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A DANGEROUS INNOVATION.

et

BY KNOXONIAN,

The Foreign Mission Committee of the
Western Dlvision have latroduced the most
dangerous innovation that ever threatened
the life of the Presbyterianism of Canada.
Compared with what they have done the
Introduction of hymos was a trifle, the in.
troduction of organs a small matter and a
proposal to revise the Standards nothing at
all, Past innovations were mere chaoges
in the mode of worship that involved no
vital principle ; this innovation introduced
by the Foreign Mission Committee strikes
at the very vitals of the Church.

The matter is made worse whea you run
your eye over the names of the innovators.
Among them you find no fewer than seven
Macks. There is, in fact, a perfect number
of Macks on the committee. Had men
named Smith, and Brown, and Jones and
Robinson introduced a startling innovation
one would not have wondered so much, but
when the Macks become daogerous innova-
tors It Is bigh time to ask ihe old questiop,
‘ Whither are we drifting ?”

Among the Macks we.are sorry to find a
McKay. In procouncing this hitherto
hosored and blghly orthodox name give
“ay " the sound of **ei” and then you will
realize more paiofully how far the good man
bhas fallen, or perhaps we. should say, how
far down thie Church bas pushed him. Mc-
Kay isa Zirra man, He comes from the
home of H-ghland orthodoxy and of George
Leslie M. Kay, from the cradle of fifty Pres-
byterian misters and the congregation in
which the **men " speak “tothe question”
on the Friday before communion. WVhata
shame it was for the Cburch to compel a
man brought up as he wasto become an in-
novator,

Bat the worst is to come. Promineat
among the innovators we see a Grant. The
right place for a mao of that name is at the
head of tbe columa leading on the sacra-
mental host to deads of self-sacrifice and
herolsm. Whether indulging their ¢ pre-
datory instiacts” on the sheep farms of
neighboring elans, or dashing forward in
the red rush of gallant men at Waterloo, or
standing solid as the rocks of their native
isle in the thin red Hue at Balaklava, the
Grants have always been in the front. Their
proper place is the froot. But on this
Foreign Mission Committee, for the first
time in the history of the clan, we find a
Grant beating a retreat. The supplies from
the Church magazine failed, and even such
wmen as the Grants and McKays had to re-
treat for the first time io their lives,

The matter is not mended by the fact
that the Grant hails from Nova Scotia, the
bome of eloquence and Foreign Missions.

There are other names there that give
one pain. There, tor example, is Warden, a
man born and bred in McCheyne's city of
Dupdee, and Moore, our old friend who re-
presented the Ulster battalion, and Mc-
Doaald, the old-time leader of the Highland
Brigade from Huron and Bruce. Worse
thap all, the commander-in-chief, Cassels,
had to turn along with the others, and, tell it
not in Gath, his companion in surrender—
not io glory—was the old-time commander,
the very Wellington of Foreign Misslon
work and stropg Calvinistic theology.

It was a sad day when these men be-
came innovators.

But what did these innovators do? Did
they revise the Staudards 2 Not they. Had
they attempted anything of that kind there
would have been protests, and complaiots
and overtures and threats and shouting from
all points of the compass.

Did they say aoything favouring the
higher criticism ? Never a word. Had they
done that there would or might have been a
large crop of heresy trials. )

D.d they lay violent hands on the Psalms
ol David? They did nothing with the
Psalms of David except sing some of them.
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What, then, did these mendo ? Did they

say anything that might be coastrued as”

favourable to Rome? Did they dare to hint
that the willingaess of the Freach people of
Quebec to support their Church and respect
their clergy are not evidence of the deepest
degradation ? Did they venture to say that
a Roman Catholic should not be entirely
condemned for wanting to teach his chil-
dren a little religion in the schools? No, the
Innovators did not touch these questions.
1fad they done so there would have been a
great “rising " among the people.

What did they do? Well they took or
rather we should say, were compelled to
take, the first—distinctlv retrograde step
that has ever been taken.by the Presby-
terianism of the United Church—

THEV CUT DOWN THE FOREIGN MISSION

EXPENDITURE 25 PER CENT. !
Is that ali, does some one ask? We have
no argument with a man who can ask that
question. The very asklog of it shows that
the questioner is beyond the reach of
argument. Ifis heart is wrong, To a man
whose heart isin the wortk of Christ, the
lessening, or crippling of the work is the
most painful of all things. The Foreign
Mission Committee were compelled by the
people to do the most dangerous, as well as
the most painful thing ever done by any
committee cf the Church. If accounts in
the Foreign Mission Committee are tobe
squared by cuttlng down the work Instead
of increating the funds, then the other
schemes will soon follow suit, and some of
them may go out of existence. The Widows'
Fuug, the Aged and lofitm Ministers’ Fund,
and the Augmentation Fucd will be among
the firstto go. \Vhen a deficit occurs, some-
body will be sure to say, ‘‘ Cut down the ex-
penciture—the Foreign Misslon Committee
have cut down theirs.” How long can the
Church stand financing of that kind? Not
very long.

