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SOME LEAYLS FROM THE BUOK OF
NATURE.

THE LIGHT OF TRUTIL.

"+ Detestably Phantow ! ened the traveller, s bis
otey satik srith hin into tho miorass § * to what iser
ably ¢nd Lave you lured my by your (rvacherous
hglt &

L“ ‘Tho samo old story for aver!" muttercd tho Wille
y-tho-Wisp in reply. « Always throwing the Hawe
o others for troubles you have brought upan yourselt.
Whar wure could bave been done fur you, unhappy
creature, thap I have duno »  All the weary night

through have I danced en tho cdgo of this morass to '

-avo you and others from ruin. If you bavo rushed
0 (urtbior and further, like a headstreny focl, in epite
2t my waruing light, who i2 10 blamoe but yoursddt' 2”

1 cm an unhappy creature, iodeed,” rjomnud the
travellsr © 1 took your hight for a frendly lawp, but
have been deceived tory duestruction.”

“ Yctnot by mq,” crivd the \Will-o™tlic-Wisp, anxi-
waly—**1 work out my appointed busioues carelully
aud ced-depaly. My lizlitis ever a fuendly lamp to
tho wise, It mislcads vune but the Loadatrony and
inerant,”

« [vadstrong! ignorant!” cxclaimed the States-
wan, or such the traveller way—+ How hutle do yoa
know to whom you ars apeaking ! Trustd by my
ing—lonoured by my country—the leader of her
rouncils—al, my country, my peor countey, who will
tako my placo aud guido yeu when 1 am gone!”

“ A guide who cannot guido hansell ! Misjudging,
wielods and, though wisc, perhaps, in tbe falee laws of
society,~ignorant of the glorious laws of Nature and
of Truth—who will wiss you, presumptuous being ?
You bave mustaken cha light that warned you of dan.
ger for the star that was to guide you to safety. Alas
for your country, if no better leader than you could
be found I

Tte Suatesman nover gpuke again, and the Will-w™
the-Wisp deaced back tothe edgo of the black morass ;
and as he fhekered up and down, he mourned his
tuckless tato—always trying 10 do guud—s0 often vilficd
aud misjudged. + Yet,” said be to Limself, as hosent
out ks boams throuzh the cheerleay mght—*1 will not
cease to try 5 who knows but that 1 may save somebody

yet! But what an ignorant world Ilivein !

@ Crucl Monster .” shrivked thy beautiful girl in
wild despair, as Lier feet plunged into tho swamp, and
tho struppled in vain to find firmer ground—* you
Lave betrayed me to my death$”

* Ay, ay, Irad so! Tt is always some ovo clio who
1 16 Llawe, and never yourself. When pretty fools
Like you deceive themselver, you call me ¢ monster.'—
Wiy didyou follow a ¢ monster’ nto a swamp ¥”
«tied the poor Willw'the-Wisp angrily.

* T thought my betrothed had come out to weet me,
1 .. =% your hateful light fur lus.  Oh, cruel fiend,
1 keow you now. Dust Idin s0 young, 20 fair 7 Bust
1 Lo torn from hfe and happmncss and luve! Ay,
dance, dance on in your savage joy.”

“ Faol an you are, it is 1o joy to me to see you pe-
nish,” answored the Will-o%the-Wisp. « Itis my ap-
pointed law 1o warn and save those who will Lo warn-
ed. It ismy appointed forrow, I suppose, that the
recklessness and sguorance of such as you, persist in
disregardu.g that law, and turning geod snto evil. 1
shono brighter and brighter befors you as you advane-
od, cntreaung you, asit were, to bo warned. Bat,
10 wiltulness, you pursued me to your rumn. What
crucl motber Liought you ap, and did not teach you
to distinguish the steady beam that gundes to Imppr
uess, {ran tho wazndeniog brilliancy that bodes de-
atruction¥”

“ My poor wmotber!” wept the maiden—* What
words are these youSpeak of her ? But you n your
savage life know nothing of what sho has vone for e,
ber only clifd. Dlustress of every avcomplishment that
can adorn and delight socicty, my lightest word, my
very smile, is a law to the world we move 1.

« Esenso! Accomplubed o flzcting and fzntastic
arts that ,cave no memorial belind them—unacquant:
d with the beauty and purposos of the reabities around
§ou, which work from ago tu 636 10 slent mer.y faor
gracious ends, and put to shame the tad tbet bas no
am or end,  Ob, that you had but knowan tho law by
which 1 live 1”

The marden spokeno more, and then sho ceased to
struggle. The Willo-the-Waisp danced back yet ano-
ther timo to tho cdge of the black morsss; “ For,”
said he, 1 may rave somcbody yet. But whata
deolish world 1 livg jn I
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« Lsea o hobt at Jast, papal” shoutea alittlo Loy op
a Shaland pony, as bo codo by Lis father's aido along
e mogr, * Jamsoglad!  Thero is cither a cottage
or a friendly man with a lanthorn, who wilt hilpus 10
find our way, Lct mu go after him, 1 can soon ovar-
tale bim.”  And the hitle boy touched his pony with
a whip, und in anothor wminute would bave been can-
tering alovg after the fight, but that bis father laid a
suJdun and Leavy hand vpon the bridle.

