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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, OR UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.
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belierer beforo ho believedit  Certainly. It must
fixve beon & truth Lefore his could belicve. Well
whit was ho atthat e  An  unbeliever of
course. Thon eternal [ifa 13 promsed to ul}, be-
cause 1Lis the lack of faith, w that neper fartsng
prortise of Jehayal, that constitutes an unbehove
or  But says tho objector, a man *' mustdo so
and so,” or he caunot ba saved. ‘Ihis is not
correct ; he toyst believe or ho cavnot be saved,
We aro saved by fumth in the promize, and are
pecuntted to Jook forward with savisfuction and
Joy toan immortal existence, whaere we shall
be free from sin, sorrow, and pain,  This faith
and liope fill tho soul with love to God, aud in.
ditce s to break off onr sins by righteousness.
So a salvattan by faith can only be enjoyed in this
tife, and is to end, when faith and hope are lost
w certmaty, aud i joy. Though only a few are
aved by faith, yotall shall know the Lord from
tho greatest to ghe least, whom to kuow is life
aterral

ledge, and evory heart feol. 'The Roman
conturian in the darknese f his heather

God!" What must tho Christian say, af.
ter a deoper insight into lus Saviour's mis-

which is to move our souls, but tho.great.
ness of the spirit with which.he suffored,”
~—that in mere sensibility to his sufferings,
there is * povirtue, no moral worth, and
wo dishonor Jesus, when this is the chicf
tribute wo offér him,” that with-the apostles,
“ roverence, admiration, sympathy with
his subhime spirit, swallowed up;in 4 great
measure, sympathy with his sufferings.”
Let us, then, approach the cross, and be-
hind-tne agony endeavor to discern somo-
titing of the spirit that was munifested
there.

The eross of Christ ! We sce there a
manifestation of unfaltering adherence to
duty. We say, unfuitering adhorence.
If Jesus shrunk frowr the bitterness of the
last hour, if he prayed with intense agony
that the cup, might pass from him, he did
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OVERCOME EVIL \WITH GOOD.

Does hunger prey upon thy foe?
‘T'hen let him feel the blessed power
OF Christian love—quick (o him go
\With bread, all that boe aceds ; this dower
Shall quell his hato; perchanca shall burn
Upon his head like coals of firo,
Consuming all hiswrath, or turn
T'o cordial love his fiendish ire.

Should angry man lay brutish blow
Upon thy check or left or right,
Retuarn it not, but make him know,
‘I'ha strength, the all enduring might
Qfperfect love. This, it may be,
Will conquer him z if not, "tis bliss
To thee; it brings thy soul to see
Sumowhat of heaven O seek for this !

freo from that, Perhaps, if that duty
might be discharged without that poignant
suftering, if it might bo accomplished
without the thorus, the scourging and the
cross, he would. have itso ; but the “Fath-
er’s will be done ! And, strengthened, he
calmly rose from that hour of anguishy and
went forward to the end! The.rough
palms could not deter lnm, nor the fierce
mockery—all that Pilate, all that man could
do, could not urge him to desist from the
completion of hiswork. The sense of the
presence and favor of God is the susjmining
strength of the good, and perhapsit was in
relation to this that he cried out, ** Eloi,
lama, sabachthani 1 But that thought re-
mained but for a moment, and, in victo-
rious assurance, he commended his spirit
to.the Father. Ilis duty wasdone, accomp-
lished through toil and bloud, and thet pa.e,
bleeding. face bore smpress of the sprit's
lofty triwnph. | Ilero, then, was duty un
waveringly adhered to —the allotted work
performed, despite all trial.  This is one
lesson that we lcerp from the cross of
Christ. Let it have its anfluence upon us.
i Letus remember that duty, atall sacrili-
i ces, is to be performed. Lo this we must
! cling, 1t what sill fail, or threaten. And

tho triymph will come, at last.  The duti-
{ ful spirit is ever the victorious spirit. No

1 one ever went forward in duty, despite all
Whaterer may, be the speculatiye views,

obstacles, without reaping, in the end, an

" abundant reward.  ‘The moral ceward, the
it ciffergnt.Christinos respecting the death !
it our Saviour, toall-there is a mighty in. ]

120 haung men revile and curse,

Aud vilify thy. houest fane ?
Return a blessing—nothing worse !

