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On Ashi Wedncesdayi), passing, on snowshioes, through 'a
grovc of cecars, in Ottawa E4ast, 1 "'as puzzlod to knom, the
meaning of an oclcl-loolkiiig trail which xvas fountd in a iiumber
of places. Forming a continuous furrowv about i ý/• inch. %vide
and alroost as cepl,it was apparentd the track of somo sinalt
rodent thioughi the foot-marks could not be distitnctly scen in
the lighit siiow. Lt scemoci, however, to corne fr-oin uio\\hc and
leaci to no10'hc,c but Iay iu sej)arate patches of redoubling
andi zig-zaggiug as intricate as a labyriuithiue puzzle. At
last, J)assin-, round a clurnp of trocs, we flushocd a pine
g3ros3beaký iu the açt of tracincg oiie of these inysterious patterns
as lie .Yloautcd frorn tho surface of the suiom' the scattored seeds
\\,hicli tho last stormi hiac shiakon frorn the ceclar treos. As soon
as one kuow wlhat it iioaniit, it \vas eas\, to detect thec mark of
the tips of the igson both sides of the trail, %v'here at intor-valc-
lie hiac takenl a short filiht, wheulever the snlow \"as too, ligh)t to
5Llstaiil his bvilt

A small flock of Ainerican golcifinchos ini thecir ii-odest \\,inter
plumage \vas seeni on il4th lFebrutai-y.

The Nor 'hemn shirike lias becorne a very regular winter
resideut with us, rnuch to the cliscornifiture of the floclcs of house
sparr0ovs. 1-le is our ofly w~inter soiugster and thouglh not of
thec highlest ord.!w, the carol hoe pours forth to the first bright sun-
shine in ]-cýbru.%ry is a pleasing earu est of the songs of siwrn-er.

Suiovfliakcs, i3lack-cap chickadces, Do\\niy %voodpeckers
and 'Whitebrca-sted nuthatchocs are the oiv othecr birds observed
this seasort. noue of the rayer w~inter visitants hiaving been
reported. __________A. G. K.

Rov.mî. Socuiy 0r--o CrANADA.-II/jJa Meéeti1ig, r896, Oltawa.
-he Fifteenth General Meeting of the Royal, Society of
Canada wvill bo held in the Norrmal Sciocil Building, Ottawva,
during the wveek commencing Tucsday. i9th May niext: Tities
.and short abstracts of papers înust be forwardcd to, the Secretavy,
at Ottawa, at least by the first of May. Abstracts must bce.type-
wvritteii w~hen possible. Fellows \vhio intend *to be p!resent shiould
notify the Secretary in the first w~eek of May.

The Ottawa Field-Naturalist's Club w~ill, it is expccted,, be
dul3- represonited on this as on previous occaÈions.


