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ThGivilizatio.n of thIsltf Century.

HEll object wvhicli CI'sud nuimsi Propose to Iîiself iii
Cnitcring upnastudv or' hitîory sntakol eo

wasaddynasties, nta miastery of chironological
tables> but ratier a crilical appreciatioîî oi the great

miovemients iii the economiie, social, and religiou., condition of man-
kind wilîih mnark tht.. dilierezît epuclîs iii the ]ifc of the hiumian race.
Or, to put it more brielly, the end lie has iii view or ouiglit to have
iii view, is an understandingz of the wvorld's gr-o\%th iii civilization.

lit a lecture on Popular Culture given sonie y-ars since by thc
iîoted sclholar ,iid statesmian, johin Morley, there is a simple word
of advice whichi scenis appropriate for us of tie Twentieth Century,

woare pretty much imprisoned iii our timie. It is tlîis, ''Learti
flot to be iie.ir-sîghlted in lhistorv, but look before and alter.'' \Ve
are the nmature age of the world ; and lience, believe that \vc posscss
al! the wisdlom of the ages that have preceded us. Progress is our
watchword ; and to look 10 the past with aniy feeling akzin to admnir-
:ition, is oftcntinies considered a tendent-y to retrogression. How-
ever, it is but a inatter of simple prudcee, thiat, froin tinie to tinte,
wve shoffld stop and take our bearings and( see if that whichi wv cail
progress s really progrcss, or if iL is only drift

It is nîv purpose, therefore, la, direct youir attention to a timie
when the world wvas seven centuries yminer'anhi -dyad
to give you as complete and faitliful a pîcture, as 1 briel cati, of the
civilization of1 lite culiniatingy year: of the Middle Age--thie Thir-
teentlî Century.

Frederick Harrison justly reînarks that liî- w'lo would under-
stand the 'Middle Âge must makze a special study of the Thirtecntlî
Ceniturv. For iii the Thiirteenth Century is found the concentration
of ail that "vas lest in niediieval liCe and thoughit. H ence a cursory
survey of that century will enable us to catch soniething- of the dorn-
riant spirit of the mcndiieva-l tines-tiose tinies wliose verv namle lias
been made to connote all thiat rio-it thi nking men nîust ablior ini
political, social, and moral life, until the more scientific metlîod o!
his _orical researcli of our day lias niade it clear tlîat tlîey should
be 'issigned a Ieading place in the story of thîe world's progrcss.
TMien again, apart from the fact tlîvît tlîrouglî this century we cazi
-;ee thîe wlîole of the Middle Age, the Century itself is worthy of
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