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thoy know well that chese would
roceivo groat benafis from it.”

All tho other great Ubristiun writers
and teachors of antiquity, down to Bt.
Ambreso, 8¢, Joromo and 8t Augus-
tino, provo that the dootrine and
praoctice of tho Church in this im.

portant regard were the samo then as |
now, and, thereforo, that thoy are of |

apostolio authonty, and warrant,
according to tho maxim of 8t. Augus-
tino, “'that whigh tho univorsal Church
holds, which has been always re-
tained, and not instituted by counails,
is yustly belhoved to have been not
othorwise transmitted than by apos-
‘t]olio) authority. ~ (de Bapt. contra.
on,

5t. Aogustine, who flounsued n
tho fifth cont.u% is most oxplicit on
this aubjeat. one of lus sermona
(sorm. olxxii.) he says. ** Funeral
pomp and a gorgeous mausoloum,
without being of tho least service to
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appointment, and according to theit
position aud the measure of thar
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charity and friondsbhip, whick defy the
powers of doath and tho ruin and
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ort, and wo beston the day of their
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away oven though the marble monu

she will never surrender her hold on
thom and her abiding and loviug intes

tho Holy Sacrifice of thy Mass be fre-

peoplo to reoite the Rosary of the

i 20d. For this ond we oshorb our
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Blessed Virgir., with thar families, for
the roposo of the soals of the faithful

ost in them, until that Jay wher she | departed. ¢ may well imagine that

ing world, and will be taken up into
Heaven to bo thero the Ncw Jerusa

sonss of the word. It presents the ; lem -whcre God will wipe away all

toars where desth shall be no more,

ship with God, whother they still | nor mourning nor weeping shall not

remain in the flesh or are divested of | bo any more.

their bodics, and are reigning in

0, dearest brethren, let us not fail

kind of consolation to tho living. Bat | Heaven or suffering, with unspeakable , to pray for the duad. Death bas

that which cannot bo doubted 1s that

longings for home, in Purgatory,

morely parted them from as as to their

the prayers of the Church, the holy  bound togethor in the golden bonds of | bodily prosenco, but Lo Lias nut suvered
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obtain for them a more moroiful treat. | Which death itsolf cannot rend ssun- | with us, nor from the graces and ' the departed.

ment than they deserved. The wholo
Church, instructed by the trodisions of
the Fathers, takes care that at the part
of the saorifico in which the dead aro
mertioned, a prayer and an oblation
are made for all thase who have de-
parted this life in the communion of
the body of Jesus Christ."

A most touching incident is related
by this same great saint, which gives
us a glimpse into the life and practico
of the Church in his day. When his
saintly mother Monica was dying sbe
e8id to bim . Lay this body any.
where ; be not concerned about that ,
only T beg of you thet wheresoever
you be, you make remembrance of me
at the Lord's altar,” and the saint
goes on to toll how he fulfilled this
request, and how, atter her doath, the
*Holy Sacrifico of onr Ransom ** wae
offered for her, and how fervently he
continued to pray for her soul,

. The constant and unbroken tradi-
tion of praying for the dead, prevail-
ing at all times and in all countrirs,
18, we repeat, one of the strongest,
even if less direct tban othar proofs, of
the truth of the doctrine of the Church
as to the existence of a place of purga-
tion and probation in the next life.
This practico of praying for the dead
prosupposes also tho doctrine of the
communion of gaints.

Tho Catholic Church iz a living
organism—it is the body of Christ. It
exi8ts in Heaven in & trinmphant
stete, on earth in a militant state, and
in Purgatory in a suffering state, ** As
in one body,” says 8t. Paul in the
Epistle to the Romans, * there are
many members, but all the members
bave not the same office, 50 wo being
many, are one body in Christ, and
each one members one of another.”
The communion of saints ig a great
feot attested by the revealed word of
God, nnd embodied as au artiole of
faith in the Apostles’ Creed. The
Church is a vast society of the children
cf Christ, embracing the saints in
Heaven, the suffering souls in Purge-
tory, and its members still dotained in
the flesh, There is & bond of union,
of sympathy. and of charity, binding
all theso children of the Church in
one great family of God. Death
caunot separate these souls, nor raise
up an impasaible barrierdividing them,
for Christ, who is our pesce, hath
broken down all the walls of parti-
tion whick sin and desth had inter-
gosed ‘betwoen God's children, and

ath made botk one; that is, hath
ombraced snd united the eaints in

Heaven, his children on earth, and
hig suffering prisoners in Purgatory,
into ore body, whioh is His Ohnr:g.

