
BIBLICAL CRITICISM AND EXPOSITION.

as a rcfereace tu tho Grck will enabio
the seliolar ho Seci "Mca of Atheus I 1
pecive that in ail matters ye arc
scrupulously and ininutely a religions
people " - ( hitcrally, ove.r-godfLàiriiig,
religious ia a more tlîaa usuni dcgrpe.)
He thon procecds to the proof or illus-
tration of thi3 stateaient, IlFor as I
passed along, and beheld your pro-
parations for worship" ( your religious
parapliernalia coaveys the idea of the
Grock word ), Il I found evcn " (Uice
word is in the Grock ) an altar oui
which wvas the inscription, To vun UN~-
xsow., Gou)." Tiat is, 14I saw aay
temples, aîid many altars, dedicateti to
ail the gods by naine And I saiv also
one more. So scrupulously religions
are you, that you have dedicaheti an
altar to thîe special worsliî of cvery

gd wliuse naine is k-nown among men;i
and lest lucre sbould lic still auotlier
god, unlcnown 10 you, whom ulirougli
this ignorance you mi-lit seem ho
negleet, you have dedicateti an altar to
Ibis unknown god, if sucli there lie."

IlThuis is the state of tbe casè. Up ho
the liglît you have got in tlîis rnattcr
you have ncted ; andi for tîjis youî are
to bie praised. Ye arc, mea of Athlens,
a god-fcariîîg people. But nowv 1 corne
witha revelationto0yon. Another god
tiiere is. Ye are, andi have been, wor-
eltipping Ibis other, ilio unknown god :
that very god, Ilierefore, whom ye your-
selves liave been worshîipping in ignor-
ance, hili declare I unlo yoII.' And
thon ho proceeds tu preacu i i God that
madie tic wuorld and ai things iberein,
the King eturnal, imunortal, invisible,
the only -%vise God. Ilaving thus got
for lîimself a firm footing, iie aposile
procectis -%itli bis argument, andi is
listenet 1 with the, uimost attenîiOD,
tilt lie steals his way, so to speak,, to
the one great topic, of ail bis labours
andi preachling,-"tbat man,"!-ulie Lord
Jestis Christ, Who is the appointeti
Jutige of [lue quick and the dead. But
ho bati toucbcd on a disputeti point.
Garelully andi cautiously as ho lind
worked lus way along, when be speaks
of the resurrection of the dead, bis
audience is on edgc, thc pont-up
emnotion fintis cgress, and uberoe is an
endi of bis oration. "Andi ihea îhey
bocard of uhe resuirrection of thie deadi
some mocked, and others sait, Wc will
hear Ilice again of ibis matter."1 Thuero
worc two parties; discussion grow keon
and hot, il is to be suapoged ; andt so
ilitu.I? steing that rôr the timo lui8 hope

of prcaching ChAisL was at an end, de-
par;ed from arnong thcm Ilowbeit,
certain mea clave unto him, and be-
livvcd. Tliere was a woxnan also, nam-
cd Damaris. Allionour be tolier 1"

FIRiM FOOTING.

"Epli. vi. 15.-(, And your fcet 3hod
with thc preparation of the gospel of
pecec"

la tic contcxt of tluis verse the apos-
le exiiorts the Epliesians to the profès-
sion and use of the varlous Chîristian
graces aiid virtues, under the allegory
of putting on the soldier's panoply, or
whole armour. This verse states wbat
is rcquircd for ic feet. It is not vcry
obvions wliat bs mecnit by bcing sd
witlî Il preparation." But wbcn we find
tliat the Greck word preparation is used
by the LXX f'osecstablish7ncnt or seille-
n7ient-as it is iii Ezra iii. 3, IlAnd tlîev
set the altar on its bases ;" and Zch. 4
v. 11, "lhI shail bcecstablislied and set
thoe tipon lier own base"'--ve perceivo
t[li llusion of tic apostie is to tlîo
military hiaif-boot of thne Romans, the
sole of wliicli was furaislicd with iron
spikes, to kccp the base or footing of
the soldier firm. As tic caliga, or iron-
studdcd sboc, kept the soldi(-r firro, su
the gospel of peaco kcops the Christian
fromn being discornposed. The emptior
Caligula dcrivcd lus name from flie
fondncss of tbo soldiers wvben he lived
in the camp, and wvore bis lite shoetî
like theirsY1

IDOLATIRY REPRIOBATED.

~Job xxxi. 26-28.-l-If I behield thr.
sua wben, it sliincd, or the xnoon walk-
ing iii brighitness; andi my lieart bath
been secrctly enticeti, or my moutli halli
kisscd my luand ; this werc aa iniquity
to bc pîînisbcd by the Juudge ; for 1
should bave denied the God that is
above.11

Thîis passage is illuistrateti in our own
day by a customn wluieh prevails nmongst
some pigan nations of Africa. On the
first appoarance of the newv moon, they
say a short prayer, in a whisper, hold-
ing their bands beforo tlueir face. It is
aa act of adoration. As tbe IlLord of
fire " and the IlQucen of heaven " were
worshipped throughout the East in
aaeieat times, rendering bornage to
thcm doubtless prevaileti in the daye of
Job. Thîis wns an net of idolatry whichi
the patriurch reprobated."


