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The developemient of mati's irn..itai condition is not iii the l)2ov-

ince of a secular theme like the present ; that is toit for the pulpit ai-d
the î>reacher. It is a branch of' tiais subject that. miit titi a volume
and send joy into indiis that are dairkened wvith doubt, but it is too
sacred to be lightly deait 'vitl, or simply passed over, as the Iiînits of
ail occasion like tis would permit.

The permanent edifice of the wvoird's education seemis to patienitly
await the titue wvben men shadi tire of titsllioing( uselcas buildingc stuif
froin their cruxnbling theories, and revert to the basai ganaiite of whichi
the cverlasting, founldations are laid, caring ouly Vo shape the super-
structure by the Master Archiitect's plan. The movemnent of vital
enietry is nian-wvard, ani the cry of iiitukind is God-%vzard(. £xcelsior

OXYGEN-ITS ROLE IN NTUE

The above is the titie of a, lecture (lvercd before the Otta-wzt
Literary aind 'Scientific Society upou Thuirsday eveiiing, :)lst Noveniber,
by Mr. F. Tr. Shutt, the chcnîist of the Dominion Experimentat riaris.
This lecture, which. was upon Oxygen, as the most important
constituent of Atniospheric air, formed a fittiug sequel to M1r. Shutt's
lecture of last year, the subject of -'vichl 'vis 'vater, including te
chemîstry og Byydrog,,eni.

JLavingc grivelî a, conceise stateiment of te «round hie Nvas about Vo,
cover, te lecturet' began by giving a short resié of bis last year's
lecture before the society, in order Vo showv the connection Ibeteein the
two subjeets. Previons Vo 1774. wvhen Oxygen wvas discovered by
Priestly, it wva supposeci that te air wve breathe wvas one siingle -as-
-in eleinent. The saine experiment by wvhicli Priestly nmade this iani-

portanit discovery, namcnly, heatiiug red oxide of Mcr-cury, wvas performied
before the audience. The Oxygen vaîs giveni off as gas, 'v]iiehi kindled
to za flailie a, glowitig, ember placed in the mouthi of the test-tube, wh1c
te mnercur 'vas deposited in a filin on the sides of the glass. Thte

lecture 'vas earniestly listcnied to throughiont, and there wvere frequenit


