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individual conscience on the other, There is a more extensive
system of guidanee which regulates conduct and which differs
from both in its character and sanction. It applies, like law,
to all the members of a society alike without distinction of persons.
It resembles the morality of conscience in that it is enforced by
no legal compulsion. In the English language we have no name
for it, and this is unfortunute, for the lack of a d...inctive name
has occasioned confusion both of thought and of expression.
German writers have, however, marked out the system to which
I refer and have given it the name of “Sittlichieit.”” In his
book “Der Zweck tm Recht” Rudolph von Jhering, a famous
professor at Gottingen, with whose figure I was familiar when I
was - student there nearly forty years agoe, pointed out, in the
part which he Jevoted to the subject of “Sittlichkett,”’ that it
was the merit of the German language to have been the only
one to find a really distinetive and scientific expression for it.
“Sittlichkeit” is the system of habitual or customary conduet,
ethieal rather than legal, which embraces all those obligations of
the citizen which it is “bad form”’ or “not the thing”’ to disregard.
Indeed, regard for these obligations is frequently enjoined merely
by the social penalty of being “cut’ or looked on askance. And
vet the system is so generally accepted and is held in so high
regard that no one can venture to disregard it without in some
way suffering at the hands of his neighhours for so doing. If a
man maltreats his wife and children, or habitually jostles his
fellow-citizen in the street, or does things flarrantly selfish or in
bad taste, he is pretty sure to find himself in & minority and the
worse off in the end. But not only does it not pay to do these
“hings, but the decent man does not wish to do them. A feeling
analogous to what arises from the dictates of his more private
and individual conscience restrains him. He finds himself so
restrained ia the ordinary affairs of duily life. But he is riided
in his conduet by no mere inward feeling, as in the case of con-
science. Consecience and, for that matter, law, overlap parts
of the sphere of social obligation about which I am speaking. A
rule of conduct may, indeed appear ir. more than one sphere, and
may consequently have a twofold sanction. But the guide to