Let prayer ascend as rustnng flnne
1a their bebalf.—Thus, it is true,

May. not rechim from sinful lust
These followmen; but O! to you

It opgs.tho dwelliag of the yusts

Do states or kings in hate and *prido
Command theo forth to mortal etrife 7
Obey them not ; sull firm atide
Tu Christian love ; let humsu hfe
e ever sacred in thy sight;
And eooner die than shed the blood
OF feliow man.  Thus shall the sight
Ise thy defenca—1hy heiper. Gud.
[Pracucat Chnishan

THE CROSS OF CHRIST.

BY REV. L. H. CHAPJS.

—The cross of Christ.—Gal yi, 12.

time-server. the disobedicent, is always the
loser—the dutitul man smiles, trinmphant,
. . .o, atthe las',  The lght of God’s approval
terest and a pervading sanctity in the copveris the crown of thowns to o diadem
~cene of his crugifixion and the hour of , of glory, and his example becomes strength
Li-last agony. Around shatonce-nccursed | and victory to others.
woud, nuw radient vahwa glorious trans- ! 'I'hclrross 'lfc’""‘{f" f“,[(:' sct;ftl:lere 8
* srniation, there cling assecintions original lofty srf- }s]t‘zcr{ﬁcc;\x (;-t 31’_ xm'sf?  Croops
Forti 3 subline. that o S vonuer sufleror.  Not for himself, ho wears
stierung and sublime, that giva to its 1e- . 51 pleeding brow. Not for himself he
~weesentations by the way-side, at the altar, . incets that wounding spear, and dies.—
0 the church-top, wherever worn, wheyy Chrst died for the guilty, not as the guil-
-vus psgdyan wfluence deep and holy. and U<, He died for thea good, for their ever-
nsake it the comprehensive symbol of Chris. lnsting welfare.  He died that man might
i ! N 4 A ive—diegd thus, temporally, died in agony
-mmiy itself. a~d in shame, that man might have eternal
The ernss of Chrit! May ot not be hfe, :;ml hie won o know fmdd ]o}ve Goii.—
appropriste and beneficial forus to con.. Lo these great ends, he lived also. It so

id f th o piens o loid in the cours of his mission, thatifhe
sider some of tho.causes of its influerce ! ;oy1d teach men. wonid open the life, and

To all Christans tucre hngers around ' the truth, and the way, ho must die—he
that deathscene enough to melt and win | must come ingollision with pride and ig-
:he heart.  There isa consisteney in that ngmng,e-z 'l";d hrﬂf n{nd feaj, umtll bﬁx ctruc\ﬁ-
. . . ed. et e went torwacd with that ms-

pPer OF 0‘: {urg.’v,cness. 2 serenty in z]m sion. He tarned not from it. He hesitated
= It s finished,” o puthos in that struggling ' nor~ His 1fe was necessary to man. Ilis
homanity, a sublimity in that triumphant | death was_necessary. We de not stop
1anh. an appeal in that great selfisacrifice. | now to inquife in what respects that dea*h
4 power in that allpervading love, that | Was reessary, but it was for man's wel-
.s=ke the cross of the Redeemer radient fare, an1 in;meeting it Jesus died fur man,
) R o Ho sacrificed self for the good of the world,
-1 holy —that give it a peculiarity and an | And as we look upon thoso pisicad and

ism nnd in all the prejudice of his unbeliof,
oxclaimed “ Truly, this was the Son of

sion, and a closer study into his Saviour's
character ? It has been truly said, that «it
is not the greatness of Christ’s suffering

not shrink from duty—he did not ask to be.

upon which lingoers yet the sanctity of | the Redeomer. Weo have thera ny pyhikith
*, - + . T
prover, that face where holy tiwwpi b of traits and attributes that are enlenlated3
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realize that that blood whas shed fur us—was § |y tho affecuons.
poured out freely for our race, nnd that |
flesh marred and broken that we might be
betternnd happier. Andlet uslearn there-
from the duty of self:sacrifice.  Ob! how
litle-of Christ’s spiritis theve inthe world !
We .can endure but very litle. sulforing
evag for, ourselves, much logs far othecs.
Weo mourn il our schemes do not gratify
self. Wo do not extend self unul it be-
comnes identicnl with our races  Wo do not
lahor and'spare; and strive ana give, that
others may bo,blest.  Or, do we thus?
Do we ever sacrifice self for otheps’ good ?
Beliove it, whenever we do, we shall ex-
hibit a portion of that moral sublimity
which sheds a-radionco around the cross
of Christ.

