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of the impolitic and mischievous, and therefore unwise, ment; and yet, after, at all hazards, proposing two
growing practice of legislating separately for the two modifications, viz., either dividing the 36 Counties of
great component divisions of tie same British Province, Lower Canada into 20 School Districts, or appointing a
-as if inhabited by races of ulterly irreconcileable Superintendent to each of the present great judicial Dis-
habits, feelings, and principles. tricts, he at length cornes to the conclusion that:

,t being entirely out of our power to quote at length ,'t is, hlowever, very casy to obtain an cqually gond resuit
the vatious arguments adduced by Dr. M. against the without thu co-operation oi' such Supeiintendents, by¢mcans of
introduction of District Superintendents in Lower thre local Visitors provided for by the Act, who without removal
Canada.-we would have preferred referring our readers from their homes or any travelling expenses whatever, are able to

visit the'schools in their respective localities with as much zeal,
to the Report itself; but as that might be considered un- interest, and arnestness, as pleasure.
jrst toa its writer, we trust they will rest satisfied with " Let the prescnt systemu then have a trial of two or three
the following brief disjointed extracts. years, and if the visitors fail in their duty, the clergy and-the

people wili have no reason tu bc surprised, or cause to complain,10th. Of all the faults of the present School lawý which have if the Legislature shonid assign thema masters, for the sake of tire
been announced by its oppoents, that provision which constitute volfare of our youth,'
onlv one Superintendent of Education is, accordmng to them, the
greatest. But the law, uew and imperfect as it othrwisc is, like Now, with every disposition to do justice to so valu.
its predecessors, operates generally well under tie administration able and influential a class of honorary oflicers as local
of only one Superintendent. In the Lower Provinces, and in and general visitors, whether civil, judicial, or ecclesias.
severai of the United States, where nothing is spared in providing tical-without whose active and enlivening, as well as
fir the education of the children of the people, and where the
people arc so prosperous, the general working of the School Law wholesome co-operation and supervision no public
sentrusted to a single Superintendent for each State. Educational system can be regarded as complete, we

" There are, it is truc, twenty-two Superintendents of Educa- would look upon the substitution of such irresponsible
tion in Upper Canada, whose. salaries are paid by a special tax, Iis >ectors for paidDistrict Superintendents, as prepos.tcvied for this purpose upon the inhabitants by the Municipal
Councils. But the inhabitants of Upper Canada, live on a terous and absurd, independent of their duties being
soil and in a climate much more faorable for agricultural pur- altogether separate and distinct.
poses, are rich in comparisod to those of Low;er Canada; and yet But setting aside our own particular predilections or
threy complain of this provision in their law; and their Common prejudices, let us unhesitatingly refer to the results in

chCool Act does not work bciter there than ours does here, al-
though they have no political aspirants to decry the law for the the neighbourng States, and among ihese, to that of
seakce of gaining popularity withe the inhabitants." New-York in particular,-regarding which, by the by,

Aid again, continues Dr. M. Dr. M. is in error ii inferring (p. 37,) that the Educa-
tional Departnent is there rnanaged solely by ihe

regard ta lis, if I consulted ry personal interest, I Secretary of State, (as State Superintendent), with theshnuld willingly agree tu the appouitment of a Superintendent for .
each County, or at least for each Judicial District, as proposed, aid of an assistant, there having, for the last seven years,
because the duties they ,wouldt have to perform would tend greatly been Superintendents to every County, who have proved
loliglten the work and responsibility of the Suiperintendent.n- the very life and sorli of the Educational system.*
chief. But there are general intercsls which I have no right to But if we would contemplate popular Education'sacrifice to any particular interest.

"It would be absolutelv necessary that these Superintendents among our American neighbouirs, im its most extended
shourld, a in Upper Cana~da, ho indemnifed for their disburse- and satisfactory light, let us at once turn to the tran.
ments and tràvelling expenses, and paid for their time and trouble, scendantly laudable example set, by the New Englanld
by means of, an additional tax to be levied on our pouor country States,-%vhere, under the owerful im ulêe of that bestpeople. And one or two things would happen; either ve must .
allow a tolcrably handsomne sum, ta ensure the services of educat. of all National arrargenrçnts, the Free School System,
ed, fit and zealus men, of independent means, or we should not it has been in successful, yet gradualiv improving, opera-gencrally be'able to induce men having these qualifications,-and tion for near :two centuries'; and among which, wre
an honorable standing in snciety, tu abidon ttieirbursiness for the believe, t ieast four, ont of he six Saes, have lately
purpose of taking upon themselves the duties assigned ta a Coun.
ty Siperinitendent. These Superintendents nust also have a heen led to adopt the same improved plan of Superin
strona feeling of subordination and of perfect submission ta tie tendence as that of New-York, viz., a State Superinten-'
orders of the Superintendent-in-chicf, otherwise it would be im- dent, with one or more County Superintendents, (yet
possible tu reclkon ipon fint regularity and uniforntty si desira. retainingeven a Superintendent ta each Township) and
ble inthe .voig of the law. Now' men, possressimg ihe quahi.
fications abovc mentioned, and whrom tire offer of a trifling gain Trustees to every School District.,
could niot trenpt, would not generaly be willing to accept an office J fact, such is the general confidence in this recent
of this-kind upon these indispensabte conditions; and it cannot improvement, that the Board of Education ofthe State of
lieacocaled ihal, as these indispensable quaufications, miglt be
awanting n some of the nien vio would offer tiermselves for the * Dr Potter of N. Y., in his Prize Essay on " Tie Sehool sud
office, thc would bo incompetent to perforai its duties with ad- Schoomaster," well observes that, "it was ta supply tht la
vantage, &c. mentable deficiencY on the part of trustees, town-inspectors, snd

From all of which it may be inferred that far frorm being able parents, that the office of county Superinîtendent was.created:-
to reckon upon usefuil and efficient co.operation on the part of that the eation~oa this office secmed to be loudly called for frórr
the local Superintendenrts. we should have every reasun tu fear all parts of the State: that the" latw vas framed nearly on the -
tirat thev wduld contribute to embarrass the local working of the model of that which is considered the best for secriring school
law, anrd ta uccasion ami increase of expensewithout producing inspection that the world has yet sean, (that of Holland); and
any effect, or resuilt tending tu the advanccment of the cause, for that it is nov regarded by the rnost enlightened friends of populag
each would wisi to act upoîn lis own sytemu." instruction throughout the countrv, and he might add throughourt

'Dr. ]-M. then proceeds ta infer tat for political rea- the world, as the one measure without which the State system
sons it would be eqrially unsafe to entrust the appoint- nurst iave remained comparatively inert; but with wh/ice

must, if properly sustained, rise to excellence and cover Ise«
ment of these officers to cither the people, or the Gover with honor." ,
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