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" Remarks on‘Educétzon.. ‘

of the impolitic and mischievous, and therefore unwise,
growing practice of legislating separately for the two
great component lel:lOﬂS of the same British Province,
'—as if -inhabited by races of uterly mecmclleable
hiahits, feelings, and principles.
It being entirely out of our power to quotc at length

the vatious arguments adduced by Dr. M. against the
introduction _ of * District Superiniendents in Lower
- Canada.—we would have preferred referring our readers
to the Report itself; but as that might be considered un-
"just to fits writer, we trust they will rest s atxsﬁed with
the following brief disjointed extracts.

#10th. Of all the fuults of the present School law which have
been announced by its oppanents, that provision which constitutes
only one Superintendent of Education is, according to them, the
greatest. © But the law, uew. and imperfect as it otherwise i is, like
its predecessurs, operates generally weil under the administration
of only ouc Superintendent.- In the Lower Provinees, and jin
several of the United States, where nulhmv is spared in provxdmu
for the education of the children of the penple, and where the
people are so prosperous, the general working of the School Law

* Is entrusted to a single Superinfendent for each State.

*There are, it is true, twenty-two Superintendents of Educa-
tion in. Upper Canuda, whose. salarics are paid by a speeial tes
‘levied ‘for this purpose upon the inhabitunts by the Mumc:pql
Councils. But the inkabitants of Upper Cunada, live on a
soil and in a climate much more Tavorable for agriculturel pur-
pnses, are rich in comparison to those of Lotver (':mada and yet
they complain of this provision in “their law; and their, Commtm
School Act does not work better there tbtm ours docs /m ¢, al-
though they have no pohlzcal aspirants lo decry the law for tlze
‘sake of gaining pa;:u‘arzty with the m/:abztants v o

And again, continues Dr. M. :—

“ With regard to thxs, 11‘ I consultcd my pcrsonal mterest. I
should w:llmwly agree to the appointment of a Superintendent for
cach County, or at least for each Judicial District, as proposed,
because the duties they would have to nerform would tend greatly
1o lighten the work and responsihility of the Superintendent.n-

. chief. But there are general interests whxch I haw no right to
. sacrifice 1o any particular interest.
+ « Tt would be” absolutely necessary that these ‘Supermtcndents
‘should, as in Upper Cunada, be indemnified for-their  disburse-
ments and travelling expenses, and paid for their time and trouble,
by means of. an additional tax to, be: levied on’ our poor countrv
‘people. © And onc or two things would happen ; either we must
“allow & tolerably handsome sum, to ensure the services of cducat-
ed, fit and zealous men, of mdcpendent means, or we should not
gencral]v be'able to induce men having these qualifications, and
+ un honorable standing in society, to abandon their business for the
* purpose of taking upon themselves the dutics assigned to a Coun.
Sty bupcrmlcndem. These Superintendents must. also have a
2 strong fecling of subordination and of perfect - submission to: the
corders of the Superintendent.in-chicf, otherwise it would be im-
poseible to reckon upon that régularity and urnformlty 80 desira.
 ble i the woking of the law. "Now, men, possessing 1he quali.
‘fications above mcntmnod and .whom the offer of o’ ‘trifling gain
. could not-tempt, would not venerally be willing to accept an’office
‘of this kind upon ' these mdhpcnaua!c conditions ; and it cannot
~be concealed that, as these indispensable: quahfications: might be
- wanting in.some of the men who would offer. themselves for.the
‘office, lhcv would bo: mcumpetent to pcrform 1ls dutxes wuh ad-
vanldge, &eo

4 From all of which it miy be mforred that far from bcmg ab!e

‘,to rcekon upon useful and efficient co.operation on the _part.of
«‘the local Superintendents. ‘we should . have .every reasin to fear

- that they would contribute to embarrass the local working of the
law,and (o-oceasion an increase of . expense without producing

- any effect. of result tending to the advancement of the came, for
cach.would wish to act upon- his own sytem ”

iDr. M. then proceeds 10 infer “that for pohtzcal rea-
‘ sons it would be equally unsafe o entrust the appoint-
: ment of theae ofﬁcers to enther t!w people, or t/ze Govern

ment ;' and yet, after, at all hazards, proposing two
modxﬁcamonq viz.,, either dividing the 36 Countnes of
Lovwer Canada into 20 School Districts, or appomtmg a
Superintendent to each of the present great judicial Dis.’
tricts, he al length comes to the conclusion that: ‘
“wltis, however, very casy to obtain an cqually good resglt’
withont the co-operation of such Superintendents, by means of
the local Visitars provided for by the Act, who without removal
from their homes or any travelling expenscs whatever, are'able to
visit the schools in. their reSpectwe localities with as much zcd]
interest, and ‘carnestness, as pleasure.
~ “Let the present system then have a mal of two or three,
years, and if the visitors fail 'in their dnty, the clergy and_ the
people will have no reason to be surprised, or cause 10 compldm
if the Legislature shonid assign them masters, for the sakc of the
welfare of our youth.” oo '

‘Now, with every disposition io do justice to so va!u.
able and influential a class of honorary officers as local
and general visitors, whether civil, judicial, or ecclesias--
tma]——wuhout whose active and enlivening, as well as
wholesome co-operation and 'supervision - no public
Educational system can be regarded as complete, we
would look upon the substitution of such irresponsible
Inspectors for puid District Superintendents, as prepos-
terous and "absurd, independent of their dlmes bemg
altogether Qcparata, and distinct.

But- setling aside our own particular predllecnons or
prejudices, let us unhesitatingly refer to the results ‘in_
the nelghbourmg States, and among' these, to that of

| New-York in- pamcu‘ar,—-regardmg which, by the by,

Dr. M. is in error in inferring (p. 37,) that the Educa-
tional ‘Departinent is there m'maged solely by the.
Secretary of State, (as State Supermtendent), with the
aid of an assisfant, there having, for the last seven years,
been Superintendents to every County, who have nroved
the very life and sonl of the Educational system.*"

But if we would contemplate popular Eduwtlon
amonv our American. neighbours, in its most extended -
and satmractorvhght let us at once turn to the.:tran.
scendantly laudable example set by the New England
States,—where, under the powerful impule of that best -
of all National ‘arrangements, the "Free School System,
it has been in successful, yet g urradual’v ‘improving, opera-
tion for near two - centuries; and among which, we.
beheve, at least four, out of the six States, have Iately
heen led to adopt the same improved plan of Superin:”
tendence as that of Neiv-York, viz., a State Superinten--
dent, with one or more County Superintendents, (yet.
retaining even a Superintendent to each Town\lnp,) and
Trustees to every School Distriet.:

- In fact, such is the general confidence in- t}us recent
lmprovemnnt, that the Board of Education of the State {

* Dr, Potter of N. Y., in his Prize Eesay on *'The School and :
Schoolmaster,” well observes: that, it was to supply that ‘la.
mentable deficiency on the putt of trustees, town-inspectors, and |
purents, that the office of .couniy Superintendent was.created;-
that the creation of this office seemed to be loudly called for fi
all parts of the Srate : that the law 'was framed nearly on'the;',
model of that which is considercd the.best for: sectirin school
mspechon that the world has yet seen, (that of. Holland) ; an
that it is now regarded by the most enllghtencd ‘friends of popul
instruction throughout. the country, and he.might add througho
the world, as the one measure without which the State’ system
mast liave remained compamuvcly inert; but with which it

must, if properly sustmned, rise to excellencc and. cover 1t .
with Imnor." | : o N




