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General Entelligence. .

UNITED STA'TES.
Ty the Editor of the Freeman's Journal and Catholic Register:
DR. JIUGHES ON KERWAN'S LETTERS.

Dean Stk :—1 see a certain work annoygeed, and much
Janded in several of the newspapers. entitled * Kirwan's Letterd
to Bishop liughes.’ 1 have not read these letters though I
have twice attempted to do so.  Why they were addressed to
me, I caanot comprelend. It s said by some who piobably
know und care aslittle about the matter as I do, that the author
of * Kirwan's Lctters to Bishop Hughes' is acertan Mr Me
Murray, a Presbyterian clerg ywan of El zabethtown, New Jer-
sey. Itis of little consequence whether this be so or not.—
The writer proclaims himself a countryman of mine and from
intrinsic evidence, which a glauce at his letters is suflicient to
to furnish, 1 feas his statement in his behalf is but 00 true.—
He must charge it to a lingering affection for Old Ireland, our
common mother, if I take the hberty of saying-that [ would ra-
ther he had heen anybodyelse's countryman.  But there 1s no
semedy. Ircland happily, has but few such sons as he, and
over what she would regard as their ingratituds there is lefito
her but the melancholy privilege of shedding a muther'a tear
for the waywarduess, in this instance of 3 vemute and erring
child. In the ingenuous suphistry of maternal affection, she
would, a0 doubt, frame excuses for him, in thathe withdrew
“his young limbs from thosc chains that have been rivetted on
hers for centusies—in that ker misfortuncs caused him to be
snatched from her bosom, and consigned toforeign mairans wiho
albeis most charitably disposed towards the boy, loved not his
mother. In the charity of affection she could forgive him all
that miglht be attributable to the mere accidents of his youth,
but lier heart ‘vouldfeel an additional pang 1f she were ta know
that any som of her’s, far beyond the western horizon that
bounds her vision, could be so untrue to her and 1 hinself as
in tho maturity of his years to make a boast of his apustacy and
rejoice in the calamitities of his childhoud.

Ot myself, so far as I have been able to read um, Kirwan
has spoken in terms of personal respect. o professes to re-
goard me as a man of talents, of whom esea Ireland need nut be
ashamed. e has no sympaihy with those men whoa few
years ago, attempted to bear me dawn by the rudeness of their
assault. Ia all this Kirwan does honor 10 lamsell; Fuat when
on the other hand, in order to damuge the Chureh he has fursa-
ken, he imputes to me a want of sincerity in my beliet and pro-
fession of the Cathwlic faith, he does grest injustice to the ge-
nerous instinet of his }rish nature—and betrays ouly the bad ef
fect of his Presbyterian training, The insinuation ie, that being
a man of talents like himself, I must sec the pretended errors of
the Catholic Church, as he does, that I have a public part to
sustain, and that I sustain it ircespective «f the better light
which he supposes [ must have, as a private individual. This
is a very injurions imputation. It destroys in my mind, the
valus of any courtesy which he may have intended to use to-
wards me personally.

I know not by what right Kirwan could have indulged in this
strange speculrtion : but it saggests o me an idea which may
or may not, be ‘ounded. We all know that Atheists, for in-
stance, seem impelled by some paramonnt interior haw of

their being, to speak of religion as if it were no concern of
theits.  Wa know that those who have resour.ecd the Catholic

faith seem governed by thesamo law, in referenca to the comi-
munivn which they have fursaken, and 8 little jnsight of the
human heart, cunfinned by the testimony of persons who have
gone through the melancholy expérience, will sufficiently ac-
count for what would otherwise seem faexplicable.  ‘The Pro-
testant -vho enters the Church, by the increase of his belief,
fitlg up a void in bis heart, and is afterwards more engaged with
the fulness of faith which he has received, than with the vacui-
ty which he loft behind. But when the transition is in the
othor dircction, as in Kirwan's case, the mind becomey engaged
1a the unnatural attempt to expel frons jtself tho sabstance of
faith and to satisfy itscif, instead, with ihe emptiness of nega-
tive belief. Such minds, in spite of their efloris, must live, in
a certain senee, an the old stock of their relizious conviciiony,
even by combatting what they cannat altogether destroy.

Our Protestant friends have rejoiced abundamly in the occa-
sional 41! of some unhappy priest of our communion. ‘These
were genorally unfortusate men before their transitivn, and
after straggling by a process such as we have reierred 1o, for
years, vee find many of them returning again, and with tears
qcknowlcf)’ging that their apostacy was but the act of passion—
that they did vt disbelieve the Churel:, but were angry witk
her—that their writing against her had a dooble object, to gra-
1ifv their resentmen?, end if possible to wear out the coavie.
tions of 1 or teachings, from their trovbled breasts, Whether
Kirwan's case is analogous it is not fur me to say.  But, av ail
evems | protest against his applying to me any unworthy test
with v hich Lis own consciousiess of tatives may, or may hot,
have made him familiar,

The object of Kirwan's Jetters is to show the reasons why he
left the Catholic Charch, and the reasons why he cazunot return,
Certandy he is al hiberly to write on any subject, and give his
raasons, aliiough the public never asked for them, so faras}
know; nor is it to Catholics especially, of the least importance
whether lie retura or not.  He would not have been wmisved,
and even if he had, the Church has been amply compensated,
1o the accession of very unmerous and distizgnished Protestant
clergymen, botlh in Burope and America. For his own sako
alono has the quesiion of lus leaving or returning, any, the
smallest consequence.  Yet his lettors appeay to have attracted
some attention. which s to he asciibed not to any novelty in the
pretended argement, but to a ccriain sprightliness of style in
assailing the dectrines of the Catholie Church, which renders
them a pleacing coutrast to the filthy volumes that have been
written on the same side and on the same subject. It is even
said that the writer has secured for them a portion of public at-
tention by the fact of publishing the name of Bishop Hughes
and concealing the name of the writer. Be all this as it may,
they have attzacted somo notice, and it is not unteasonable tu
suppose that many Protesiants who have 1cad them would be
disposed to hiear what might be said on the other side of the
questior.. Under this view of the case, 1 propuse to publish a
series of letters in your Journal, on the same great topics which
Kirwan has discussed,~and whereas he has pnblished reasons
for having Jcft the Catholic Church, and for refusing to return,
the object of my letters will be to show that no Catholic ought
1o forsake his Church, and that ail Protestants who have a zcal
for their salvation ought 10 enter her communion with as little
delay as possible. ‘This being the object of my letters, it will
be quite .nnn'eces;ary for me to refer to the langusge, or the



