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Our tontrtbutor6.
CONCERNlNG SOL1D MEN.

BY K.%OXO'ZlAn.

Soiid mecn are not valued as highiy
In this age andl count.ry as they shîould
lie. Too ina»y people crave for the
odd, the etartiing, the amuctiing,. the
sensationai. They uvant eometlîing that
willh make a noise, however ucelese and
brie! the noise may be. Sold me» are
seldomn noisy, and lience it le timat lîey
do flot corne Up to the requiremients o!
people who tlîi»k that mn's chie! end
le to advertlee and ehout.

By a couid man ve inca» <'ne vho lbac
moral !irrnness, f ixed princlinles, etrengtli
o! chamacter, cotirage-a mn thuat doe
flot stand on thie street corner and 1lo0k
ln every direction to sc what way the
erowd le goi»g o» every question, before
lie makes up his mInd about the course
lie shouid pursue. A colid mani las a
mind o! hie ow» which lie uses to do ies
<'w» thlnking and a conscience o! hic
ow» which le not constantly umcd for the
r eguhation o! the conduct o! hie neigli-
boume.

Solidlty lias come base counterfeits, as
every go:od quaiit.y o! chiaracter lias.
One o! the most common counterfeits
o! solidity le flesh. A ina» uvho 'veiglus
Over two liundmed le generaily coneidered
a soi id man. No doubt ie, le, 80
far as fleehlmi concerned, but lic may be
and cometirnes le, ent.irciy destitute o!
wohid mental and moral Quaities. If any-
body r»» againet hlm 1ln tue street, or
If lie happencd to fali on anybody, lie
'vouid seeîn solld enougli, but ln any
emergency, ln wlîich etrength o! chaac-
ter le needed, hie miglit tur» out noth-
Ing better than a two-hundred pound
baby. We have ail ceeu babies that
welghed about two hundmed pounde and
ver y coud me» that turned the scale at
:1 ittie over hlai that figure. Truc sol-
idlty o! character le mental and moral,
Dot physical.

Stubbornnees le another colinterfeit o!
eolidty. Froîn sheer, do'vnright stub-
bomunece, a mn oppresses evcmybody,
f iglîts againet cvcrythlng, and shaliow-
people thlnk tlint because lie opposes ev -
erythlng and evemybody, lie le a couid
man. The vemy reverse lm generaîîy the
truthi. Stubbornness lm far more freqiient-
lY aliied ltlî 'vaknese, than Ivithi
otmengthî. The vemlesàt 'eaklinge are
often the nuost etubborn. There lm a
world o! difference between a man o!
moral firamnees, a Ia» o! !ixcd un-
cwemvlng prîncipie, a man o! courage
and strong cliaracter, and a creature
that le etubbomn and nothlng more. The
highUct type o! man le the man who lias
!lxed moral principies, 'vho le flmmn as
Gibraltar vue» titeSe principhes are as-
sailed, whoee courage rmes witli evcry
emergeney and wihose ctre»gtuî inemeaces
wlth evemy trial. Tiier, le a womld o!
diffemence between a mnan o! that. klnd
and the man who le mcercly ctubbbor».
The one les a couid man, the other le often
the reverse.

The womst counterfeit o! solldity lis
iitupidlty. A de»cely etupid man le oft-
e» mietaken for a couid n, -îvhlie a

alek man who mende ea hundmed miles for

corne îveI-advcrtised quack Medicine,
when the doctf9r on the next 8treet
to wlîom he perliaps owes a large bill,
Could do hlm far More good. We sce t
lu the baid-headed and youthful round-
ers who leave tiîeir own place o! worship
and ru» after escapoed nune, ex-prieste,
and advertised people, who have a pet-
ent. procees for converting 8inners. We
see it lu the people who eend ail over
creation for corne article of goode that
they eau buy on the business etreet o!
thieir own town.

There le rooin for discussion, as to
whether nîany o! the long vacancies lu
Preebyterian cîurches, are not cauRed
inainiy, or at leact In part, by people
who crave for somiething seusationai, or
at ieast, unustizl, froia a distance. The
soiid mien o! our congregations hiave no
sncbe craving, but unfortunatelv the soi-
Id mien who do Most of the work and
pay Most o! the bill1, do not ahways
have their owa way.

In another direction, the craving for
that which le startiing and censationai,
does untold iechief. Weak, notor-
lety, ioving characters, cee that could
qualitles are bellttied a nd dleparaged
and that there le a premiuma on the start-
iing, the unusual, the censationai, and
t.hey are temipted to bld for notoriety.
Some of them bld hilh.

