264 MISCELLANEOUS

The surgeon is not the kind of man this complaint would make
the world Dbelieve him. He is the havdest-worked and most
unselfish of men; ever ready to do charity, night and day, and
bestowing the same dev oted shill and aitention upon the suffer-
g puor as upoen the rich. .\ gquotation from * The Making of
a \I..m " well illustrates this: © The great French surgeon, \I
Bourdon, was sent for one day to pcliurm a critical operation
upen Cardinal Du Bois, the Prime Minister under the old
monarehy. You mnst not eapeet, siry” remarked the Cardinal
upoun the surgeon’s entrance, © to ireat me in the same rongh
wanver in which you treat the poor miserable wretehes at your
hospital of the Hotel Dien.” Ay lord, replicd Bourdon,
proudly, ¢ every one of these miserable wretehes, as Your Emin-
enee Is pleased o eall them, is o Prime Minister inmy eyves” ™

The pussession of greal wealih undoubtedly earrvies with it
heavy obligations, and every man should expeet to pay aceord-
ing to his ability.  The ]cudl fee is graded according to the
sum Involved. or the value of the lll)(‘ll\ or life |mp.ndx/cd
Why should not the samne prineiple obtain in medicine ?

One of our foremost Americn surgeons has said: @ The
fixing of a fee correetly s a talent which is either horn in a
man, or only learned after long expu ricnee.  The doctor should
(end(.‘nm 1o aseertain the patient's cirenmstances. He can thus
be in a position, knowing as he does the gravity of the opera-
tion or its triviality, to say what the operation is worih, io the
patient.  The doctor is necessarily the better judge of the two,
as he can tell fairly well the value of both these factors, while
the patient cannot be well trasied to estimate the severity of
an operation, about which he is, and must remain, more or less
ignorant.  When we see what the prices ave in other callings,
such as law and business, T think we ean safely conelude that
the profession as a whole is not overpaid. T think there are
in every eity men who take a purely commereial view of their
work, who make work, and do other unprofessional acis, but
they get found ont sooner or later, and get their pay in kind.”

There is practically Jittde difference in the size of the fees
asked by the same elass of men in Englaud and Awmeriea. The
usual chamber consultation fee in Tondon is two guineas, and
capital operations cosi from (wenty gnineas to ihe thousands,
according to the gravity of the case and the cirenmsiances of
the patient. Consultation on the Riviera, which necessitates
several days of abzence, is nsually four hundred guineas.

Office consnltation in our large cities ranges from five to
twenty dollars. Consultations ont of the ciiles involving an
absence of half a day, range from once hundred to two hundrel