Once for all, let us say the Foreign Mis.
sion Committee were compelled by the people
to do what they did and that is the most
serious part of the business. Had the com.
mittee merely blundered the blunder could
casily be rectified.

1S GOSPEL PREACHING SUFFI-
CIENT?

MR. EpiTOR,—In a recent issue you
quote Mr. Moody’s reported utterance that
one of the greatest calamities that has
ever befallen the Church is that Sunday
evening services are given up entirely to
preaching the gospel. Sunday night should
be given to the conversions of souls. And
you ask, “ How are souls to. be converted
but by preaching the gospel?” I shall not
try to speak for Mr. Moody, but wish to say
for myselt that the ordinary method of pre-
senting the gospel is constantly, If not cal-
amitously defective from lack of what is
koown as the evapgelistic method, accom-
panylog the preaching with gersonal dealing,
I have little doubt that this is what Mr.
Moody means, in harmony with his well-
koown statement, * For many years I have
never cast the gospe! net without hauling it
in to secure the fish.,” Put in this way the
force of the contention is manifest. Yetis
it not equally clearly set forth by our Master
in His parable of the great supper? The
gospel proclamation, ** Come, for ail things
are now ready!"” was a failure till supple-
mepted with personal dealing, individual,
urgent, discriminating, suited to the varying
cases of the poor, the blind, the halt and the
maimed. Our instructions are plain, ¢ Go
out aud compel them to come ini” Is it
any woander if these are neglected that the
results are disappointing? To bring this
matter to a practical test I once ralsed the
question In 2 ministerial assoclation, ¢ How
maoy instances have you known of decision
for Christ daring the preaching of the ser-
mon ' Oaly one member broke the silence
which followed and he confessed that after
twenty-five years' experience he could count
them all upon the fingers of ome.hand,
while one testified that in a year's trial of

holding an inquiry meeting at the close of
the Sabbath evening service the average
had been one each night and that {n a small
church, Who will deny that these contrast-
ed cases are typical? If so, do they not
point to a capital defect not only in our
ordinary methods of work, but also in our
college tralning? The coilege that shall
lead the way in evangelistic clinlcs will
take a great stelde forward {n usefulness and
influence in the Church,
WALTER M. ROGER.
Peterboro’, Nav. 10'h, 1896

POPE ALEXANDER VI,

The readers of THE CANADA PRESBY.
‘TERIAN will, no doubt, like to see a portrait
of Pope Alexander VI. (Radriguez Burgia),
of whom they have heatd so much. One
accompanies this article. It 1s a photo.
gravure of a copy by Rev. T. Fenwick,
Woodbridge, Ont,, of a medal which he
bought in the Vatican some years ago. Alex-
ander VI. caused three medals to be struck
during his reigo.

The following account of bim is translat-
ed from Rev. Mr. Dorion's Pelite Histoire de
la Vie des Papes.

% This pope
reigned eleven
years and sev-
en days, from
1492 to 1503,

“ He was
only twenty-
five years old
when he was
made acardin-
al. He wasone
of the wvilest
men who have
occupled the
pontifical
throne. He ob-
tained the tiara
by the power of
money. Le-
bauched from
his you'h, he
had by a Ro-
man lady,nam-
ed Rosa Van-
ozza, five ille-
pitimate chil.
dren, of whom
four were sons
—Louis,Ca=sar,
John and Gott-
fried—and one a daughter, the famous
Lucretla. We are assured that Vanozza had
besides four husbands, of whom, at least,
three were mutdered by her. The life of
Alexander VI was a succession of de-
baucheries and poisonings. Under him all
Rome was afraid of being murdered. We
are told that he trampled uader foot all laws
humaun and divine. The life of tbis pope,
says Matter, that of hissons, thatof his
daughter Lucretla, could not be paluted by
modern history. After the lapse of three
centurles, we still blush with indignation
and shame when we cast our eyes on the
work which, unfortunately, the chaplain
Burcard wrote about the life of his master,

. *"Alexander VI. permitted Louis XII. to
divorce Jane, after they had been married
twenty years, and marry Anne of Brittany,
widow of Charles VIII.