T'he cross of Christ ! Webehold there
a holy submission and a triumphant con-
fidence.  There may be a shrnkipg from
physical prin.  "There may be a mnment.
ary cry of anguish. But theso aro transi-
ent interruptions.  The great spiritof that
doath on the cross, is submis.ion and trust
Submission through tests of ‘hame and
pain ; confidence wrung from dying ago
ny. “MMother ! behold thy son.”  What

a spring of human affections is opened | Doy not his character shine out in its powsg
here—here, upon,the .cross—here, amid ' er and attractiveness from this very factid
ull the tumult-of the mult-tude ! + Mother ! ! ‘There is nothing to foil the divimty of Ind
behold thy son” How tenderly, how|vines. We are forced to'acknowledg@
anxiously thesp words drop from the suf | thom, From the rugged wood they shing
fer:r's lips. Andwas there not anguish, | with a glory all theirown  Royal canopyJ§
a spiritalive to keen suffering, in him who | Jayrelled death-couch, could*not have madgk
spoke thus? Did not excessive thirst|ihem what they.are.. Thoy convert the in}

wring an oxclamation from his parched | strument of death and shamo into a symbof
lips? Was it not amid a sense of sharp bof glory—an,agent of victory.

endurapee_that he breathed that sublime | ‘Ilat Christ’s death should take place o
prayer? Elevate notthat cross, abovethe :
sympath es of human nature ! There was
-suffering there—afiliction of body and of
soul ! And yet—behold what submission ! ' yops, by giving .an authonty to his cloimyl
“Thy will be done, not mine.” He did | an expression. to hig love, & moral to hi§
not once swerve from that pious senti~ teachinge,an opportunity for Ra triumph.§
ment. He did not strive against it. And, [ And whatever cfficacy we attibute to hisg
then, over his dying moments, gleamed| donth: and his-cross, there is, certainly
that great confidence, like living sunlight. | this great efficncy —that-cross is a uiediun g
“ Father, into thy honds | commend my | of maml power—it concentratos upon. thef
spirit?”  The victory was won. The pzin ' jeart of man the majesty of tcuth, the sub-§
of the bedv. the sorrow ofthe mind, could | limity ofvirtae, the power of love. Thest
not triumph over tho trust of the sowl.— {shall” appearclearer, and have a warmerf}
So et us leirn to b8 submissive and trust | and more, direct inflatnee, ns men advance 3
fal. Lot no sorravs overwhelm. us with | in-moral perfection. ‘L'ho cross of Chrisif
despnir—let no burden force us from obe- I i3 the embodiment.of Clristienity—tlef}
dience to the will of God. Remember | manifestation of its true puwer. All ha},
Jesus and his dring moments. Let his | pan philosophies sink below it “Chistg
faith and trast -be-ours. For even.-amid | glone, marks the-divine origin and prove:
the darkness.of the third hour, they ]ingﬁr the ﬁfﬁ@ﬂ@y of the .gOS[)C‘]. It’is .2 meors e
with holy. ' ght around the cross of Christ. appeal to n moral being. _It-aims at theg
T'he crossof Christ!  We behold there | affections, It addresses the heart. It seul
omaipatent and universal, love,. This is|before man a model; it shows him the}
the great uttraction of that cross, 1tis an | depths of love. Trom that cross Chrisify
exinbitgd of love. No-. thundérs break | draws men. He does not force them, no:g
above that dreoping head. All thero is{bow them, by any physical power—he
caleulated o melt the heart of may, to win | does not dazzle them by a greatness thug
it, to smut2 open its affections, to draw out | belongs only to the intellect - but he drawif§
its_sympathies with, goodness and with | them—binds their affections to God, ex
truth. Eren here, amid the sacred sorrow | cites them to the practice of goodness by
of-the scona, breathes that benediction that { its cloar exhibition. By the cross, by the®
a lile while ago wo heard, from angel- | truth that was there vindicated, by the vir-g
tangues—* Peace on earth—good will, to | te that triumphed there, by the Jove thajg
man !” Peace and good will!* God speaks. | endured all and failed not—by these does}
it, even in the marred image of his belov- | the thorn-crowned and' crucified draw u
cd Son  Itis veiterated’ from the lips of | unto him.

