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Henry Ward Beecher on Smoking.

I must be permitted to specialize still
another danger under Lhe general head of dis-
sipation,—one that you are not accustomed
to hear spoken of in the pulpits. I mean the
danger of using tobacco. Do not think that
1 propose to deliver un indiscriminate tirade
of abuse against this practice. I wish to
speak moderately, and to give the result of
my reflectio1s founded upon much observa-
tion. I do not deny that there are many
remperaments that seem to be able to use to-
baceo all their Jife long with comparaiively
little inconvenience—to themselves. 1 do
not mean that every young man who addicts
himself to ehewing or smoking will of neces-
sity take to other vices, or let this habit ran
to- excess. But we are a nervous people.
Rverything in the economy of our society
t:nds to develop the brain and the nervous
svstem unduly. Now as a mattter of fact, it
13 true among such a people, smoking is apt
to lead to drinking. Not always, not neces-
tarily ; bit frequently, and naturally. The
cup and the cigar are well acquainted with
euch other. The use of tobacco slways tends
to waste the nerve-force and the brain-force ;
and in thousands of cases there ean be no
(uestion but that it squanders life by leakage
right from the centre,  And you donot know
whether you are the one in five that will he
poisoned and prematurely destroyed, or not.
If there was one single reason for this habit,
there might be some excuse for those that in-
dulge in it ; but it is a thing which is utterly
without any reason whatever, You have to
make superhwman exertions, in the first in-
stance, to be persuaded to touch tohacco, It
would seem as if God, when he made that
weed, said, *I invoke all spirits of nausea
and nastiness to stand round about and
defend it from any touch.” For it seems io
me that if anything would be secure from hu.

an meddling, that would. It is repugnant
.0 every feeling. The whole nature revolts
trom it.  You are not drawn to it by anything
that is in you or in it. Not one single ele.
ment of health does it give you; and the
pleasure that is derived from its use is, in the
main, illusive pleasure. And such is the
effect of it as a poison upon many constitu.
tions, that the struggle of breaking away from
itis next only to the struggle of breaking away
from the cup.  And it bas led manyand manya
youth to the cup. If you have but just hegun
to smoke, ask yourselves what earthly good
1t will do you; and if you fail, as you #ill, to
find a good excuse for continving the habit,
leave it off. If you chew and smoke, your
misery is double ; and if you do bu! one, do
not try to cure yourselves by doing the other;
fer you will end in doing both. Oa grounds
r simple common seanse, [ ask every young
08N in this congregation who is addicted to
the filthy nractice of smoking or chewing, is
it worth your whiie 10 spend your means, and
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to entail upon yourselves an annecessary ex.
pense, for the sake of keeping up a habit that
incommodes others, that annovs those abhout
you ; that will probably have a bad influence
upon your health, and that will possibly injure
your morals?  While T would not seem to
be exirovagant, T cannot fail 10 give a solemn
and affectionate warniog to the young people
of my charge on this subject. If you have
not Iearned to use tohacco in any forr, I be.
seech of you abstain from it. The young
often acquire the habit because thay feel that
it will be a distinction? No: unfortunately,
smoking is so common that it is not a dis-
tinction. If you wish to bave a distinetion, re-
froin trom smoking: that will make gyou
rather remarkable.
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BUT ONE ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE.

An instructive incident is related of a Mis-
sionary and a proud and powerful Indian
chief. The chief was convicted of sin.
Trembling under a sease of guilt he approach-
ed the Missionary, and proffered his belt of
wampum to be freed from his crushing fears,
“ Ne,” said the Missionary, *Chiist cannot
accept such a sacrifice.” The Indian depart-
ed, but soon returned, offering his rifle and
the skins he had taken in nunting. *No,”
was the reply, * Christ cannot accept such a
sacrifice.” Again the Indian went away, but
soon returned once more with a troubled
conscience, and offered his wigwam, wifs,
child, everything, for peace and pardon.
¢ No,” was the reply, ¢ Christ cannot accept
such a sacrifice.” The chief seemed oppressed
with surprise for a moment, then lifting up
tearful eyes to the face of the Missionary, ke
feelingly eried out, * Here, Lord, take pcor
Indian too.”

How wany poor Indians there are in the
world! ¢ Men,” says vne, * will argue for
religion, give for it, fight for it, die for it, do
anything but live for ir.” And yet ro live
lor it, 1o devote one’s self to a life of sacrifice
in its interest, is of the very essence of relig-
ion. He who withholds himself from Christ
has not given all that Christ asks.

DaiLy RELIGIGN. —] have no faith in that
woman who talks of grace and glory abroad
and vses no soap at home, Let the buttons
be on the shirts, let the children’s socks be
mended, let the roasted mutton be done ‘o8
turn, let the house be as clean 2s a new pin,
let the home be as happy as home can be;
and there will be room for those little deeds
of love and faith which, in my master’s name
I seek of you who love his appearing. Serve
Gnd by doing common actions in a_heavenly
spirit, and then, if your daily calling only
leaves you cracks and crevices of time, fill
these up with holy service. To use the
apostle’s words, “ As we have opportunityy
let us do good unto all men,”— Spurgeon.



