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OVER-PRESURE 1IN SCiIOOLS.
The subjeet of ovei'.prosstiio in sehools,

espc('ial ly, in il1(' cloinen tàry sclîools, is
just rnow reoiving 21 go(odd(e.a ofatteition
i n IEnlhni, and il, eOriTmission id enqu iry
is nrg.(et IîY mlii cal a nd oUi cl.i' ou î'n «ils.
I n 8''toIntio, (lie I-iicet is being
i uvosti.ga tod, anîd i t is t'ciî good
01011i (>1 atten tioni ini ote bei(oUfl ties ili
Eiiopo and1 iu th UTni ted Staites. The
selioci elîildi'en i n Canada, with the
1p simA Od ucational 'tnare quite as
likoly to Sutfir from ovrj'sîieas the
5<31)001 oildren in any othci' -otiiiti-.
Statisties of ove 1pesuî are dîffrilnt to
ebtatin. ffarîy ar'e of' opinion, howvvei,
that rnueh injuî'y is boing inflictod in oui'
publie, sohools in thiis country by tho
indiseri mînata competive systeni, wmith
its multitudineus subjets of' study, long
honnis arnd homo lessons, and thit it is
hjh imue soinetluing- woi'e beingr donc to
ýcek the iinevitile and nieî'asing ovii.

Ili IEngland somne mnonlus ago the
Pi'esideiit of' the Edîîe.-tion Depariitîinit
i nvi ted Dr. G'rieh ton 13r-ovne, a plvica
of ominience there, to visit sone of the
pubiic olementary sehools in London in
eoinpany with) one of lier Majosty's
Inspectors, Mr. 1Fît-li, and Io favor- himr
wl ti an opinion (IL their w~orkiî<g fi'or a
sarlîtaî'y point of View. P)r. I3rownie, as it
lia,. beeti ,;a-id, w'as "I to blcss but camoe
ba.kz to c Hs." e i'cported strouqgly
agaîflst the present systemMrn. Insl)ectot'
Fiteh bhas beoîi tî'yim.g to takec he sting
out of DJr. roîosreport and a warmii
coontiovcr-sý lias beon tho i'usuit. The
Inispeetor, it appears, oîîlY acmaie
Dr. l3rowno to à ,inall. proportion of flic
si'hools visited by the latter', ýand is noti iri
a position to tiiii'13 question tlie doctor's
sualom en ts. Ti'' Lon don illedical Times
(of' Il Oct. i, st.) in an editorial on Il the
proeq , .4' tho e c' »es' question,"
asserts I t ;s now mor-e than ever %cear
fr'ontitlh. (-()ltîoc thiat furthor inves-
tigatio>n iliould tic iriad by tho Govorra-
m'l.nt on tLis inaLter, and should any
çç.-rol)or,«tton of this contention bo asked

for i t na ho found in the great cotsonstièa
of' iedival opinion sli:Nwn in the corro-
spjn(iieo' OUe'e'pîesu w'hîch bas1
recontlY a1 )peal'd in u ci coluruins. he
letters wve have received on this Subjoot,
-['( r Qeti 1l00 I''e Iionii bills, i-oei)reson tilug
l<>' thie înost part' the imrpr'essions rec.oived
direcdly froliu experielîce, anîd by 110
ineans <'o)nclisioîîs dî'awn fi'on flhets
chseî'ved with :11)3 pie'oiei'd jout of'
eriqiriy. The Seeipiiias vhio halve
~ald ress:ed t hemnsel ves direet-ly, to th o
question nt issue, ail of theni on tho
:ictivo staffs of etir bospitals foir eidren,
arc (>f opýinionl tuaL cases of ehoî'ei ln its
varions degres, frcqueîit lieadach es, and
disturbod sloop, ar*e often te be attributed
to overwork lit sohool; and it mnust
tindoubtedly bc inferred, thougth it inay
flot bo possible withi the data a.t. prescrit
at commnand to demonstrate o clusively
the evidotîco oft'atal or' permanient offeots

ot'ovr-s'holîgthat the c'ilS î'osultiig
tlloîeef'oli are of sufficiont; magnitude and
freqiieney to, iiire.,t ti attention cf' thmie
wIîc :îdîinister thflticdeatîioit code."'

Ono of -the hi-ries' coî'respondonts
reforred to in the abovo extract, Dr'.
Surgeq, of London, physiciani to tho
hospital for Sick cblîdreni, Iv Il "it is
only upon the mnost direct evideonce thiat
these 'ornmon cornplaiîits of elidr-en:
and cspccially of London eildren, arc to
ho put to the charge of' Wivht is ealled.
ovei'-pi'essuiie. And assîîredly sncbi direA~
ovidenie is not wanting. Instanees of
n erlvous i njury fri- o ver sechool iijg aire,
1 amn persuaded, fair frein infreo*uenit, --ind
t-bey aire Il of one pattcrn , girls stiffoi ing
lu far' ha-ger proportion than boys. Lt
tho initial cause o biar lesýsons, or
tessons which, without being, 1' rd, are te
bc loaruit at borne, w'lîeo homlo, as a
matter of faet, is not a place suitablo foi'
study, but is put to flhr other uises ; or' let
it bo tho feai' of piiinisliiment or flue excite-
mont of conipetition iii sehool oxamin-

tinthe offect is bî'oken and uneasy
sleep disturbed by visions of senis and
spelling, loss of spir'it and appetito, and
presently geleî'al failir of hea.lthi. And
it is vory cuirions,$ as -%vell as voî'y pitiable,
te notice how sympterns liko, these, once
started, are kept going, se te ',peak, of'
thernselves, Ohlilcýrçn so afractOd pro


