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'zbe Cburcb lili calab'a*

1-fLE activity of the Catholie Chiurci i Canada, ftorn its
Searliest times to the present lias been a vigorous and

àfruitflul one.

The first to stop 0on Canada's v'irgin soil were
missionaries of Jioly Mothor Chiurcli. Tho brave

French Jesuits appearedw~it1i the first discoverers and set-
fiers in Canada, erecting flic big blaclc cross embleniatie

of Clirist's Church. There their labors ainong the sa;vage Indians
wvas begun. and -%vas successful,. but at -%vhat; a. terrible and cruel
cost. Theso men gav'e up their homnes, friends, everything for the
Churcli, and suffored bloody martyrdom at the bands of the sas'-
age red mien. Tiien those missionarios assumned a dual role of
discoverors and preachers of the word of God. The Mississippi
and other rivers were discovered by the intrepid Jesuit, Pere ?-,Iar-
quette. Towns and -villages Niere founded, at flic instigation of
these lioly men; chunrches -were erectod; colloges, convents, hos-
pitals. homne.,, and asylums were founded, and into thern carne
those ol 103? omen of the church, wlio iinistered to the sufferings
and -wants of the early settiers.

Bishop aaiestablislied his college at Quebec, and did -%von-
derful work for tiue church in both roligilous and education-al
niatterls.

Th'e teaching office of the church -was nover for an inshant
ncglected,' no niatter what -were the hiardships and privations

attonding it. Wherevea, fow% were gatiered toget lier as Catlio-
lies, there went, the Catholic priest to plant the ily Cross of
Christ and teacli lis doctrines. mninister to tuie siek1. coinfort the
dying. and 1pra.-y for the deparitedl.

B3e it thec Eskinio in fthe frozenz north tie Indian hii the iid
and nnexplored W\Nesl,. the r-rachl-Caniadianii settier in Quebec, or
thie lî'i and ~cjcîimmnigrants of Ontario, ail had and stili have
tlieir priests and their ehiurches. ihecir Hospitals and their sehools.

As the count ry grows Hlie responsihilities of thec Catlolic,
cliurcli arise, and- are hcingr met Nvith Iie saine -%'isdlomn ii.nd cour-
age as were tlie liardsipls of the early Catholie church in Canada-,.
Tiie western part of Canada, -Nith its vast stretches of 1)riirio
land. and its h1undreds of tliousamds of new settlers. now offers
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