- 4 Casar, the son of this pope, after
having been a priest, a bishop, anda cardi.
pal, married a daugbter of John d'Albert,
and became duke of Roumansa in 1301,

" The end of Alexander VI. was worthy
of his life, He invited to dinner Adrian of
Corneto, one of the 1ichest cardianals of his
court, and he connted on ridding himselt of
him by poison. But the cook, won over by
the cardinal, served up to the pope the
dish prepared for his victim, and Alexander
died almost immediately.”

AN OLD ADDRESS.

(Coneluded.)

Taklng the steamer from Toronto we
reach the head of the lake about forty miles
distant and land at Hamilton, one of the
most promising towns iu the Province. The
population is nearly 8,000. We have here a
congregation of several years' standing, but
vever having had a minister settled in it, it
has not prospered. The membership is
thirty-five. A few miles west from Hamilton
is Dundas where the Rev. Mr. Christie has
a station, and abbot seven miles beyond that
sgain we find ourselves at West Flamboro,

POPE ALEXANDER VI.
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which is Mr, Christie’s headquartersand the
seat of the Presbytery of the samo name
containing the congregations of West Flam.
boro, St. George, Eramoss, Ayr, St
Catharines, Chippewa, Guelph, Esquesing,
Hamilton, Brantford, Beverley. The last
four of these are vacant, and the pastors and
date of settlement of the others, beginning
with West Flamboro are respectively:
Revs, T, Christle, 1818 5 J. Roy in the same
year ; Wm, Barrle aud A. Ritchie, both in
1842 ; J. Porteous and C. Fletcher in 1843,
and Robert Torrance in 1846, The total
membership of these congregations, not in.
cluding those vacant, Is 899.

Here we have a third Presbytery com.
prising seven ordained ministers who have
charge of a membership of upwards of 1,100,

There stili remalns a fourth Presbytery,
the seat of which Is Loandon, also compre-
hending seven ordained ministers with up.
wards of 1,100 members. The Presbytery
of London contains the followlng congrega-
tions with their ministers and date ot settle.
ment, with these three vacant, namely, God-
erich, Blanchard, Adelaide: London,
Rev. W. Proudfoot, 1832 ; Blenhelm, Rey.
G. Murray 1834 ; Proof Line, Rev. J. Skia-
ner, 1834 ; Mc.
Killop, Rev. A,
McKen:zie,
1835; Cbat.
ham, Rev. J.
McFadyen,
1843 ; Paris,
Rev. D, Caw,

1846 ; Detroit,
Rev. J. Mc
Lellan, 1847
The member-
ship of these
congregations
numbers 1,113.

From this
brief review of
things it will
be seenthatwe
have more than
the semblaoce
of a Church
in Canada. We
have a Synod
consisting of
four Presbyteries and comprising. twenty-
elght ministers with upwards of four thou.
sand members, and all this is the fruit
under the divine blessing of the labors of 2
few years on the part of men who have been
perhaps somewhat overlooked, but who
have been, and still are, laboring indefatig-
ably and successfully in the work of the
Lord. Their congregations have doubied
and quadrupled on the hands of most of
them; In the case of some the increase
has been still greater and they are at
present all of them calling for help and
pointing to fields white to harvest. The
misslonarv who kaows these things may re-
pair to Canada full of hope.

Encouragement may also be drawa from
the preseat relative position of our mlission.
We are not the strongest religious body in
the Province., Very far from it. We are
not even the most numerous Presbyterian
body. Both the Church of Scotland and the
Free Church outstrlp us in the number of
ministers, Still our position is emiaently
promising. OQur priaciples as a Voluntary
Church are more acceptable than the
Church and State idea, so that while we
preach the same gospel, and should study
to act harmoniously together we should not
close our eyes to the fact not only that the
Voluatary priaciple is one wortk contending
for, especlilly in a new couatry, but is ane
which, as held by us, gives onr missionaries
additional acceptance as the servants of
Him whose kingdom is not of this world.

But the missionary’s chief encourage-
ment is the promise of his Master’s pres
ence now and of His approbation hereafter.
Reflect then, beloved brethren, on the
promise annexed to the commission under
which youact: *“Lo,Iam with you always, -
even unto the ead of the worid. Be strong

,and of good courage ; be got afraid, neither .




