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the rernarkable attribute that it cani be rneasured with the nicCst
pr)iCCsiol.

If we accept thec cardinal idea runningy throughi this clefinitian thazt
licre ùs oIC time on/y we w~ill find ourselves on soid grounid, and w~e imav
1)rocCcl to l)uild up on the fundamiental principles of mîity and unbrok-en
continuity a sehemiie of reckoning. to mecet ail reasanable demands whicl
inay bc madie upon it, in this ancd succeedingg-enerations. 'thle probielîn
mwould bc casier of solution were therc no existing custamis to avercomie.
ati we lîad ta begin de' nova ta establish Uith best ineans of acconiplish.
ing the desircd, purpose.

As we are circumiist,-ncccl in the world's histary, \ve have ta accomîno-
dlate the r-cfar-m of to-dlay ta suchi of aur inhierited usages as are niot att
variance with essential 1principlcs, or do nat inaterially affect thecii-
application. If, for example, circumistances aclmitted, wc might %vitlî
acîvantage introclduce the decimial systemn as a notation to be followcd.
but ive alrcady use the duodecinial cornbined wvith. the sexagesî.,mat
division, and force of habit scms ta require, that wec shoulci, as far a
possible, adhicre ta the existing systemn in this respett, at lcast sa fa- als it
is not at variance withi sounti principles anci the genci ai canvenience. It
is obviousiy indispecnsible that ive shaulti refrain fronii any r-neddlles.-onie
i nterference wi th confi rmcd usages, or sugg-rest chianges îiat mail ifcstiv
calleci for.

The advance of civilizatian during the past hiaif cenitury hias produced
entirely nec\v conditions ini humnan life. Steamn and electricity a-pp)lie(l to
communication by sea andi land have clone nîuch ta abliterate distanice,
and bring ail nations, so ta specak, within anc nicighlborhaiocl. Thlroiugli
farce of circurnstances, therefore, wec arc obligeti ta take a comprehenicisive
view~ of the entire globe in cansidcring the quiestioni of timie-rcliiig
It is noa langer passible ta lit-nit the subject ta a îîarraw anîd sectionai
aspect. Thie praress of the age demands thiat \ve shoulcl îot conifinec mir
view ta anc lirnitcd horizon, ta aile country or ta aile continent. 'lie
prableni preseniteti for solution ta the people of bath hiciiisphcirc.î is to
secure a mneasurement of the aile universal passage of tirne comnin tu
-il], wvhichi shial be based ail data so incantrovertible, and an piniciplcs so-
.sauîd, as ta abtaiiî the acceptaîlce of the gemîcratiails whichi ar-c to
follov uis.

To cffect any measuirement: there are twa essemtials ; first, a stilîtiîg-,
point or zera ; secaond, a scale or a unit of nîieasurer-neiit. The Wasli-
ilgtan' Caiîfereîîce Of 1884 lias determiîîed bath a zero anîd a unit. he
z(:ro is the instanît of mîlean salar passage oîî the atiti-primc meridi


