12

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

Aprrit, o7

THE MASSACRE OF FORT WILLIAM.
4 Legend of the “ Black Watch.”

RY WILLWAM PITIMAN LETT.

Un the st suo of ‘Tie REVIEW it was statod
that W.D Lett Esq. had celebrated an incldent in
thostory of tho “*Massacro of Fort Willlum Houry”
nverse. By his kind permission this beautiful
and aftecting lyric 1s roprinted, it having first ap-
peared in tho “Ottawa Citizen"” newspapor, for
whicl: {t was written,

YEwas when thed¥na marched, the brave © Blnck
Watch” of yore,

‘Fo Old Fort Willlum onwant with Pibroch and
Claymore,

Loud shrieked theslogan ns they trod among
those anctent trees,

‘The burst of proud deflance swelling on the morn-
ing breeze.

They saw a painted savage amid the forost wild,

Who beld within his ruthless graspa little fair-
haired chilg,

The colmnn halted, horror-struck by the unwount-
ed sceno ’

That stately {ndian, and that child, in that deep
forest green.

Fire! crled the lender of the host; fire on the lur-
king foo !

Akilted clansman poised his gun and laid the
chieftain low.

Sore wounded was the Iroquots prone strotched
upon the ground;

Unharmed the little fair-haired boy the FORTY-
SECOND found;

‘They bore them to the woodland Fort, the deed
was nobly done,

The Highlanders had rescucd fts Commander’s
only son,

The duslzy warrior writhed in pain, but scowled
with scornfull eye,

And told them how Orono the Iroquols could die.

Faln was the father to avenge in blood the savage
daecd,

But a daughter of the Highlands saved him from
the doom decreed.

shoe dressed his wound with tender care, with
woman's gentle hand,

For woman to aflliction, Is the sameinevery land!

By words and slgns of kindness she soothed lits
savage grief.

Orono was a choseén brave, a warrior and chief,

A chieftainofthe Iroquois with scalp-lock proudly
drest!

Anad the scars of many 2 war-path upon his
tewny chest!

Ere many days the Iroquols recovered from his
wound,

Hprang on asentry, Knife in hand, with tiger
atealth anad bound,

When morning dawaed the soldler fn death was
1ying there,

But the Panther of the Iroquois had sought bhis
native lair !

'Phien sooh the leglons of Montcalm came march.
ing through e wood

And his scalping Indlun allies thimsting for the
focman’s blool;

The cannon roared and shot and shell crashed
through the riven afr,

And death in overy fearful form was then seen
cvery where;

But still the Red Crosg waved aloft, and  stiil the
daring few

Who manned the fated fortress fouzht ke Brit-
ans hrave and true !

Tho bravo ROYAL AMRRICANS and old Ruack
WaATCH were thore,

To rally round thir country’s ¥Fiag, its hionour was
thelr care;

And many a gatlant sonof France before thetrfiro
fell,

While hosts of whooping Iroquols the mounds of
staughter swell,

Bix days the work of death went on; Monroce,
atern, proud and brave,

Held out, expscling aid, hisittle Garrisontosave;

But afd came not, his failing ranks grow thinner
cvery hour,

Thoshot and shell rished through them ko n
devastuting show'r;

Tho lttle fort’s defences were sadly rent und
torn,

His men with constant fighting were wastgd, wan
and worn.

The foc in overwhelintug force swwas rushing
flercoly o,

The best that gallant hearts could do was well
and bravely done !

Al ot truee went forth at last 1o save the reme-
nant fow

Whoto the gloriesof the past bad valtautly prove
cd true,

The terms were made, with colors and waes hion-
ors out they came, .

That little band of heroes who had won a death.
less name !

Into the howling wilderness thiey wend thelr
trackless way,

While savage hordsare prowling round tmpattent

for their prey,
Aund she was there, the Scottish Girl, mnong that

gallant hand

Far from hier native heathery htits, in that dark
forost land ,

She who hrdsaved the Savage Chief from the up.
tifted arm

Of the old Commander of the fort—and shielded
him from harm.

And there, too, was the chosen one, with whom
tong, long ago,

8he had wandered through the passes of hier nat.
tve old Glencoe,

Among the kingly reglment bis was & name of
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Forr:l?cx:th was inthe Slogan when MceGilltvray
wasnear?!

Short was their passage through thoe woods, 't}
with a bursting yeill

Uponthe fated clausmen the savags focman fells

Like Locusts gathering with the blast that yell-
ing dusky host.