And, as in the human body, all the

der, for love is stronger than death —
Jortis est it mors delectiv. In the
Catholic aystem tha love of friendship
aund of charity is not killed or extin
guished by death. I survives its
awfal ravages —it smiles above the
wreck of mortality, like the blessed
light of hops upon a death-bed--like
the rainbow of promise over tho retir-
ing watera of the deluge. Boul lives
in blissful communion with sonl—
friond here with departed friend—and
nor death nor the grave can part
them. This is and ever has been the
belief and practice of the Chureh, and
hence we find in every Christian age,
from the catacombs to this nineteenth
century, prayers and sacrifice offered
up by the living for the souls of the
faithiful doparted. We find this belief
and praclice recorded on the damp
walls of the catacombs—on mural
tablets in churches—on the tombs
that affection or pride has raised to
the memory of the departed. We
find them enshrived in the immortal
pagos of the Fathers—embodied in
the liturgios of the castern and western
Churches, and in the plaintive musio
and wailing dirges of the Church—in
the ¢ Dies Irm,” and ** Liberas," they
have come echoing, sounding down
the eges, soathing and healing broken
hearts, deying the tears of thoss made
widows and orphans by death—and,
in accents of tenderest pity and com-
passion, pleading at the mercy-seat of
God for the rest and pease and bappi-
ness of the departed onmes. Oh, far
more heart-reaching than Jeremiah’s
song of sorrow emid the ruins of his
beloved city—f.r more touching and
overpowering thun the lamentiations
of Rachel for the lost children of
Rama—are the sorrow-laden dirges of
the Church when pleading to God for
comfort and strength and patience for
the living boreaved ones, and forgive-
ness and merey for the departed dead.
All tho sighs and sorrows of brokea
hearts—all tho crushing afflictions
and %riefs of widows and orphans—all
the heart anguish and sgony of be-
reeved mothers—all the fears ard
hopes of the living for the dead—are
taken up and given voices in the
liturgy of the Church, and. in union
with the pleadings of the precious
blood, ascend to Heaven, and in
acceats more fearful, more piteens
and more touching than ever else,
pleaded for the romission of guilt or
the alleviation of sorrow, ory oat to
God for camfort for the sorrows of the
living, and for moroy and pardon for
the depaxted.

The Egpytians cmbalmed the bodies
of their dead, and thus preserved them

incorrupt for centuries, The Church

merocies of Christ. - The souls of the

faitb{ul departed,” says St. Augustiue,” |

" aro not separated from the Churcl,

which is the Kingdom of Clrist, for |

otherwiso there would nut by a cum

memoration made of them al tho Altar
of God in the commanion of the Lody
of Christ." The souls in Purgatory
are in the Kingdom of Christ's infinite
mercy aud compassion, as well s of
His justice. Pray for them as Martha
prayed for her dead brather, and ob-
tained bis return to life. Bring them
in faith and hopefulness before the
mercy seat of our Lord, even as the
widow of Naira carried her dead son to
Him, and he will have compassion on
them, and will say . I say to you
arigs.,” And tho dead will hear the
voico of Christ releasing thewa from
prison and from pain, and they will
arise to the company of the just, to the
citizenship of Heeven, to the hcme of
@od, where, in the words of holy writ,
¢ they shall be before the throne of
God and serve bim day and night in
his temple ; and Ho that sitteth on the
throne shall dwell over them, and they
shall not hunger nor thirst any more,
neither shall the sun fall on them, nor
any heat, for the lamb whioh is i the
midst of the throne shall rule them,
and shall lead them to the fountains
of the waters of life, and God shall
wipe awsy all fears from their eyes.”
(Apos. viie., 15, 6, 7, 16.)