* Nout a stop further in that direction at any rate, if
veu plaase, my darbog.”

* Ob, papa !’ expostulated tho chifd, pointing with
Lis hand to tho light.

Aud, » Ub, wy son, Tece!™ oried tho father, smil-
ing; vand welt it is for you that { not only sce, but
kuow the meaning of what I o0 at the saue timg.—
Tt bght is peither a gleam from o cottage, nor yet
a fricndly man with a lanthoern, as you think, though
fur the matter of that, the hght is fricodly anough to
thusy who uniderstand it 1t shines thero to warn us
ttum the dangarous part of the bog.  Kind old Will-
Uethe-Wisp ™ pursucd thodathes, raisiug bis voice, os
it calling through the darkuness into the distanco—
* Kind old Will-0"the-Wisp, we know what you mean,
wo will not come near your deatlly swamps, Tho old
naturalist knows you woll—good night, and thank you
tor thy warning.” S saying, the naturalist turoed
the rew of is son’s pony tho other way, and they
oth trotted along tho beaten road as well as thoy
could Ly the imperfect light,

* After all, it was'wore liko & lanthorn than thoso
picturcs of tho vasty Will-o“the-Wisp, paps,” wur-
urured tho littlo boy, reluctantly urging bis pony on.

* Qur [riend is not much indobted to yxu for the
pretty nawne you bave called bin,” laugbed tho father.
* You arc of tbo sanie mind as the poot, who, with the
liconse of his craft, smd—

* Yonder phastom only shines
To lure thee to thy doom! ™

¢ Yus, papa, and so hn does,” interposed tho boy.

* But, indecd, Lo does cosuch tking, my dear—on
the contrary, be spends all bis lifo in shining brightly
to warn travellers of the most dangerous parts of the
swawmp.”

“But tho shining scems as if ho was inviting thesn
to go after Lim, papa

“Ounly becauso you choose to think so, my d....
and do not enquire. Docs tho sailor think tho shining
of tho lighthouse invites kim to approach the dangor
vus rocks en which it 1s built

* Ob, ne, papa, Lecanso ho knows it is put thers on
purpnso to warn him away.”

* e only knows by teaching and enquiry, Arthur;
and g0 you also by teaching and caquiry will.learn to
know that tbis Will-0"the-Wisp is made toshine for us
i swanps and marshes as a lard-beacon of danger,
The laws of nature, which are the acted wilj of God,
work together 1n tbis caso, as in all ottiery, for a good
end. And it is et tous, as both g privilege and a
pleasure, to scarch and trace out, and then arail our-
selvesct the merciesas wellas the wonders of the Great
Creator. Can you think of a ULetter cmployment.”

‘The fire was very brigbt, aud the tea was warm and
good that greeted tho travollers, father aad son, on
their arrivel at beme that night. Many a Jjoke, too,
passed with mamna as to the sort of tea tliey should
hava tasted, and the kind of bed they should bavy laid
downn, bad they only gonaafter the WV il-0™the-Wisp,
43 young Artbur had so much wished to'do.

And for just} fuw days after these events—not more
at that time,—for children’s wisiom scldom does, or
ouzhs to, last much longer—Arthur bad Cvery now
and then a wise and philosophical £it, and on the prin-
ciple that, bowever much appearances tmight ba to the
coatrary, tho laws of naturs were always working to
some good and beneficent end, be sagely and gravely
reproved bis little mster for crying when it haed;
« For surely,” saud be, “though we cannot go out to
day, the storm s doing good o something, or pome-
bouy somuwhere.”

It was a blessed creed! though it cost him, for a
while, a strugzle to adhore ta it, wher. the lightaing
flashed round bim,aud thoe thunder roared in the dis
tance, snd he saw from the windows dark clonds hang-
ing over the Jandscape. When some one said tho storm
had beon very grond, he thoaght—yes, but it was gran-
der gtill to thiok that all theso laws of natare as they
are czlled~1his acted will of Ged—was for efer work-
ng night and day, n darkness andin light, secognised
or anbheeded, for somo wisc and beneficent end.

