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A VALUABLE REVIEYV.

In order to make room for the summary of
tho report from Bureau of Industries for No.
vomber, woe leave over sevoral editorials which
should havo appeared in this issuo. Mr. Blue's
report is scasonable and suggestive. Tho portion
reforring to tho average yield of cortain ceroals
in Ontario and nino Statos of the American
Union must bo very gratifying, and should
have the offect of making Canadians more than
ever satisfied with their own country. Alto-
gothor tho summary given below will well re-
pay careful perusal.

We have now reachod tho close of tho growing season.
It in & fitting time to roview the rosults of farm oporations
for the year; to note the progress made in threshing and
msrketing grain, and in gathering the fall crops of fruit
and roots; togive an account of the condition of live stook
and the supplies of animal products, the breadth and ap-
poarance of the new crop of fall whoat, and the prepars-
tion of laud for next spring’s sceding,

Tho November Report of tho Bureau of Industries deals
with these and other subjocts, the main objoct kept in
view being to narrate facts rathor than to draw inferencos
or oxpress opinions. Additional statistios ara also given,
end the tables published in carlier Reporta (having been
carefully revised with the aid of more complete data) are
reproduced. They show in conoise form the extent and
results of agricultural industry in Ontario this year,—tho
area of occupicd and cleared lands, the acresge and pro-
duce of crops, the numbers of live stoclk, and the values of
farm property.

The early part of the season gave but a faint promise of
tho rich harvest that has been gathered. April was dry
and cold, with raw winds from the north and cast, and
oharp frosts almost every night. The temperature con-
tinued low until late in May, easterly winds prevailing,
but with a marked incresse in the rainfall. Forest troes
were not fully out in lea at the end of that month, and
spring graius and grasses showed only & short and sickly
growth. The fall wheat and clover had suffered groatly
by the alternate freczings and thawings, and the fruit
crop was ruined in the blossom by the conjoined effects of
frost, wind and chilling rains.

But a marked change came with tho month of June,
There wero warm days and genial showers, and under
these influences grass and grain crops made vigorous
growth, steadily improving nntil they wero ready for the
mower and reaper. Indeed it is doubtful if better crops
all round have ever before beon produced in the country,
the only failures worthy of mention being orchard fruits
and clover. Some damage and considerable delay were
caused in weatern counties of the Province by the heavy
rains of the wheat harvest season ; but compensation was
made in the benefts to corn, r~ots and pastures, which
had sufferod by the drought of July.

Tae bountiful natuve of the harvest has been referred
to. But this good fortune was not given to Ontario alone;
large crops have been the rule nearly all over the conti-
nent,—a fact which must not be lost sight of when com-
parisons are mado.

Tho reports of correspondents show that all late ripen-
ing crops have been favoured by the fall weather. There
was generally just enough rain in August and the early
part of September to promots healthy growth, and over a
large part of the Province there was no frost to hurt vege.
tation until the 19th of October.

Corn, which fared badly throughout June snd July,
was greatly improved in the latter part of the season. It
is an excellent crop in Essex and Kent, and falrly good in
portions of Lambton, Middlesex, Oxford, Brant, Elgin,
Norfolk and some of the Lake Ontario counties. In the
counties of the St. Lawronce and Ottawa group it is a
light crop and poor sample, having been caught in an im-
mature state by fall rains and frosts, and in other parts of
tho Province littlo is growm.

Field beans are grown mainly in the countiea of Kent
and Norfolk in the west, and in the counties aloug the
Ottaws river in the cast. In the latter district thero has
been an excellent yield, though in some locslities injury
was done by frost. There has been also a good crop in
Norfolk, but in Kent it ripencd unevenly owing, doubt-
less, to tho cxcess of August rains.

Thoro wos & large ares ugder buckwheat in tho castern
counties of the Province, towards the lower end of Loke
Ontario, and between the St. LawTence and Ottawa rivers.
It ripened well, and is roported to bo the best crop in
maey years, but some fields ware partially destroyed by
tho gale of September 14th, and others by carly frosts and
web weather at the reaping season. The largest and best
¢crops in the west were grown in the county of Norfolk.

In oll parts of the Provinco clover was scriously injured
by winter exposure and spring frosts, and tho compara-
tively fow ficlds that wero kopt for seed have produced
i{nferior or worthless crops. Tho best reports come from

Eusox and Kent, but oven in those counties tho seed ia
found to be small and shrunken, Elsewhere it has been
almost wholly destroyed by blight and the midge.

