SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[April 12,

|
invitation, preacher, Sunday school tencher, friend. | the feast had been eaten, 1His excuse was really

(4) It is a high honor to be God's herald of the
olad tidings. At supper time, Kitto went too
ar when he stated that it was customary in the
Zast to formally remind invited guests of their en-

gement ;. but such a course would not he con-

trary to custom, and in a place where timepicees |

are practically unknown, and where the guests live
close together, it would bg convenient both for the
host and for the guests, ‘Them that were bide
dens Those that had aceepted the first invita-
tion. Come. The invitation to the Gospel feast
ix (1) authoritative, from God; (2) joytul, proms
ixing only pleasure; (8) urgent, demanding inmme-
«iate attention 3 (4) none ean purtake of the feast
All things are now

inless he *“eomes,”

ready, The food was cooked, and the waiting |

maidens were ready to serve it, 8o the Gospel
came in the fullness of time, when the world had

been prepared for it. 8o mow, in the nceepted |

time, our souls shall find, if we only come,

that every provision to meet the full needs of

our souls has been made, and all things are now
ready.,

I8, They all with one consent began to
make excuse. Their hearts ond minds were
one, although the guests were of several sorts,
“ They all” refers, first of ull, to God's chosen peo-
ple, who as a race rej
the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on lim 2"
But there are many around our churches and
homes who make similar excuses where u eordial
aceeptanee might be expected.  (5) Zhe wonder is
that any should seek excuse from heave nly delights.
True friends do not make excuses; they may at
times feel the need of giving sutficient reason for
their aetion, but no one with love in his henrt will
frame an excuse ; besides, no excuse ean be framed
which will suffice to explain the neglect of sulva-
tion. The feast at which they all “sat" gave
point to this whole story. Those who surrounded
the table had not treated the hospituble summons
in any such contemptible way, but very likely that
man who had piously sighed about eating bread in
the kingdom of God was at this very time making
excuses in his heurt for rejecting Josus, The
firsts An excuse in the Eust is almost oquivalent
10 & declaration of war, bitter enmity, The first is
that of the man who, like all wealthy farmers in
the East, lives in the village, but owns ficlds fur
and near,  He has bought a new one aud makes
his purchase an apology for not going, The fri-
volity of the excuse is evident. His farm would
not run away; he might have looked ut it before
he purchased it; he might have looked at it after

Verse 15. Blessed. The words of the Lord
just spoken concerning the resurrection of the Just,

an insult courtcously expressed, (6) We shduld
attend first to that duty which can least afford to
wait. (7) low many and how varied are the influ-
ences which tend to hinder our soul's salvation !

19. I have bought five yoke of oxen. An
cvasion as absurd as the last. Many peasunt
farmers in the East have as many as five yo
of oxen.  (8) The one alveady rich has no desive for
salvation § the one seeking to be vich has no time for
it. (9) “ Things lawful in themselves, when the
heart is too much set upon them, prove fatal hin-
drances in religion."—Matthew Henry.

20. Married a wife. (10) How often earthly
affections stand in the way of heavenly treasures.
Cannot come. It is not customary for women
in the Orient to accompany their husbands to pub-
lie places or to partics,  The luxurious nabob had
simply added one woman more to his harem, and
it was a plain statement that there was more pleas-
ure for him at home in his own resources than in
his friend’s Louse from his friend’s resources.

1 Deut. 24, 5 for exeuses granted to newly-
rried bridegrooms,

21. Showed his lord these things, (11) /1.

| who is unsuccessful in his holy endeavors should oo

have any of |

at once to the Master and tell him all his disappoint-
ment. 'The master of the house being angry.
Being indignant.  He felt that something must be
done ut once, (12) Workers for God must be

| prompt.  Go out quickly into the streets

|

CRITICAL NOTES.

called forth the ejuculation of this unknown, who !

and lanes of the city. The creditable and
disereditable portions of the city. To the Jows
who listened this meant that as the elders had re-
Jjeeted Jesus he had now turned to the musses, to
the publicans and sinners, The poor. This
deseribed most of the congregations that Jesus
preached to. The maimed, . . , the halt, . ..
the blind. Those who have defeets in charucter
can have them supplied by him who summons
them to the feast.

22, Itis done. This servant unquestioningly
obeys the strange command,

23, 24. Highways and hedges. The rep-
utable and disreputable parts of the country.
Compel them to come in. Not by foree, but
by the constraint of good reason and much love.
The ultimate decision of every soul rests with
itself.  There was no persuasion offered to those
who had already exeused themselves, because they
showed no interest; but those who are really unfit,
und not at all prepared for the royal feast, are
urged and besought to come. Nonme of those.
God never tolerates the contempt of the self-
righteous,

might indeed Have expressed thereby a desire to
enter the company of the prophets and patriarchs
and futhers of Israel, and to eat bread in their
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