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demption, Clrist stunds in o similar relation
to His people as the head in the human body |
- its glorious span both sides of the rive
words, Christ and I1is people are so identified |
; are_united to Christ, are really in fellowd
, and brotherhood with even yon bright th

to its infertor limbs and members.  In other
in the eve of the Divine government, that
His merits are accounted theirs, and their
prospects hound up with His. Before com-
ing to Christ, men abide in the staté of guilt
and misery bequeathed to them by thdir ori-

ginal progenitor, But whenever they come,

to Christ, they are dissevered from the first

Adam, and brougkt into vital union with the |

sccond Adam. Irom that moment, all that

Christ did und suffered to propitiate an (flend- | one with_them still; part and parcel of t
ed God, is placed to their account. even as if same redeemed company ; members of

they had been confederate with llim in the

doing and the suffering.  From that moment |
the peace of God and the hope of glory,
which he earned by His obedience unte death, |
‘T'he Holy Spirit which was.

became theirs,
poured upon Him without measure, is shed
down upon them to an extent commensurate
with their necessities.  In short, becoming, as
it were, a part of Christ, they fall to be dealt
wi o, as if, instead of having incurred the
Davine wrath by their apostacy, they had with
Christ fulfilled all righteousness, and earned
a title to everlasting glory. .And how exalt-
ed such a privilege ! That men, who are but
sinful dust and ashes, should not only be
brought out of the kingdom of darkness into
a society of which Christ is the HHead, but
should be united to Christ- -identified with
Christ—invested with His merits—endowed
with the same Holy Spirit—encouraged to
anticipate the same celestial reward; what
words can express, what numbers reach, the
height of such an honor! Yet this honor
have all seints.

The second privilege is—.Association with
the whole body of the faithful.

Union with the Head ncecessarily ensures
union with all the members; and the honor
of connection with them is only second to the
honor of connection with Him. To be asso-
ciated with ary bedy of spiritual men, how-
ever small, so as to enjoy their sympathy and
co-operation, is no mean benefit. But the
privilege of Christian believers 18 far more
extensive, and far more exalted. ‘The Church
of Christ is not limited to any singte congre-
gation, or to any one communion. It includes
the faithful of every sect; it includes the ex-
cellent of the earth of every country 3 nay, it
reaches to the world unseen, and comprehends
all departed saints, from righteous Abel down
to the last redeemed soul just gone to glory.
Believers ‘¢ are come,” not only “ to the gene-
ral assembly of the first-born whick are writ-
ten in heaven,” but also “to the spirits of
just men made perfect.” Itis an error to
separate the Church militant and the Church
triumphant, as if they were two unconnected
communities. They are not unconnected ;
they are not two,—they are one. Chirist’s
holy and beautiful house comprises under its
apacious roof, alike the outer court of this

1 sent condition is in many points infericr
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carth, and the holy of holies within the
The ruinbow of the covenant embraces wjs

ceath.  And all of ug here, therefore,s

of redeemed spirits on high. T'rue, ouxpy

theirs; true, we ave u little flock, they anid
mense multitude ; we are in the wildeny
they in the land of promise; we are sty
gling in the battle, they celebrating the
torv. Yet, despite these diversities, we 1

same mystical body ; heirs of the same brig
inheritance,
“ One Brotherhinod, we divell in Him,
One Churchabove, beneath;
Though now divided by the stream—
'The narrow stream of death.
One army of the living God,
‘Fo His commands we how;
Part of the host have crossed the flood,
And part are crussing now.”

And is not this, too, an ennobling privileg:
‘The Roman sage deemed it much to be af!
to say, “ We depart to join the divine assen
bly of exalted spirits.” ~ But, as Christian k]
lievers, our communion with the glorifd
dead is not a4 thing merely in reversion, |
is a present immunity. " We are alrealy
“come” to them. We are already on thy
same sacred mount, though farther than ther
from its resplendent summit. We are alreads
within the same holy temple, though divided
from them by a temporary veil. Nay, tha
veil is itself waxing thinner and thinuer eveny
day, insomuch that the celestial radiaue
which encircles them is_already beginningu)
shine through to us.  Yet a little longer, anf
that veil shall aitogether melt away, and w
shall be with them around the throne!

‘There is yet a third kindred privilege~k
right to the heavenly inheritance.

Union with Christ ensures, not only pr-
sent fellowship with the redeemed, but event-
ual participatiou in their reward. In pur-
chasing heaven by His obedience unto death,
Christ acquired its felicities, not for himslf
alone, but for every member of Iis mysticd
body s and not more certain is it that Hin-
self, the Divine Ifead and Forerunner, by
already entered into glory, than it is thatd
His members shall eventually follow Hia
thither. The believer is thusa eitizen
heaven, even while he dwells on earth. Hs
abode here may be a squalid hovel; but b
is an heir of glory. A heavenly crown bs
been purchased for him, and is preparing ft
him, and will ere long eneirele his brow. Te
ancient Hebrew could boast, under whatere
sky he sojourned, that he was a freeman¢
Jerusalem, the city of God. The Chrisin
believer has a holier city and a nobler ho
to boast of, He s a freeman of the Jerustia
above. He possessesin the present blesa