Let sensible people reinember that
tle country lias been made w-,hat it le
by could me», that positions of trust and
responclbiiity are gîven t<)couid, me»,
that the etability of everything ln Churcli
and State worthii aintaining, le main-
tained by soild me». Should the day
ever comle lîen ligltit eighits, censation-
ai foole ani noisy scapegraces OCCUl)y
the chie! places ln Ciiurch and State,
both Churcli and State wlll go to the
doge on the double quick. Moral: GIN*e
thanke every day for the services 'of
couid me».

A CONSECR..4TED YOUNG LIFE.

PART II.
THE 5TUDENT ANI) TE M[ XPSO AUT.

It -%vas whle procecuting hic business
training In Manchester, that David Sa»-
deman'e heart f Irt earnestly turned to
the Christian mainistry. He had no dis-
Inclination for- im'ercantile pureuits, nor
did lie suppose that they coui'd not be
made available for the glory o! the Lord;
but lie feit that the Christian minietry,
like the angeiic lîost, "'vait to serve,"
and that wvhat to oChers eau be but an
occasionai joy belongs aiways to them
to speak to sotîls that are thIrsting for
It, whether they know it or not, the
message o! reconeiliation and power. On
leavlng Manchiester, to begîn hie studies,
lie thue sunîs up hie thouglits: "I find
»ew opportunitles every day at the 'vare-
house o! speaking a word in season. The
longer there, the more cucli eeem to open.
[ 'viii leave the profession, deepiy con-
vînced o! the many opportunities af-
forded the mieclant, If lie has the true
'vili o! glori!ying the Lord. Yet le the
rinietry more honourable, and stili more
opportunities are found ln it." %

In paseing from Manchecter to Edin-
burgh, David Sandeman entered Into a
new cIrcle o!Ilife and duty. Business wae
lienceforth exchanged for éstudy, a life

habits, it' le fot wonderful that. there
'vas no perceptible abatenuent o! spirit-

'i life during the years o! hie college
course. He 'as not the lees prayer-
fui, elmpie-iulnded, practicai beilever,
when lie studl-ed at EdýImnburgiî than wvhen
lie caet up accounts or turned over bales
o! Cotton ln the Manchester warehouee.
The secret o! hiiesuciitalned, simple, ar-
dent. taitlî amidst studios ln whlch not
a fe'v have made silip'vreck and miore
have for a season bec» chIlled into re-
liglous ludifference, le to be fouud ln\ hie
mile, "To ctudy ail day in the presence
o! JesueF." In ile note-book lie lias pen-
ned In large letters Eternity ! Eternity!
adding, "Let mie act more as i19 1 'ers
uow ln the next ivorhd, looking back to
see hou' 1 ehould have acted for the
glory o! Jesue."

With 'vhat fervoîr 'for service wouhd
our young minicters comie forth from
their prepat.ory work, were the rule o!
David Sandeman Inscribcd on every
qtudy M-ail as the constant mule o! the
student, "To study ail day ln the pre-
sence o! Jesue."

Amlolet the varietiffe o! studies in con-
tact with which hie eohiege Ilfe brings
hlm, the Word lias etili ln ail thIngs
the pre-eminence. Amnong other Ilglite
It le flot obscured ; it holde ite place
as ies brIglit and inornlng star. 1e a
new year ushemed lu! hie resolutlo» leI,
"A good portion o! the beet o!famy time
to be devoted to secret prayer, and to
a close and constant readlng, and to
deep and prayerful meditation and study
of the Hoiy Seriptumes." lelhe toseed
durlng a siceplees niglit? lie rises,
etrikes a Ilglit, and fille hie coul 'vith
"tlioughte o! God from God's 0w» Word
and then lies down again." When lis
returns from hie dlass to hie lodgings,
it le to spend hie firethli hour with
tue Word. Has Sabbath corne round ?
[t bringe with it Its evenîngs epent ln
reading the Oid Testament ln tlie le-
brew, "tliat grand, beloved language."
le lie a 'vandemer arnidet the pictureeque
tzeenes o! hie 0W» Pertlsiehre Highlandse?
whist lie fille hie coul wlth the 'grau-
(leurs o! Gien Tilt, as a f it companlon
to it, tue Word is in ics hands, and ile
pen recorde, "Ca» read nothing but the
Word; it le8amy momning, noon and
niglit portion." lIe o ateliful to catch
!rom hie Intercourse wlth othere, lilnts
that may tumu to ics personai prof it?
He catches, as the utterance o! lics 0w»
spirit, the petition from the lips o! a
frIend, and adopte It as ies o'v. "Cast
me Into the mould o! Thy Word."

