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ROYAL ELECTRIC AIID LACHINE RA-
PIDS HYDRAULIC CO.

The announcement made by the Lachine
Rapids Co. that they would make the price
of incandescent lighting 3 cent per ampere
hour less 40 p.., with the intention of
bringing their rates below those of the
Royal Electric, although announced by the
daily pres~ with sensational headlines and
characterized as the inauguration of a rate
war in Electric lighting, after all is said
and done amounts to very little. The
Roral Electric have made their rates, they
propose fo stick to them.

ic position is simply this: When the La-
chine Rapids Co. were in a position to sup-
ply light, they anrounced that“they were
prepared to supply light at a lower figure
than the Royaf Electric. The Royal Elec-
tric Co. at that time were approached by
3uitcalargc number of their customers who

j{d not wish to leave them, but at the
same time fcit that they could not afford
to pay the Royal Electric a bigher figure
for light than that at which 1t could be
obtained clsewhere. They were informed
that the Lachine Co.’s light being developed
by water power cost less and consequently
they could afford to sell it at lower figurcs
than the Royal Elwctric whose light twas de-
veloped by stcam power, but as soon as the
works at Chambly which were in course of
construction waere completed a  reduction
would be made in the ¥riec of light com-
mensurate with the saving cffected by the
usc oi the clhicaper power. A few of the
Royal's customers, not satisfied with this
promise, and not willing to wwait, left them,
but the fteq’ucnt interruptions in the service
of the Lachine Co., owing to causes which
they appacently could not contral, entailed
s0 much inconvenience and loss that they
were vcréo glad to go hack to the Royal

Electric
When the Royal Electsic Co. announced
last week  that they were ready to make
good thelr promise and reduce the rates,
they had not thought of cutting rates, but
simply wished to have their customers real-
ize that were prepared at all times to
ve them the benefit of cheaper production.
Is step was popular and strengthened the
good fecling ting between the company
and its customers wore wpcciall}g as they
realized by this action that the Royal Elx-
tric were prepared to make good any pro-
mise made by them at any time. And now
that the rate is made they prc;ggse to stand
by it, for they very nmaturally claim that if

their rates are a little higher than he La-
chire Co.'s, they are very reasonable; they
are lower than thoss charged in Toronto and
other places, and, last but not by any
means least, the character of their service
in the past has been such that it can be
relicd upon absolutely.

The difference 1n the rates are trifling and
are more than compensated for by the dif-
ference n  the service and we venfure to
predict that the lighting portion of the busi-
ness of the Royal Electric, for the current
year, will show a decided increase over any
vear in the history of the company. Up to
date management, with the splendid cquip-
ment which the Royal Electric has, are
hound to tell, and the close of the fiscal
vear will be in every way satisfactory to
the shareholders,

BIGGEST MINES ON THE TONTINENT

Mr. Paul Johnson's Reporfed JAfter-Dinner
Views.

The "“Advance” Reviews the Position and
Gives Some Intercsting Infor-
mation.

(The Advance, Midway, B C)

Viewed dispassionately, away from ihe
seductive influences of good things to eat
and drink and an atmosphere expectant of
complimeatary sayings, it may be well to
endeavour to ascertain what warrant their
was or is for some of the statements hoth
Greenwe~d  wnewspapers report Mr. Paul
Greenwood « newspapers report  Mr. Pau,
Johnston to have made at the Board of
Trade banquet held recently at Greenwood.
Mr. Johnson is rcported by the Boundary

eek Times, to have said. **You have large
veins and large deposits of ore. You have
big things and lots of them. A mining man
cannot afford to flatter or cxaggerate. bhut
as a mining man 1 tell you that the biggest
mines on this continent will be right arau.d
Greenwood.”’ Ag the report of the Green-
wood Miner is to the same effect, it may bhe
assumed that Mr. Johnson was correctly re-
ported. Now the object of the present writ-
er is not to carpingly criticize Mr. John-
son's assertions, but rather to fairly and
squarely cxamine into them. If they are
well warranted they will lose nothing by
this cxamination.. If, on the other hand,
they arc not. it fs in the best interests of
the district that they be regarded simplv
as after-dinner compliments ard be rated
accordingly.

Pethaps 1t should be cssumed that Mr.
Johnson had no scrious imzntion of com-
paring the mines of this district in their
present comparatively ittle-developed stage
with those of older districts on the conti-
neat where extensive development has been
carried on for many years. But even grant-
ing this, the question may fairly be asked,
“How does Ni. Joiason, or for that mat-
ter anyone, know {hat any minc in the
Boundary district will cqual the production
ix} cither quantity or value of say any one
o

The Leading Copper Mines

of Michigan or Montana? As bearing v-oon
the subject the following parliculars relal-
ing to the la,cr mines of Michigan amd
Montana ar¢e .aken from The Mineral Indus-
try for 18%~, this being the Iatest informa-
tion just now accessible to the writer .
There are ut the Calumet and Hecla mine,
Michigan, ainc working shafts.  The four
central shafts bave reached the forty-second
level, 3790 fect on the dip of the lnde (38
degrees). No. 4 sha™t is down to the fifty-
first level, 260 fert less than a mile (or
5020 feet). The principal shaft, the Red
Jacket, a vertical shaft, has reached a depth
of 1880 feet. It has six compartments and
is 14x223 fcet inside timbers. During  the
year covered by the last report (April 30,
1895) mineral cquivalent {o 39,738 tons of
copper was produced, and the actual make
of refined copper was 31,233 tons., The com-
pany has disbursed $44,350,000 dividends in
all. The mines of the Anaconda Copper
Mining Co., Montana, have beea dereloped
to a ‘depth of 1300 feet, and sinte 18850,
when work was bepun, have jrodund ore
yiclding nearly 400,000 tons of copper, S~
sides a large amount of silver and some
gold. For 1895 the .\naconda has . record
of ncarly an even 100,000,000 1bs of cop-
pir.  The ote “in sight,” according to the
more recent reports, contains about $40,000,-
000 at the present market value of the
three metals preduced (copper, silver and
gold) in about 3,000,000 tons of ore. The
Boston and Montana and the Butte and Bos
ton companics, Montana, together produced
in 1894 57,937,633 1bs. of finc copper and in
18395 60,746,000 bs. The Qdincy and the
Tamarack mines, of Michigan, produced in
1895 60,746,000 1bs. The Quincy and the

pectively. .

True the indefinite time indicated by M.
Johnson's “"will be" can be made to extend
over the life time of the present generation
or if found necessary, that of the next,



