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1 think the Greek philosopher saw the glitter of the golden rnan-
acles and would wvarn us, if we value freedomi, to set our affections on
other things than gold.

This national characteristie, disinclination to invest in miedical se-
curities, is, perhaps, due to, various things. It is partly due to, ignor-
ance, to an incapacity of appreciating scientifie teaching, to a liesitation
in trusting the expert opinion of Science-for wvhich, pcrhiaps, Science
hierself is somnewhat to blaine. It is flot entirely the fault of avarice.
WhIen our people are convinced that any measure is for the public weal,
they are generally willing to aid. And I may perhaps draw attention
bere to the fact that the flrst public sanitarium for tuberculosis, the
first in Canada erected as a Go",erninent wvork, is now in operation in
Rentville in this Province.

But, as a rule, therc is great difficulty in inducingy corporations
and niunicipalities to expend a reasonable sui in carrying.out the de-
tails of a public health systeni-to pay the water supply, drainage, sewv-
erage, i-emoval of-garbage, disinfection. It is not too much to, say that
apathy in regard to questions of public health is a national characteristic.

Like the Sybil xvitb lier precious scrolls, Hygeia cornes to Dei-nos,
and Denios %vill not buy..

And the yearly tale of death and disease preventable by sanitary
mecasures, increases, and perhaps the only effectuai clarion to rouse the
indifferent wvill be--as it bias been before in the wvorld's history a
pestilence.

Possibly if the public could se the mere financial loss incurred b)y
preventable disease, the loss of timie, the inefficiency of wvorkers, the
increaised rates to rnaintain the fainilies wvho have lost the bread-winner,
thev would be îvilling to give more to the Health Departnient.

There is a feature of our public life wvhicli I think may fairly be
described as a national characteristic, and that is our tolerance if not
encouragement of quackery. I iiention it bere because I wisli to point
out the great injustice of this to our profession.

The youth wvho aspires to the practice of rnedicine is required by
the laws of bis country to undergo a certain course of study, tedious
and expensive. Fec lias to, pass certain exarninations and give proof
of famniliarity wvith the requiremients of bis profession. He lias to, satisfy
the .authorities as to the integrity of his mioral character before lie is
allowed to, begin practice. And now se liim, enibarking on the prac-
tice of bis profession. From his wvindow hie ses the apothecary's shop,
and knows that for one patient who bias gone thiere to have a prescription
fillcd, a dozen go to buy somne proprietary niedicine. He buys the niorning
paper and finds one-tenth to one-fifth of the space for whîicli lie pays taken
up with the advertisernents of nostrunis, often wvith testinionials signed by
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