Hemmed themn around on every hand ‘till hope
was almost lost,

The clansmeon tired one volley, then  threw their
muskots down,

Loud swelled the boding Slogan, tho Inst sacrifice
tocrown,

Then back toback, with sword in hand, they
fought with might and main.

And piledaround them as they dicd dark heaps of
mangled slain,

Fearfulibe mighty draughts of blood, the cluy-
moro sharp and true

In that red carnival of death with trenchant fury

drew !
The tartaw’s variegatod bue was grimly purple

On cvary hero, as he fell, with the dark fooman’s
gore.

The Pibrochi's wall grew fainter, asthe war-whoop
nilled theair

And thousands rushed upon thein like tigers from
thieir luir, *

But still Hke muonarchs of the wild the kilted
clrusmen stood

Bhoulder Lo shoulder in the fight un that dread
day of blood.

The proudly blazoned jegends which thelr wav-
fug colors bore

Woro deeper dyed, while round them iay welt-
ering 1o their gore

The children worthy of theirsives—the 0ld “Bia~k

Watch' of yore!?

But tiercer waxed the conflict round » Uaggnze
waggon, where

Btood $he daughter of the heather with her
streaming golden hatr!?

A tull and grim-faced savage saw those ahining
locka of goly,

He wound his blood-statned fingers in thelr thisk
and drooping fold,

As wlih n glance of deadly hate he grasped the
malden fair

He waved hig red right hand alofl, the sealping
knlfc wasthero;

But cre o stroke could rencls hier heart, a chtef-
tsinlald his hand

Upon the fell ansawin's vrn, ‘twas tho leader ot
the band.

Who, who art thoti that duares to stay this arm in
tho fight,

Whon raised aloft with vengeanece tho white cen.
emy tosmite?

Oronoof the Iroquois ! I clsim herasmy own,

Touch not hier scalp, Isave her for the kindness
sho has shown

To the wounded Panthier when he lay within the
pulisades

A stricken prisoner benoath the * Long knife's
glistening blades;

Go! stil) tho Lattle rages, touch the malden not
again,

There's blood beneath yon tartuns in the hearts
of daunticss men!

Off strode tho cowering painted chief, but cre his
kaife he drew,

A Keen and sweepling claymore cloft his naked

form in two,
Qrono gontly bore her from the sceno of Lloxt ang
L

woe,

And in his forest wigwam Intd the daughter of
Glencoc;

Her parting giance ran wildly o'cr that slaughtor.
laden fleid,

Few were the Highland bonnets there, but not a
snan would yleld !

ThePlproch’s final blast she heard upon the even-
ing atr, .

Thoun no sound but the war-wl-oop of the Iroguots
was there.

Foulwas the treachery which gave such brave
hearts to be shain,

But the hroad-sword drank {ts vengeance deop
on Abraham’s plain !

The chiefinin’saged mother with & woman's geu-

+ tlc hang,

Sought to so0tho the stricken lone ono in that far
off forest land,

But nought could cheer her splrit lnden with fts
crushing woe,

And pgler ygrow the fading cheek of Mary of
Glencoo;

8he died; they gently laid her beneatha tree to
rest,

And the farestleaves fell lightly on her fair and
gentlobreast.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Otraws, April 21st, 1568,
SECOND READING OF THE MILITIA RILL.

Ion. Sir G. E. Cantitr moved the second
roading of the Billintituled An Act respect.
ing the Militia and Defenco of the Dominion
of Canada. He szid that according to pro-
mige, made on & previous occasion, he then
proposed to give certain oxplanations re-
specting the Bill, and to state what sum of
money the Government intended {o ask tho
House to grant for proposed fortifications.
Tho gallant Baronet addressed the House for
upwards of one hour in French, after which
ho briefly spoke in English. Ile said that
the House was aware it would be necessary
for the Government to ask for certrin ap-
propriat:ens for thebuilding of fortifications.

The House was in possession of the corres-
pondence which had taken place between
the Imperial Government and the Govern
ment of Cannda on the aquestion. The Gov
crmnent of Cannda had undertaken to fortify
Montreal, Xingston, Toronto and Paris or
London. The Imperial Government would
complete the works now in progress at Lovyis,
snd maintain those works and the works at
Quebee. Nothing had been said of the for-
tifications at Halifax, but as that wss an
Imperial dopot it was presumed the works

here would be maintained by the Home

iovernment. In addition to the works in

Quebec aud Ontario, works would have to be