For five or six yeare lie had clierilih-
cd the desire to join the mission In China.
As o!ten as the purpose wae laid acide
lt came back ais a îbide muslîing In full
force. Lt was flot worldiy coneidera-
tions that made hlm heeltate. Lt 'vas
the cmy o! the masses o!fliome heathen-
lem that for a time made hlm tnertaîn
:%vhat 'vaishie Mastem'e eati. A lees de-
voted man niglht, ln hic circumstances,
have eaeily found an excuse for person-
ally decllng forelgn service. ' He had
wealth to do lies miseionarv work by
proxy, If lie couid have believed that
Ie womk couhd have been so dlonc. The

agent for China wae at hie command, and
the means for hie support; but nothlIng
ivouid eatlsfy hlm short o! perHonai con-
secration to the missionary cause. Once.

mowly watclics the e! feets on eociety,
Britteli and Chi1nese, o! the coolie a'ucl
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mlrrored cloudi3 and sk elihed te~~
changing hues, whose rIpples laui
the oun liglit, fille the wlcie channel eite
f reohss and giory.J

[0CT. 18'b, iSg3-

opium traffi le, and, ak, he writes home,
denounces the opium trade as the shamOl
of England and the antagoniet ot mie-
Kions.

It le an Irksoine taek, with ail neces'
sary meane at hand, to lear» a dlffl-
cuit language. "But the end wîth Our
devoted mlsglonary, smoothes the rough'
ness o! the way, and makes the toil a
nothing, as lie pieasantiy tells us11
hie beantiful application to himself Of
the experience of Jacob: "As hie time8
seemed short because of the love he boré
to Rachel, my monthis pa8e sweetiY,
and quickiy over, because of the love
of the divine Master." But the Instru'
ment lie lem bo diligent in acqulrlng,and'"
to attain wllhihe counte ail toilpieS.'
sure, Itit l xot the wiil of the Master'
tiîat hie should use for h " e giory*.
Enough ;ilike David, lie bas prepared tiiP
materials for a temple. The Lord 1100
need of huîn "up hîglier.",ý

An attack of choiera, wvhich lasted'î
0-n1Y twenty houre, calied hlm, at Wi~
close of a busy wveek to hie reet. Thougýý,
sudden, the sumnons was neither une%ý
pected or etartllng. When aeked by
friend whaf, at that moment, gave l
confidence, hie characteristie reply we,
"From head te foot, righteoueneseo." uf
answer gîves the secret o! David Sandeý"
man's spiritual power. Hie approprS.'
tion of Christ was lîke hie consecratIOl'
to Christ ; it was compiete. Why dou'
young Clîrîstiane see that it le theif
right and their duty to take a whOl
Christ and ail Hie benefits as their own'.1
Inaiienabie possession ? Lese than. th'-
will leave them weak-kneed ln Chrl5t'.11
service, evren If they ehould be whOl0
hearted. Full appropriation' and eur
tire conseeration. "My Beioved le milI
and I am Hie." Then there shah l
"much fruit."

To the question, If!lhe had any mnO0V
sage for frIende, "Yee," wae hie ans'WOFýh
Tell my niother I thought o!flier

cause ehe taugîît me the way to Jesii
Happy mother to be so coinforted bY ,,
dylng son But for one thlng lie SOI
cleaved to ]Ife. When asked if liestl:
wished to live for the sake of proaP-P", .
lng the Gospel to the Chinese, lie
clalmed, "Aye, that le It !" But
nled iength of daye, lhe oftered what li#Ïýj
couid, and devoted hie property to
Chinese mission. Conflrming on h*
death-bed, an arrangement he had mB#,,
before leavlng home lie bequeathed "O0"
elghth of hie property to the spread
the Gospel at home, and sevený-elgithS 0,
the spread of the Gospel In China."y
dled as lie ived, calling nothing hie oWI'i#lý
genuine exampie, Inlfe and ln deat
o'f reai coneecratlon.

I thank God for the Influence P)S.
Sandeman's story has had upon my 0
life. In transcrlblng it this miorninStp
have gladiy feit that that Influence 10
tresli and etrong as It vaks thîrty y
ago. May He, who richiy bleosed it
one young Chrietian, make It a bieS
now to many more, "to the pralse of t
giory o! Hic grace." ANNA ROSS 0

Brucefleld, Ont., Oct. 2nd, 1893.
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