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MONG the înany factors wbieh arc contributing to the

unprecedented prosperity now enjoyed by Canada, not

the least is the steady flow of immigration which. is

pouring into lier western provinces froin the United

States. This influx of settiers forms one of the mosi

t i .substantial assets that Canada receives at the present

These Americans of the second, third, or fourth generations

are, for reasons tolerably obvions, the very best immigrants that

Canada lias ever received. The curions fact is that while other

immigration cornes in timidly and in ill-organized fasliion, these

shrewd Amnericans corne in boldly, confidently, and in large com-

pallies. Now tliat tliey have deeided that the country is a good

one, there is no halting or lialf-hearted measures; they corne by

thousands from the very best classes in the Western and Northi-

western States.

Let us discuss the conditions which cause the inovement. The

first lies in the fact that ail the free or cheap lands of really good

qitality in the State,s and wortliy of a farmer's labor, have been

occnpied.

Moreover, the Canadian Northwest lias proved îtself a much

better wheat country, not merely than the Nortliwestern States are

today, but than tliey ever were. These immigrants corne mainly

from Minnesota, the Dakotas, and Iowa, and in a less degree from

Nebraska, Illinois, Kansas, and even Missouri. The immigration

authorities, or any Canadians wlio liave had to do witli tliem, speak

of them witli unqualified praise.

Prosperity in the United States produces a certain demand

for farms among the newly enriched business men of the newer

towns and cities. Stili, it may be fairly asked wliy tlie owner of a

fine improved farm of 300 acres in Iowa sliould wish to leave it,

even tliougli le gets a good price, and move on to the clieap lands

of the remoter prairies. Tlie answer is quite simple as regards a

certain number of sucli people-namelY, tliose wlio liave sons-in

tliat the old farm provides only for one, while for the rest of the