¥os! whon ho way older he would try and trzce out

theso ends—~a better employment coold not bs found,
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Mcanwhilo the Will-s"tho-Wisp Lnd heas - 8
ool night that greated him as th : lnvellll:::l tl:c ket §
on that.dark cvening, and his light sh.ne hn,';,":ﬂ tr §
evor, a9 hasatd, « I am happy now, Ihavo‘inf;lfa :
lifo of ono who i not anly thankful for " Lul ity
tho hand that saved bim.”  With these ,; s | L.y
rily danced back ngain to Lis appointeq I'Mt" r?n 3
tish Ecelesiastical Journal, S XN

Selectiongy,
PAANACNAANASAS N S e A .
THE NEW MAP Op EUROpg,
Attributed to Louis Napdeon,

* As ncither tho moderation nor the jatiene 2
gecat eabinets, nor tho effsrts of dijlmty cl»‘, .
sullerings of industry and of comuierce, 1,,',: ,,'I"‘
to dissrw an ambition which threatens the whedg :! Ltl .
1opo, it is necessary that the war, which bag ). _’ '
inovitablo, should e at least encrgotic an dewie ;u i

* A power whoso forcign trade s vory ;N;'-.‘
which possesses an extentof coast relatively vy N 1.' :
has no colonics to pretect, has Leop for h'ah‘a km"' -
accumulating formidablo naval forces. (. gy 1 ft.','.
firet, aud the Moditerrancan countries, arg 1. vi0 -
of all its attempte, aud tho present gover, o
is preparingto act a3 exccutor of the
race.

* Doubtleas tho resourcas of Russia arg
isfrom ber anncxed provinces, rathur thyy, freg o 8
Lody of tho monavchy, that sbo draws ey forces, )
porscasion of Finland gives bor the doming 'e
Baltic, and tho possession of the Crynea Wtk e
tress of tho Black Sea. By theso weany, ig lh;;s
as in tho south, sho bas become a naval Power (. w
first rank.  Sinco the partition of Polang, . " :
and ricliost portion of which shaseized, shy wwg,h:;t;, '
Germany, which sho bates and desnises, Tie R il
saying, when thoy spoak of a Gurman, is knuwe, ¢y
bas used Lim ill cuough : ho bas made Lim Gormge
Lately again, in tho Hungarian war, the pride N
sia deeply wounded the military spirit of Austrig, 1 {8
the armies of the Czar committed the orror of re NN
ing the memory of their services bumiliating, ’

* Thus Russia advances westward, dnving bk g, g
ropean civilization at each step. 1sit by Ler by, &
t 4 eleganco and bastard Christiamity that she yoes.

(0 imposo upon cvilized nations 2  How bas ey N
them forget the impudenco and violencs vihich gos §8
most of her titles to possession.  Spoliation and e i
ism govern her conquored provinces. The fair &yt W8
tors of Poland aro periodically carried off and e o §
a far exile, 10 renes tho blood of their corpeng
Thoss conquerors themaclves, who are ther? Sl
thousand corrupted patricians, bending sy o R
willions of men under the kuout.

“ A fanatical and servila cleryy lives at the expuo {8
of this iznorant population, which is regularly et
ed in every duarce of social bivrarchy by the alez 8
trators ard judges. Ueforms are not possitls, £ 38
Russia despotism in strong in evil, and is poweris]
do good. “I'he principle of authority, so salutsy o
stricted within propes limits, is even vitiated ik 1 8
this adulterous wixture of tho sacred and tho pre'., 88
which troubled, even to madness, tho spinis ¢f B8
Cusars of Rume. )

“ Ia the lifo of nations, prescription for injue 88
never acquived. 1f tho weaknesses of the Fren, o8
binet under Louis XV, permitted the first psnic 4
Poland to the profitof the Czars, it the rovoltcurs
agitations of 1792 prevented Francs fiow opposa, o8
second dismemberinent of the Turkish- empire 1.3
last partition of Poland, it is for France of 1834, 18
quil under a strong government, to repair, 13 w32
is in ber puwer, the faults committed in the peceZ 388
century- :

% France, in drawing tho sword, demands ¢ ;
for herself ; she wishes notbing, she stands in neel 498
nothicg. ‘The greatness of & country is not murni
by the extent of its territorips, but by tho iuflsesce g
its policy aud the expausive force of its ideas. I
glaud, ourcordial and powerful ally, docs not expel8
anything either, s the roward of her concurergil
Like us she acts in-tho sonso of her national tndvis
butalso in the sense of tho liberty of the world.

« Tbis disiutcresiod attitude, supported by reiterzS
and soleman declarations, leaves no doubt upos GRS
mind of any man. Tho western. powers woull i
thereforo, be tho more authorized to raiss the yaestde
of remodeling the map vf Kurope.

# Has notdho moment como for openly declndié
whet all think and whisper below theirbreath ? Wigh
illusion does thero still exist on the nature of ths. 1=
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