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on which it is stated that there would be no diffculty as to the agreement about the
interpretation to be put on them, if there were & substantiul agrecment about the
points of difference noted.

Well then, not speaking of the last article at all, which is left indefinite, hicre are
viev's under seven heads cntertained (we marvel at it) in the nineteenth eentury by
11 Precbyterian Church of Canada,—views—soume of whicl if carricd iuty practice
would degrade and cnslave the christian church, aud throw the nations of the world
into anarchy and confusion. We do not condunn these views in a slump, as if they
were all equally exceptionable. Dut cirtainly seme of tham appear to us to be such
as that it is most extraordinary they should, in this ¢plightened age, be entertained
by a body of cducated men, whem we believe to Le sincere christians,  There must
be some mistake. They must have been hastily prepared, and passed without delib-
eration: Can it be possible that the Presbyterian Church of Canada should really
expect that we, & Free Chnreh, (far more justly entitled to the appellation than
themselves) would adopt such sentiments, and afier all ‘the deliverances the Lord
hath wrought for us, and ‘*all the mercies and all the truth he bath showed us)
should incorporate such sentiments in our creed, or for a moment listen to them as
terms cssential to union? The Lord Limself, we believe, will unite the churches, Lut
it will not be on principles of human devising, but on such as harmonize with the
gospel of peace, and will be glorifying to the Prinee of Puace.  The inference which
1 discerning stranger would be disposed to draw from sanch views of our Free Church
brethren would be, that they were deteemined to shut cut from themselves the rest of
the christian world, and to fortify themselves against all approach, by the use they
arc dispused to make of the “great sword” of the civil magistrate. It is, indeed,
melaucholy, as well as maryvellous, that rational and serivus men, who have seen the
world, aud read their bible, should hold scutiments like these ** to be of such vital
importance 43 to dumand that they should be made a tenu of ecelosiastical incorporal
tion.”  We thovrght that these articles would La. e Lean allowed  to siuk, as we think
they dezerve, into ahliviem, aud that the Free Church, Ly this time, rising abuve their
narrow ccctarian prejndices, wonld have been ashamed to refer to them.  We sha),
in another paper, enter more fully into the eight articles,—comparing the views Ig
the two churches. At present we only remark that we would bave the Free Church
people, and especially the Free Church ministers, with humility and earnesiness of
implore the divine Yight to guide them in this matter, for we fear that they are, to &
great extent, under the buncful influence of deceiving and deadly projudice.  Surely
they need, as all need, to bave their cyes further opened: for like the blind person
whom vur Savivur cured by steps,—who suw at fiist men as trees walking, they re-
quire a further icflurnee of the Sparit of divine power and grace, to be able to under-
stand clearly ¢ the simplicity that is in Christ.”

We state it plainly to our readers,—to the Free Church, and to the world, that in
our opinion, the only practicable principle of union between that church and ours is
to unite on the great doctrines of grace, on which we arc already agreed, and to leave
all points regarding the power of the civil magistrate in matters of religion, as terms
of mutual forbearance. Till our brethren of the Free Church are prepared for this,
and.we belicve they will yet be prepared for it, and we hope sooner than mauy anti-
cipate, it is vain to expect the union of the churches. To our own brethren, and to
all in the Freec Church who hold our sentiments we would say with the apostle,—
et us, therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded; and if in any thing ye be
otherwise minded, God shall veveal cven this unto you. Nevertheless, whereto we
have already attained, Jet us walk by the same rule let us mind the same thing.”

Doubtless a union between the Presbyterian and United Presbyterian Churches
would be not only of importance to both denominations, but of vast benefit to this
rapidly advancing Province. We believe there are faultson both sides which prevent
such i union, about which surely there should be “great scarchings of heart”  Let
these be dizcovered, acknowlidged, and reetified ; and let all be found ¥ endeavoriag
to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” In-the words of the cxccllent
Rev. J. Angell James, of Birmingham, England,—with which we conclude,—* Let
the whole church, having first decply humbled itself for its sins of alienation, divis-
jun, uncharitableness, and unbrotherly feding, go to God in the carnestuess and in
the jrayer f faith for afresh ont-pouring of His Spirit of light, love, holiness, and
peace. He only waits to be asked, so to replenish us with Iis benediction, as to make
Zion a quict and peaceable habitation. It was when 11:> harmonies of voices and of
licarts ascended tu heaven at the dedication; of the temple, that the cloud of the divine



