
NATURlE OP SUPPOSED FOSSIL TRACHS.

erustaceans, by whôse teet the indentations are commonly supposed
te have been nmade, woe Ilwholly distinct from the crustacean foyms
ot later geological periods or ot the present day." Even apa1xt tram
soni, the air-bladders in many algue, as 1 bave etten proyed, are
capable ot making very distinct impressions on moist Sand.

If the impressions be fucoidal, the otherwise remarkable chaineter
et these lateral pitr-narks, in diZerŽing in number and grouping in
different impressions, becomes easily explained Nvithout the neccssity
of having recourse te imaginary speciflo distinctions. In the impèes-
siens in which they (Io net appear, it may bo inferred that the fucoid
had already scattered its spores, or that the development ot the lutter
hiad net taken place, when the frond was cast upon the ripple-marked
shore of the aid Potsdamu sca.

Tire supposed faceidal enigin et these impressions would net, 1
confess however, bave been thus adv;anced, were it nlot fer their asso-
ciation or cannection in at least anc locality-the vicinity ef Perth,
in Eastern Ontario-wýith impressions ot an analogeus character te
which an animal enigin ean scarcely ho atttibutcd on any rational
groundis. These are the impressions known as Climiactiltnite. It is
probable that the suppesed animal enigini et these latter impressions
would neyer have been cenceived, but fer their general relations te
the .Proticlrnites impressions. The twe, it 'was seen, mnust evýident1y
have had an analogaYus enigin; but in view ef the pccullar character
et the Clirnacticlinites impressions, the aid et some unknown mollusk
was called in te explain their formation, altheugli by some ebservers
they have been looked upon as the trails ef Trilobites. They may
be described, generally, as being in the forai ef a band et several feet
in leugth, althaugli cleanly fragmentary, with a -width et tram five te,
six inches. In their general dimensions they agree, therefore, very
closely with the .Proticiniles impressions. Età they differ frem the
latter in being traversed transversely by a series et narrow parallel
ridges, about an inc and tIi-ce-quarters npart, and by having a kind
ef beaded edge or border-tIc impression, as rexnarked by Sir William
Lagan, thus somewhat resembling a repe-ladder, whence the name
Climacticlinites. In seme examples there is aise a central greeve or
ridge running roughly parallel with the length of the impression.

The peints here te which attention should be ehiefly directed a-te,
f irst, the presence ef these numerous transverse ridges; secandly,
their constancy, and the unifanra olearness ef their outline, tîrougleui,


