
GRALLATORIES:- WADERS ORI MTLTED) flRDS.

,occupy the first position among the fatailies of Crallatores. CharR-
driadae (Plovers), wilI stand second. Ralliaae (Rails, iater hens and
Coots) corne riext. Scolopacidae (Suipes), follow, and Phaleropidae,
as ai -eady explained, secm to me to complete 'lie series, ror amn 1
Rcquainted with anv Grallatorial birds which do not fait wititin one
or other of these famili2-s. 1 shall offer a few remarks on each of
themn ini their order, endeavouring to determine the sub-families, and
noticing what is most deserving of attention in respect to their habits
and nwitual relations as far as the necessary limits of this article will
permit.

It is very difficuit to give precise and clear defluitions of groups of
animais or plants, even wlien we plainly perceive the natural relation-
sbip, prohably because there are varioý.ts points of resemblance, some
one of wvhich faits in one example, another iii another, leaving us noue
which holds in every meniber of the groups, though considering the
whole structure, there are sufficient reasons for placing each in this
position rather than any uther. The consequence is, that we are
obliged to distinguish cach natural assemblage by aIl its welI markcd
characters, and we must not be too rigid in expecting exact conforrnity
to ail of thern in every individual case, thoughi we must find a prepon-
derauce of the characterîstûcs of' the group, and expect to be able to
assist our judgmennt by other relations between the particular object
and known merubers of the group. This is the difficulty whIch in-
terferes with the good working of our systemnatic tables, and 'which
inaking extended knoivledge and experience offen requisite for ascer-
taining the objeets of natural ecience, is apt to dîscourage beginners
fromn a pursuit ia other respects miost interesting and deliglitfu1. We
have prol)fbly at length reachied ajust view of the limits of the Order
Grallatores the Wading birds, and ean now see how certain cbaracterâ
ought to have prevented mistakes which pre-7ailed for a time; but the
fact that Cuvier was led by their long necks and legs *-o place tlbe Os-
trich and its allies, the Bustards, and even the Flai g among the
Waders, whilst lessening our discouragement at our own difficulties,
wilt show ivhat varions considerations carefuliy weighied, and studied
under every possible light, gradually lead evea mnen of the most ex-
tensive kuowledge and the greatest genius to the perception of truths,
,whielh when oncèe establislied meet with ready acceptance, and ouly
excite wonder at their ever havitig been doubted. Perhaps the
difficultyof distincet definition i natural science is no wheie more feit


