses wero most all old
shackly, dried-up frame concerns that haan't
cver been painted; they were sct up three
or tour foot above ground on stilts, so aste
be out of reach of the water when the river
was overflowed.

Al the atores was along ono strect. They
had white domestic awnings in front, and
the country peoplo hitchad their horses 0
the awning-posts. There was empty 43
goods beges undet tho awnings, ant Toafers
Toostiny on them all day long, whittliog the
with ~helr Barlow knives, and chawiog tor
baceo, snd gaping and yawning and streteh:
ing— mighty ornery lot.

(Y0 DE CONTINUED.)
——— e B P
Eolipzes.

During 1885 there will bo four cclipses,
two of tho sun and two of tho moon. The
first will bo an annalar cclipsc of the sun oo
March 16. Tho moon will como letween
us and the sun and will cut off all its light
except a narrow ring, which will oppest
about the circumferenco of tho dark flfe
of themoon. In Pittaburg tho cclipse vng
bo visible as a partial one.  Tho secod
cclipac will bo a partial one of the moon 00
March 29, but will Lo invisiblo at Pittsburs:
Tho event of the yoar will bo a total ccll}g
of the sun, visible only in tho South Pacd
ocoan. On the 23rd of Scptember thert
will be a partial eclipso of tho moon,
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