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the face of an’ungodly world, to say with
Joshua, ¢ As for us, we will serve the Lord.”

In the third and last place, we observe that
péreonal pisty will and must lead to a sincere
anxiety for the souls of others, and especially
for those joined to us in the endearing ties
of nature. “ As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord.” He was concerned for
the well-being of every individual who com-
posed that large assembly. He would advise
and entreat them, with all earnestness, to
choose that a>rvice which he knew and could
assure them was reasonable and good, and
ecertain to be crowned with a reward the most
lasting and glorious; and siacerely did he
pray that God would 8o dispose their hearts;
hut should they "disregard his counsels, and
turn awav to other gods, he was determined
that his family. so far 2& his authority and
example and teaching couid effect it, would
be differently resolved. Whatever professions
men may make, and however conspicuous
may appear their zeal for the reformation of
their fellow-men, it'is impossible they can be
sincerely interested until they have previously
felt, in their own caie, the fearful and peril-
eus condition of the uarenewed and unpar-
doned sinner. When we see & man in the
anguish of bodily sufferings, we feel for him,
'e_piz)‘, we deeply eympathize, and we would
relieve, if it were possible ; and we thus feel
because we have experienced what bodily
pains are. In the same way, in order truly to
feel for our fellow-men whose souls are dis-
sesed and dying, we must curselves have first
telt the pains of that apititual malady, and
have seen the dread conrequences, if not de-
livered from it and effectuallv healed. The
man who experienced this in his own soul—
who felt and groaned under the guilt of sin,
and thus was made to ery out, * What shall
1 do to be saved P”—that man cannot witness
his fellow-men pursue the path of sin but with
grief and sarrow. He knows where this
path leads, and where it must terminate.
Knowing end believing this, all the feelings
of his soul are urging him to pray and ishor,
and to employ every possible means to turn
them from the fatal path. But, while the be-
liever’s lieart is thus drawn forth towards his
fellow-men, and embraces, in ita prayers, the
welfare of every one of his neighbors and
every family of mankind, more especially
does he feel anxicus and concerned for the
immortal souls that compose hix own family
and?are placed in his own care. The ties
which bind them to his heart ure stronger,
and proportionally stronger and more lively
will be his auxiety; and while he must be
influenced by thir, te will be no less so by
the thought that the responsibility arising
from the relation sustained is of a heavier
nature and more solemn. A man may be
discouraged in his efforts 1o labor for others,
from a sense of his weakness and inahil-
ity, and from a fear that his advice
may be scoffed at; hut no man can plesd
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such excuses for neglecting te labor for the
souls of his own family, who have been com-
mitted by God to his special charge. Every
Christian parent is placed by God, as the
head of his family, to teach, to guide, and to
ieress, by preceptand example,in the minds
of his ctildren, the value of the Word of Gad
and the preciousness of the Saviour there re-
vealed. And while thus he must be diligent
in imparting the know!rdge of the Holy
Scriptures, he must also eontinue in earnest
prayer for the divine inluenee, which slone
can render his efforts effectual. It is surely
unnecessary to say that every parent who
knowa the value of the immaortal soul, the
character of its fallen condition, the doom
impending over i:, and the great change
which must be effected in order to its salva-
tion, will be animated with persevering dili-
gence in thus laboring. His affeetion for his
family j the danger to himself if he neglects
the duties and makes light of the respousibi-
litier of his position ; the express command of
God that he train up hir children in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord ; and the
gracious and sure promise attached to the
diligent and prayerful obedience ; all wnite in
urging to the most earnest diligence. The
parert who ia not impressed with this, and
to whom the souls of his children are not a
subject of deep anxieiv and continued prayer,
let him not deeeive nimself by imagining that
he ever experienced the saving influence of
the grace of God. While concerned for their
worldly prosperity and comfort; and while
everything that pertains to the welfare of the
hady is of lirely intereat, that makes him toil
hard, but cheerfully ; and-while'the least pain
and suffering endured by them renders him
anxious and unhappy, he yet feels no real
solicitude for the interests of the undying
spirit ;—it is vain for bim to speak of person~
al piety. Whatever his profession and his
apparent zeal in many other things, while
thus acting towards his own family, it is cer-
tainly evident he has not felt the soul to be
more precious thau the body, nor the inter-
efts of eternity more impertant than those of
the present world. The parent who has seen
these things ander their true aspect, need we
say wherein his anxiety shall be specially
éxercised? It is not in reference to this
world, and the position which his family may
attain, He will, indeed, be concerned about
that, He will provide for their wants, and
supply, ae far as it is possible for him. every
needful comforts but, O, it is their future
happiness that especially fills his heart with
solicitude, It is, that God may be their God
and Father; and to see them walk in the

aths of holiness, it is thia that gladdens his

eart. When God condescended to give
Abraham speeial marks of His favor, and to
present him with assurances of the great
things He was to do for him, the godly Pa-
triarch, instead of dwelling on these things,
was Jrawn with anxiety to the child already
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