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point of view, for although the doctrine of fatty em ithe axilla, 102 F. with the left pleural sac complete-

bolism lias been anniounced in the course of lec- ly filied, with wvhat I supposed to be pus, owing to
tures of Professors Vulpian and Charcot it did not the marked bulging of the intercostal spaces. The

appear to us up to the present time, to have attract- following day I met Dr. Austin Flint in consul-
cd sufficiently the attention of the iedical world. tation, and lie confirmed the above diagnosis. I

operated on the 29th of Nov. using compressed
nitrous.oxide gas as an anæsthetic, adninistered

PARACENTESIS THORACIS IN SUPPUR- by niy dental friend M. S. Beebe. The incision

ATIVE PLEURITIS - 'NITROUS-OX- was imade with a sLalpel in the eighth intercostal

IDE GAS AS AN AN.ESTIIETIC.' space, a little posterior to the axillary line, drawing
off about one quart of thick laudable pus, wlen the

BY WELLINGTON N. CAMPnELL, M.D., NEW YORK. patient becoming exceedingly weak, and feeling a

Late Iue Physician and Surgeon of the 99th1 St. I losntal sense of suffokation, I vas forced to desist. I closed
Late Astanit-Sanitary Inspector to the Board of the wound with adiesive plaster, and gave stinu-

Ilcalth, and Attending Physician to the
New Vork an-1 Northern Dis. lants. On the folluving day (Nov. 30) I drew off

pensaries. the remainder, whiclh consisted of une pint. There

The patient stites tliat while exposed to the vi- was little, if any odur frum the pus. I continîued

cissitudes of the weitler during the sumnier of to sustiin hin by a fluid nutritive diet, toncs, and
1868, he was attacked withl acute pleuritis on the stimulants. le continued to have an occasional

left side, for which lie was treated in the usual mai chill and nuturnal peràpirations, but they grad-
ner. 'he acute symptoms subuided in a short ually subsided by removng the pus twice daily and

time; htt he realized that lie did not breathe as cleansing the cavity by injections (through a flex-

perfectly as before the attack, owing to existing ible catheter) of a weak solution of permanganate

trouble on that side, and lie was annoyed by a per of potasl,which also served as an excellent deodor-
sistent li-cking cniugli. During the fall of 186 9 izer, and prevented excoriation of the wound by
he lad several attacks of lemoptysis, but still con- acrid secretions. He lad constitutional syphilis,
tinued at his occupation which was that of a pri- and there remained as a sequence clhronic nasal
vate detertive. During the fall of 1371 lie haid catarrh. The syphilitic cachexia probably acted as
afio-her attrick of leioptysis, a little more severe a predisposing cause, by which the acute was
than the preceding one, which alarned hii very transformed into the suppurative furm of pleuîritis.
muchi: but which ciuîsed hini no particular incon- He improved gradually and commeunced taking ex-
vein,înce. In the suimer of 1872, lie perceived by ercise about his roomn on the 15 th of Dec., and
digitai examination that his heart was displaced to went :ut on the street for the first time on the
the right, and he vas still annoyed by a dry, short, 24th, after which lie took out door exercise daily,
hacking cough, with mucous expectoration, for and eventually went on duty. The heart hîad re-

%y11 ichne c(fltci a physician, who gave him a
cough mixture and cod-liver oil, alternated with
mineral tonics, which lie continued to take. I
visited him for the first time on the 1 5 th of Nov.
r876, and found himn very rnuch ernaciated, and
suffering froni a persistent cough, acconipanied with
a thin, glairy mucous expectoration, recurrent chills,
hectic paroxysms, marked febrile mîovenents, and
profuse nocturnal perspirations, and in fact lie bore
an exact counterpart, in appearance, to one suffer-
ing froni the last stage of consuiption. On ex-
anination I found the apex beat of the heart under
the riglt nipple, d ininished in intensity and in-

*creased in frequency. Pulse at the wrist 120

per minute, small and compressible; ternperature in

turnea to that extent that the apex beat was feit in
the ensiform triangle. The cardiac pulsations were
less intense, but more frequent tlan normal, owing
to pericardial adhesions, and its unfavorable po-
sition. The vesicular murmur and resonance were
about normal over the whîole of the posterior, but
were heard with diminished intensity over the upper
anterior portion of the lung. Still lie complained
of but little difficulty in breathing, except uponî
taking undue exercise. The latter part of Feb..

1877, he went to Washington, on official duty (con-
trary to advice) feeling tolerably conifortable. The
discharge at this date amounted to about one
ounce daily, consisting niostly of serum. I in-
structed him to remove the oakum daily (which was
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