Among the suffering souls there
may bo somo whora we are especially
bound to aid. There may be some
who have shared the joys of our past
life, and some who bave shared our
sorrows. There may be some whom
we have injured by our example, harsh
ness or indulgence, and to whom per-
haps, we have ever been the immediate
cause or oocasion of the sins for which
they are suffering. There are some,
mayhsp, whose death occurred under
such circumstances that we have rea-
son to fear that their suflerings are
peouliarly terrible, and that their ab-
sence from God will endure long.
Possibly, too, theses suffering souls have
during life been very near and dear to
us. They may bo our relatives, our
brothers or sisters, our children, our
fathers or our mothers. God loves
them and dedires their speedy admis-
gion to heavenly bhappiness; yet He
makes this depend on the amount of
love wo may manifest for them. Ho
will not admit them %o oternal glory,
until our fervent prayers open to them
the heavenly gates, That our works
of charity, whereby we believe the poor
on earth, performed for Christ, and
roised in valuo by His merits, cancel
many sins, is attested in Holy Serip-
ture ; for ¢* alms delivereth from deaih,

those souls appeal to us constantly for
the help that we can 8o readily afford
to thom. We may .magine them ad-
dressing us in the words of holy Job
Xix.21.; “Have ity onme, bavepity
on me, you at least iny friends, because
the band of the Lord hath touched
me."

8:d. We desire that the Church bell
bo tolled at seven o'clock each evening
during the month, to romind the %ith
ful of the sacred duty of praying for

This pastoral ghall be read in all the
Churches and Chapels of our diocese,
and in the religious communities, the
Sunday after its reception.

Given at St Peter’s Palace, London,
Ont., on the 26ta October, 1885.

! Joux WavLsu,
Bishop of London,
- — e

The Late Mayor Harrlson,

Carter Harrison, who was agsassi-
nated at Chicsgo on the 28th of
QOctober, was a native of the State
of Kentucky. baving been born in
Fayotto County in 1825. He traced
his descent to one of Cromwall’s lieu-
tenants, Richard A. Harrison. who
led Charles I. to the block. The
future Mayor first settled in Chicago
in 1855, from which time he continu.
ed in moreasing influence amongst his
follow citizens, who showed their
confidence by electing him Mayor on
five different occasions. 3 peculiar
sadness gathers round the tragedy
from the fact that Mr. Harrison, on
the 7th of this month, was about to
marry his third wife. Miss Annie
Howard, a young lady of New Orleans
wao is on 8 visit at Chicago, was the
intended brids, but who came very
nearly being an eye witness of the
murder, havingjust left Mr. Harrison’s
house when the murderer called.

Thus lay in death the chief magis-
strate who should have closed the
great Fair, and the day which should
have been marked with gladness sud
congratulations is marked with gloom:
and sorrow. President Palmer made
the formal announcement, and prayers
were offered. The flags flving at half
mast, a city in mourning, and the
Cclumbian Exposition of 1893 passes
into history, like 8 summer day whose
evening is clouded with storm and
shock of thunder, but whosv wonder-
ful success will ever be a subject of
pleasing remembrance to those who
took part or sawr its wonders.

The German papers state that the
Theodosien Sisters, or Sisters of the
Oross, who were expelled from War-
den in 1876, have now been authorized
to roturn.

Mr. George W. Barge of Twyford,
near Bockingbam, England, a well-
known High Ohurchman and contro-
versialist, has lately become @ convert
to the Catbolic Oburoh.

There are cazey of consumptioz go far
zdvanced that Bickle’s Antf.consumptive
Syrup will not ourc, but none o bad that it
will not givo rolief.- For conghs, colds and
all affections of tho throat, lungz and chest,
it is » specific which hasnover been known to
fall. It promotes o fres and ensy oxpootor-
ation, thercby removing the phlegm, aud

gives tho dissazcd parta & chanco to heal,




