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obeîsvcteun. But w e have no besitation in
saying that, a jury voulet bc likely always to
regard it in M/is liph t, in the case of an nu
natural or unofficious testament. And are
are -not topee ta sy it should, sot lie go."
(What! that a jury should find against evi-
dence ?) Il he commnon sense instincts of a
jury are very likoly to le-,di tbem right in cases
of this character. The inu who lias uo more
respect for himsolf or for Christian huril, thon
this will indicates, has no just dlaim to the
regard or respect of others." W ith great
defereuce for thoc learuntl writer, 1 must differ
fromi hlm. Ilow eaui the laxv refuse to execute
a testator's xviii, so far as il is uot tainlan fui
or abhorrent to morais or contrary to public
poiicy, uuless the testator hc pros ed to have
been of uusouud mnd ? Suppose, iu addition
to proof of his cloe intellect, the objects of
bis bounty xvore unribjectionable or praisoe
w orthy ; suppose hoe sbou-ld bequcathbhis
esate to thec Arncries n Rible Society, for in-
stance; shall ne defeàt bis viii boecause ha
aiso gives his bouies to the New York Medical
College ? Refuse to cyccute that portion of
bis nvill, perhaps, as agaiust good morals sud
public policy, b)ut don't luick up thc wheat
witb the tares. T"he disposition of this testa-
tor's romains w as undoubtedly repugnaut to
mon's flurfelirings, but I1 must c 1fc sec
notlîius improper iii a great scientific man, like
_Agass'iz, for exaniple, bequeathing bis skeletou
te a university w bich ho bas doue roucb to
adloru. If ho sbo-uld die ab sea, it wol ho, a
mucb more sensible uise of his boues thian to

ive lhemn to tie flshes, althougb bbc latter
auîgbt w el conuýider sncb au eveut of poetic
justice ou one xwho bas reduced so mnauy of
their tribe to skeletons.

When a mais come's to me to bave bis imili
draw n, and propose's to make bis bouuty to
bis -,vite depeudent on ber Ilrem-aimdung bis

w 1dn, abvsa s feol au ardent desire to kick
or otherwise ex-illy entreat tbat man. I am

ee:lsable te0 couvert sncb a beathcŽu. If 1
fail, iny ombien to oct on my aforesaid mus-
cuil o impulse is w boily oxving t the restrain-
in- poweor of diuine grade. A good tbhiug for

sul mon to- ri emember is tbe golden miec:
Il býVasoca or yo wsould thiat others sbould do

unito you, do y e even so unto thons." W ould
tb ýy hike to bave their ricil wives beave sncb
ivilis bebind thmni? The w elkiu w ould riug
xvitb tbeir hon la. 'fbat mou eau go eut of
life leaviiug sucb 'cestamneuîary directions is au
ex idence of their fleuire to, perpetuato their
jeaiou,v, asc wcil as their mcmiory and w ealth.
Of suecb il carnet be sacd,

Tbe good nou cdo, lives after tbem;
lice b,îd la oft juterrefi witb their bonn-s"

Perbaps, quiteý probably, the very mioney s0
gruidgiucly bestowxed came fro n tihe wife ; in-
deed, it inay have been given ber by a, former
husband ; or the nufe msiy bave earned it lu
teacbing msusic or keepiug a boarding bue
snd sveekly hauded il ov or to a mecan ýpÎirited

wretcb of a husband, w-ho nover did au boucat
hour's n'ont lu bis lite, but baving livod on bis
xvife ail bis days, la bound that no other man
sali ever have the like temptation. I have
noticed that sncb mon geuerally contrive to,
get their xxives to siges off al their dower rigbt
lu their life-tinse. So thore la no inducemeut
left for the poor creatures to ha extravagant.
Somo communî'des bave hadt tihe good sense
and maguanimity to deciare sncb devises void,
as being in restraint of marriage, but New
York bas not arrived at thait pitcb of moral
elevation yet. Our state lias beon bbc pioneer
ina ahl other reforma coucorning the rigbts of
married ivousen, sud oxv avives anmong us on-
joy pecuuiary privileges in a ager degree thon
lu any othor state, I beliex e, aud lu a largar
degree tban their husbauds. Why thon do
w e yet robain tbis beathenisli concession to
the joaiousy of batoful busbands ? lu a, com-
îuunity whebre the rigbt of a wit tfe hold sepa-
rate property is not recognizel, Iliere rnigbit
be some pretext for sanctioniug the pi-actlce,
on the backneyecd argument that a second hu,,-
baud miglit w osto the saviun-s of the firaI; but
wbere abo is constituted equal 10 bier bushaufi
lu respect to rigbts of property, this reasoniug
fails. What right lias .any mian to adjudge
that bis w idow shahl not mairry agalu, or iinfliet
a pecuniary penalty on lier so CO]ilg Allthe
pions expressions that tise language is capable
of, cannot cover up the xvickodness of sucb a
provision. It la really blaspbemous to invoke
the- naine of God lu favor of sncb a testamnent.
God doos not bless jeaiousy, onvy, batred, en-
foreed colibacy. 'T'e spirit of sncb testamen-
tory dispositions is avel riliculed lu an olcl
quatrain svhicb I bave carried lu my memnory
for seine years:

"le tlie name of (led, amen
My festîser bed to mnv wife, Jc n
Ai o msîy carpenîter's sa w sud liaumer;
Until sue tnarries; thon, G&oc dainu bier l"

Only one degree loas meau la thea habit of
xvreakiîsg postbumllous Vengeance ou a disobe-
filent child by "ceutting hlm off xvith a shilling."
Oua may possibly ho excusecl for a hasty oct
of this sort, but xvben the deliberate judgment
approves it sud lets it stand, it argues a screw
looso lu the testator's moral nachiuery. Wbiie
ho is writing or readig tihe guod wurcla at tie
commencement of bis xviii, xvhy doos ha not
recaîl suuclry expressions of seripture: "Let
not the suni go clown upon my w rath ;" "Ra
tbat bath no ruie over bis ouvu spirit, la liko a
city' that is broken doîvu sud aithout xvalls ;"
"'Vengeance la mne, 1 w 111 repay, saith the
Lord t" Undoubtedly cases coeur whîere chul-
den prove perm-fanently unxorthy of parental
benofaction. But 1 am spealhiug of the coun-
mon cases, as, for examîsie, xvbere a daugister
marries a mon abom ber father dislikcs. Such
a ona camne to mie once to have bis xviii drawn,
or rather a man avio proposecd to cnt bis son
off because ha bad inarried a avoman xxhon
tisafat ber difinot approx e. ' i l o a
a plain farmer, who, avîsen J asked bis roason,
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