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the face of an' ungodly world, to sav with
Joshua, " As for us, we will 'erve the Lord."

In the third and last place, we observe that
personal piety wvill and nust lead to a sincere
anxiety for the souis of others, and especially
for those joined to us in the endearing ties
of nature. " As for re aid ny house, we
will serve the Lord." ie was concerned for
the well-being of everv individual who com-
posed that large assembaly. lie would adviie
and entreat thern, with aIl earniestiess, Io
cioose that sxrvice which he knew and coubli
assure them was reaisonable and good, and
certain to be crowned with a reward the mnost
lasting and glorious ; ana si icerely did ho
pray that God would so dispose their hearts ;
hut shnuld they 'disregard his counsels, and
turn awa to other godi, he was determined
that his family. sr far as his autlority and
example and teaching courd effect it, would
be differently resolved. Whatever professions
men may make, and however conspicuous
may appear their zeal for the reformation1 of
their fellow-men, it is impossible thev can he
sincerely interested until thev have previouslv
felt, in their own case, the fearful and perif-
aus condition of the unrenewed and unpar-
doned sinner. When we se c man in the
anguish of bodily sufferings, we feel for him,
we pity, we deeply svmpathize, and we would
relieve, if it were possible ; and we thus feel
because we have experienced what bodily
pains are. In the same way, in order trulv to
feel for our fellow-men whose touls are dis-
Pesed and dying, we must ourselves have first
telt the pains of that spirituwal malardy, and
have seen the dread consequenes, if niot de-
livered from it and effectualih healed. The
man who experienced this in his own soul-
who felt and groaned under thie guilt of sin,
and thus was made to ery out, " What shall
I do to be saved ?"-that mari cannot witness
his fellow-men pursue the path of sin bit with
grief and sorro.w. le knows where this
path leads, and where it must termiiate.
Knowing end believing this, ali the feelings
of hi@ soul are urging him to pray and labor,
and to employ every possible means ta turn
them from the fatal path. But, while the be-
liever's heart is thus drawn forth towards bis
fellow-men, and embraces, in its prayere, the
welfare of every one of his neighbors and
every family of mankind, more especially
does he feel anxione and concerned for the
iamortal souls that compose him own family
andiare placed in Lis own care. The ties
which hind them to bis beart ure stronger,
and proportinrally stronger and more lively
will be his anxiety , and while he must be
inifluenced by this, he will be no less er by
the thought' that the responsibility arising
from the relation suastained is.of a heavier
nature and more solemn. A man may he
discouraged in his efforts to labor for others,
from a sense of lis weakness and inabil-
itv, and frum a fear that bis a4iee
=ay be scuffed at; but no man can plead

such excuses for neg!ecting te labor for the
soulu of bis own family, who have been co-
mitted by God to his special charge. Every
Christian parent is placed by God, as the
head of his family, to teach, to guide, and to
impresF, by precept iand exrianple, in the mind*
of his children, the value of the Wurd of God
and the preciousness of the Saviour there re-
vealed. And while thus he must be diligent
in imparting the knowldge of the lHoly
Scriptures. he must lso cmirrnue in earnest
-raver for the divine influenee, which alore
can'render his efforts eafectuak It ia surelv
unnecessarv to say that everv parent who
knows the salue of the imm<ortal soul, the
char-acter of its falltes condition, the doom
impending over i:, aid the great change
which must be effected in order tis its salva-
tion. will be animsted with persevering dili-
trence in thus laboring. His affeetion for bit-
famili ; the danger to himself if he negleca.
the duties and makes 1lght of the respornsibi-
lities of his position ; the express coamand of
God that he train up his children in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord ; and the
gracious and sure promise attached k-o the
diligent and prayerful obedience ; aIl unite iui
urging to the moit earniest diligence. The-
parent who is not impresssed with th-,i and
to whom the souls of his children are niot a,
subject of deep anxiety and continued prayer,.
let him not deceive hiimself by imagining that
he sver eaperienced the saving influence of
the grace of God. While concerned for their
vorldly prosperity and comfort ; and while.

evervthing that pertains to the welfare of tne
hodv is of liriel interest, that nakes hin toil
hard, but cheerfaullv ; and while'the leasit pain
anîd suffering endured by them renders him
anxious and unhappy, he yet feels no real
solicitude for the interests of the undying-
spiîrit ;-it is vain for him to speak of person-
ai piety. Whatever his profession and h
apparent zeal ia many other things, while
thus acting towards his own family, it i8 cer-
tninly evident he lias not feit the soul to be
mort precious thani the body, nor the inter-
erts of eternity more important than those of
Ie present world. The parent who bas seen
these things under their true aspect, need we
sav wherein his anxiety shall be specially
exercised? It in not in reference to this
world, and the position which his family may
attain. He will, indeed, he concerned about
thbat. He will provide for their wanta, and
suipplv. as far as it is possible for him, every
needfil comfort , but, O. it is their future
happiness that especially fille his heart with
solicitude'. It is, that God may be their God
and Father ; and te see them walk in the
pathe of holiness, it is this that gladdens lais

eart. When God condescended to give
Abraham speeial marks of His favor, and to
present him with assurances of the great
things He was ta do for him, the godly Pa-
triarch, instead of dwelling on these thinga,
Was drawn with anxiety to the child already
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