
J-OHN RING, TE APOSTLE 0F SURINAM. Jl

me. Yct 1 livcd fivo years among tlom. to admonisli them. Lt sexed
as if thie Lord Jestis llim)self livcd -ivitiiu une and in my bouse, and yet
lle hua, dot yct sent us inasters from the city. And thuns it happeiied that,
for a long tinie, 1ke was our only Master at Mfaripastoon. le -linisoif lias
tauglit us and openied our undcrstanding. At last, hlowever, Heo sent
us missionarios."1

Who wvas the author of these linos ? A eoal-black negro, a perfect
matuari, born in 1830 at Paramaribo, from the third niarriago of bis
mother Adenisi to a negro nammed Auika. In 1840 they settied at Mari-
pastoon, wvhere they lapscd into complote hieathienista.

The bushi negroes of Surinami are fctisli worshipers in the f ullest seinse
of the word., and tbey conceivo their safety largely to depend on the nuin-
ber of beads, piec-os of colored glass, strands of rope or buttons whichi
they possoss. No sacrifice is considcrod too grreat to escape the speli of a
conjurer (wintirnzken), who is drcaded wvorse than dcath itself

Lrnder the influence of demoniacal possession (winti), the victim loses
ail self-consciousness and dances on glowving erabers, grasps reà hot irons,
or swallows broken glass without any pain. The relatives of these unfor-
tunates surround them, and cry out in tlue utmost distress : " Fatlier, dIo
flot harm us ! Mercy, 0 Father ! We wvill give what thuon rayest ask !

Such wvas the onvironmcent of the carly life of John King.
The cilIdren of Ademnsi woe lield in great esteem at Maripastoon, and

soon rose to a commanding position among the bush negroos. This nuay
have aroused jealousy, for, whien a pestilence sw'cpt the forcsts, the fanuily
was accused of sorcery. As the disease seexncd to origrinate la tlie water,
thcy were iînpoverished by compelled sacrifices of timeir househiold goods
to the river gyod.

John Ring, howevor, sets, froin bis carly boybood, to, have beeni a
white rayon amnong bis relatives and daily associates. In vain efforts werc
made te bring him under the influence of the " winti." Ho was perse-
cuted and terturcd ; for tlire nont.hs ut a tinne ho wws manaclcd band and
foot, and rubbod with Sharp, aroinatic hierbs-a«,ll te no purpose. At last
the " Gran-winti"- declared tluat hoe liad no power over Ring, because hid
lLeczrt belongcd Io the God of heavenz.

Ring had become a chiangcd man, but Iuow ? It is almost impossible
to, conceive that la flic astonishiing experiences throughi whichi ho passcdl
there bas flot been a leaven of early, be it occuit and inexplicable, influi-
ences.

Hie left Paramuaribo as a more boy, and thero ho had apparently nover
come under the power ,of Christianity. Fronu bis thirtcentlî year hoe lad
livcd among the lowest type of heathenisin ; ail his relatives were swept
along by the current ; hoe alone rcmaincd separate froua the rcst. Ho ivas
converted by agoncies whicb are whully in line witlî those dominant char.
acteristics of flue negro, race ~uich are met with whercver the negro is
fourid, whethor before or after luis conversion, iii Africa, ini America, iin
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