bleeding sacrifice,. Wisdom may Jimit its |  What is.the salvation which Christ gives}
expedients. Power may refuse tocondes- ‘us? It isnot deliverance from materioli
cepd. Dut love knows no Lounds 10 its ! evil, merely—it.is not mere freedom fromyg
cffurts. Mightiest when it humbles itsclf Q outwnrd punishment ; it isdeliverance frongy
the most, dying but to triumph, it cannot | the ¢vil of 6ur own souls, frecdom from our)@
be repelled, it cannot be quenched.  With | debasing passions, our impurcldesires, owfg
outsiretched arms rushes from tho throne of'| sinful hearts. He raisesusto a strong vir &
God to the despest abyss of human wo and { tue and- a blessed love.  Hao saves us from$g
degredation, and Deity speaks not in the j our low. appetites, our degrading fearsg
swiul serenity of justice, but pleads with | our gloomy doubts, and makes us happy
bleeding side and-crown of thorns. Love #*l'makes us good. ‘This js the salvation o
this is the influence that breathes.frdm the ! Christ, and' this is the influence that-ema
cross and ntiracts us thero. . Loves! victo- | nates from his cross,. Go there! Bow a
rious over sorrow, shame and pajn. Lova! |its foot, Drink.in the spirit of him wi.
scok:ng the welfare of the world, Lovp! !is struggling therq with pain and death

festation of obedience, and devotion, ani3
confidence, and love, ainid sconos of gloot.§
and agony, exeorted for man's highest welg
fare, ~ We do notsay that there 1s no othif
meaning.in the death of Christ,  Wo viegd
it ngth- great crowning act of his missto
—an act intimately conneeted with th§
geont fuct of his resurrection. Had nd }
Christ died thus, aud bean exposed ta u}
jealous scrutiny of his enemies, to th oy 3
hausping: paing of the cross,-then we m ¢'{ 3
not have had that elear light upon his sopuy
chro that transtendent triumph of his risingg?
Was it not meet that he should die thus,
jected, despised, crucified ? ¢ Ilad ke dil:}- i
in exahntion—had he been surrounded ¥ g
triumphant ahd admiring friends, shoul!§
wo not lnck'the holy and beautiful Jessong
the -sublimo teachings, that wo now rc#
ceive? Earth's heroes have departe§
amid tho shouts of the mulitude, with, JuJ§
rels around their brows. Others havi
passed away inthe pomp of success, anf
the royulty of puwer. But Jesus of Ncfy

brutal scofls,piecced with nails and crowne
with thurns. But should it not be so ?

it did, then, seems an essential foet in bigs
mission. It appears to-us that vital ref§

sults aro.secuced byit. It crowns his 15§

softoned the lincaments of anguish ~lot us | 1o excite deep interest and to stirprofoundd’
Wae have therea man{ '

p

0
1s
»
i
n
A

LR L B~ a8y b o,

-~ i s - WS o o R il - Bt )

breaking out in prayers of forgiveness, | [mbibe that hol
and appealing in sublime silence to the tes-
timony of its deeds. Oh! the cross of
Chnist is the exhibition of .God’s love w0
wan. From the cross, that love shall
triumph !

Thus have we endeavored to specify some

riaence that every mind must acknows ' outstretched hands, those -cold pale lips

of tho Jessons which come from the cro < of

y obedience, that blesee
confidence, that universal love~—and thenyg
igo forth, strong and free ! . Oh ! often, of
ten visit the cross of Christ, that you may g

feel its influences, and rejoice in its salva- §§

tion !
The cross of Christ!

. Tt stands there.
The Yody of the Redcemer Las been-takes &
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