The root crops have been variously affectod. In some
districts, as in the Niagara peninsula, in tho Qoorgian

., Bay counties, along tho shure of Lako Ontario and in the

8t Lawrenco and OOttawa counties, the effects of sunmer
droughts were felt, and the heavy rains of & later period
wore followed over large areas by tho appearance of the
potato rot. Then the potato beetle and tho turnip fly
were busy ovorywhere, and fur a tiwo tho vutlouk was
not very cheering. But the rot soon ceased to cause
anxiety, and under favourable fall weather late potatoes,
and especially turnips and iangolds, satisfied the most
sanguine hopos of tho husbandinan. A larger or better
crop of field roots has nover been grown inthe cattle-feed-
ing countles of weatern Ontario,

Meagre crops of orchard fruits are tho rule in all the
best fruit-growing counties, and good ones are reported
only from the poorest—a result partly, no doubt, of cli-
matio causes. Vegetation {s several days carlier in tho
western portion of the Pruvince than in the eastorn, and
this yenr a severe froat occurred soon after the blossoming
of frult trees in the former district and before they had
blossomed In the latter. But whilo orhards were healthy
in tho east, and trees mado good growth, they were
stricken with o blight in tho svest that blasted both leaf
and fruit, from which they did not recover until late in
the season. The causo of the blight is not well under-
stood, although many theories are advanced, but the
opinion is generally expressed that it was temporary as
well as local in its character. The codling moth was also
a worso pest among the apple trees than usual, and by the
galo of September 14th nearly the wholo of the affected
frait was blown down ; In many districts a fourth of the
crop was stripped off by that storm. Peaches wete a
amall crop, owing partly to the effects of an ice-storm last
winter and partly to frost at the flowering season, Thero
was an average supply of pears in tho country, and in the
western counties grapes wero plentiful and ripened well.

With the exception of three or four counties where local
droughts prevailed pastures have been fresh and rich all
the season, and live stock are reported to be healthy and
in good flesh, Sales of store animals have been active for
some time, and it is specially noticed that the stock of
maturoe gtears for stall feeding is much Jower now than two
years ago. ‘Tho practice in the best grazing districta is to
give cattle meal on the grass, and large numbers fitted in
this way are sold to dealers in the summer and early fall.
An instance of the extent of this trade is furnished by the
county of Middlesex, whero it is stated that wore than
8,000 have been sold for export this yesar at an . er.
ago of S50 per head. Many farmers, howover—encour-
aged by the high prico of meat, the abundant crop of the
roots and the low price of coarse grains—are buying up
second and third class cattle to feed all winter for tho
spring markets. Hogs are scarce, but a large percentage
of the whole has been shut up for fattening. A fair sur-
plus of sheep and lambs is held in the inland counties,
where there is & growing preference for Downs; in the
Lake Erie and St. Lawrenco counties drovers buying for
the Americsn markets always keep the supply low. Fine
pastures, steady demand and ‘good prices combined to
favour the cheeso industry this season, and a very large
quantity has besn made and exported. The bLutter supply
is consequently below the aveérage of former years, but it
will increase as the factories close.

The bulk of this year's grain crops is nodoubt in farm.
at’s hands, and a large proportion of it is yet unthreshed.
The late harvest, the sowing of fall wheat and tho taking
up of root crops have operated to some cxtent to delay
marketing, but the principal reason is tho lowness of
prices; farmers are only selling envugh to mee* pressing
demands. A good deal of tbe fall wheat thr shed after
harvest to make room for the spring grain fc ind its way
to market, but little has been sold since. The good
quality of the barley grown in the Bay of Quinté region—
where it was reaped and housed in fine conditiun  has in-
duced buyers to offer good prices there. In the western
counties on the other hand, where it was discoloured by
raians, prices rule low, and there is reason to beliove that
a large part of it will be fed at home.

The Tables of Statistics show what the farmers of
Ontario have done, and are doing. The total number of
farms in the Province is 201,766, embracing an area of
19,602,387 acres, of which 10,211,960 acres are cleared.
The value of farm land is st down at 8651,882,030, snd
the total of land, buildings, implements and live stock at
9882,023,400. .

The area under grain crops this year was 5,002,067
acre., or 48 per cent. of all the cleared land. The acreage
and production of each crop are given as follows . Fall
wheat, 1,188,520 acres, 31,255,402 bLushels; spring wheat,
58,817 actes, 9,665,999 bushels; barley, 848,617 acres,
24,284,407 bushels ; oats, 1,375,415 acres, 50,097,997 bush.
els; rye, 189,031 scres, 3,549,808 bushels ; peas, 557,157
acres, 10,943,357 bushels, corn, 206,924 acres, 13,420,984
bushels (in tho ear); buckwheat, 49,588 acres, 1,247,343

| bushels. The total of spring and fall whoat is 1,775,337

acres, yiclding 40,921,401 bushels, or an averago of 2303
bushels per acre.

Tho produco of oach kinu of graln is based un the
returns of thrcshers and tho reports of correspondenta—
tho method adopted by the Depa.tment of Agriculture at
Washington and by severat Stato Bureaus. The tollow.
ing table gives the avarage of uushels por acro this year
for tho Provinco of Ontarlo and for nino of tho principal
wheat-growing States, tho figures for the latter being
taken from tho Uctober Report of tho United States Do-
partment of Agriculture.
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Outario . ..... 260.3 ' 16.3 | 48.0 ]| 30.4 | 18.8
Ohio ...... «esu vee | 167 ].0v...] 190 | 28.0 1 158
Michigan ..coovvenntn. 178 4..... i 252 ¢ 83.3} 17.0
Indiand . ceeo ......] 157 {.0....0 2.0 27,0 15.1
INinois ..vo oo eees] 160 ..., 22,5 \ 37.4 | 16.6
Missouri ....o coeee 146 1}...... 230] 84.5| 135
Kansas........ I 196 |...0c0 25,71 381} 228
JoWh .. o..viiineionenf cnenn 11,01 21.7 | 31.8 } 14.3
Minnesita . 1831 233 | 40.0 | 18.0
Dakota . P PO 167 | 20.2 ] 46.0 | 20.0

It §s only necessary to add that in tho Arerican States
the grain crops are regarded as exceptionally good this
year. The comparison of averages therefore makes a ro-
markably good showing for Ontario.

The total produce of beans is computed to be 409,910
bushels: of potatoes, 18,432,145 bushels; of msngold
wurtzels, 7,711,420 bushels; of carrots, 4,009,975 bushels ;
and of turnips, 35,359,331 bushels, The area under mea-
dow and clover was 1,823,890 acres, and the produze 2,
090,626 tons, being an average of only 1.14 tons per acre,
Tho damage done to clover by winter exposure and spring
frosts accounts for this poor result. Orchard and garden
embrace an area of 213,846 acres, and vineyard 2,098
acres. The returns for the latter aro doubtless imperfect.

The tables of live stock show that the number of farm

" horses in the Province on the 3lst of May was 503,604

of cattle, 1,586,312; of sheep, 1,915,303 ; of hogs, 850,226
and of poultry, 5,352,120, The number of milch cows
was 663,382, and of thoroughbred cattle, 23,629; the
returns of the latter, however, wore incomplete. Of sheep
one year and over 933,143 were returned as coarse-woolled,
and 178,209 as fine-woolled ; the average weight per fleece
of coarse wool was 5.19 lbs., and of fine wool £13 1bs,
The number of hogs one year and over was 252,415, and
under one year 597,811, The number of turkeys was 310,
058 ; of goese, 533,357, aund of other fowls, 4,508,705,

A large breadth of fall wheat has been sown, but it was
got in late and much of the ground was in poor condition.
The rains of Auguat prolonged the harvesting season, and
{armers were not able to give tho usual care to fallowe.
Besides, as an increased acreage almost invariably follows
agood crop, quantities of indifferently tilled and manured
stubble land have been pressed into service. In many
parts of the country —especially in the western counties--
the ground was hard to work, owing to the drought of Sep-
tember, and some fields were sown aa late as the 20th of
October. Tho young plant has in thess districts mede
slow growth, for want of stimulating rains, and has
neither rooted nor tillered well ; yot itlooks healthy snd
has a fairly promising appesrance. In the eastorn coun:
ties, whero the September rainfall was greater, the land
was in good tilth and the crop is in fine condition. A few
reports make mention of injury done by tho Hossian fly,
the wire-worm and the white grub, but it has been in no
instance serious.

It appears from the reporta of correspondents that
much attention is being paid to underdraining and to
manuring the soil. The value of drainage has been
strongly enforced by the experience of this year, and in
many sections the work is only limited by the scarcity of
1abour and of tiles. Large quantities of salt and plaster
aro used on grain, root and grass crops, but there is a
growing upiniun that the best way to keep up the strength
of the land is to increase the manure heap,—which means,
to quote the remark of a Wellington correspendent, that
““there is nothing like plenty beef and mutton to theacre,”
Salt is loss used as a fertilizer this year for the reason that
manufacturers have do-bled the price, and phosphates
are generally used in limited qusatities only by way of
experiment.

Slow progress has boen made with fall ploughing, the
ground hoing generally too hard and dry ; but <he pro-
longed season has been a boon to all who were behind with
this important work.

MoRz than half the newspapers in the world amn
pnnted 1n the Enghish language.

IN Bristol and Clifton, England, nearly g,000 persons
have signed requests to the local postmaster that their
owo letters may be retained at the post office during the
Sabbath. This has so far diminished the work of the
letter-cartiers that every other Sunday they are permitted
tv be “*off daty."”



