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ff~sto anpebople*
A MOTWER'S PR4 YRR.

Lorihecugh hi. sins were scarlci,
And ho went far asray,

These long years have 1 prayet! Thee
Show him the narrow way.

Thotiqh with the swine ho feastet!,
0 ! bring iir back to Thec ;

Myyouinvest born, 0 1 i ave him,
Whetever ho may bc.

The <uoiy prayer aow loft nme
19, Lord, that Thou wouldst tuin

1 lis heart to Theti sotrr,
Thus, Lord, that ho might teain;

Though *,n ma'y fot corne nigh Thot,
The sinnr may iad grace;

Il bcherets hi. tiuly.
Thou wiIB not hide Thy face.

For Vcra, Lard, has he wander'd,
Let him aise andsay,

ARaInst Thee have 1 snned,
No longer heit 1 stay;-

I will returo 0010 Thec,
Ani t Thy ficet ivill pruty,

That, like thc prodigal ai aid,
1 bc Dot tuned asway.-

It rnay bc, Lord. that neyer
ne will came home ta nme;

1 date flot pay foi tha:, Lord.
Nhile he la far tram Thee.

Yet, Lord, ail things are passible,
And mighty la Thy grace;

It may bc the day comcîh
That 1 shaih sec is face.

The face of hm who left me.
My yaungest bora, my pride;

There came a day 1 deemed ih
Fa., btter ho had diet!.

But now my prayer is only,
0 Lord, Thy will bc donc;

It mmy bc la Thy mercy
Thou wilt bring home My son.

TH1E IRE V. JOHN Ml'NVEILL.

There are, 1 suppose, certain days af the year when the
suri shnts on Regent Square, and there are people formuate
enough ta bave visted it an these. To me it seems ane of
the dullest spots in London. Fag, rat, or a darnp wind
blowing auturnn leaves about the doors, mingle curiously with
ail one's memores of st. The bouses, Il silent and aware,"
sei to understand tbat rich tenants will ot seek them any
longer. To thte ast lies Gray'sInn.Road, as cheerless a thor-
oughfare as London bas to show. Ail round are Uitle streets
with untidy gardons and fith-rate shops and bouses. The
imother-Church af London Presbytertanism bas, therefore, ta
bold its own amidet depressing outward circurnstances. Stili,
the McCre.Roxburgh Church s flot exactly situated inaa
paradise, and Mr. McNeull is probably content with bis sur-
roundiags. For anc thing. '-e is certainly not sorry ta be se
near King's Cross Station. I-is occassanal vsits ta the north,
for test or work, brighten ail the year for him. Some of us
remaber the first time he spoke ia the Free Assembly Hall
after bis settlement ia London, the long lines af people wait-
ing in the corridors to shake bands with hlm, and bis joy at
bcing once more anong bis Ilain folk." No city in the world
understands the art ai hero-worship Sa, well as Edinburgb ; no
audience appreciates fine oratory so keenly. But Edinburgh
is small; ber churches have raomr for the decorous congrega-
tions assembling for the regular diet of worship, and a few
strangers will bc courteously admîitted by the pew-holders.
But wen the nanChurch-going masses wisb to bear a preach.
er, it becomes a question ai building hlmn a tabernacle, or lot-
ting London get hlm. Most people know the outlines af Mr.
McNeill's short but eventtul carter. The stary of is early
struggles bas been told in every Scattish bousehold, and will
doubtless fora the inspiration aofrnany a future ministry.
Even badl the road ta the pulpit been longer and barder than
it is, bis gifts rnust have brougbt him ta the goal at last.
It 15 quite a mistake ta suppose that he cares oniy ta address
great audiences ia halls or cîrcuses. Same of bis finest ser-
mons have been preached tram village pulpits, ar in moorland
cottages wbere two or thret had cote together ta worshzp.
HaIt bis success a:; a preacber is awing ta bis gitai sympa-
thy. The young especially he morts face ta tace. Their
troubles, their difficulties, their wanderings through the great
wilderness af London, are matteis of constant solicitude *a
hlm. This gift ai sympathy, as valuable ta its possessor as
Lessing's opal ring, is united in Mr. McNcill's case with an
unfailir'g trtshness of style and manner. He carrnes sun-
shine about with bina. Tht ring ai bis vaîce and tht grp af
bis baad have, on somne people, tht effect of a breath of matin-
tain wind. He deals in no subtleties, but chooses subjects
which al will understand, and makes every point converge
upon the present. His best sermons sparkle wth epigrams.
Quaint patbs tomn off bere and there ; glinapses cf beauty mort
yau at unexpected corners. Tbey would nord revision, doubt-
lcss, before passing inta the bands cf tht S5ectato>"s reviewer.
But the average bearer, wbo bas a 'ousy vreek behind and bc-
fort hlmn, ànd in whose lite clauds have returned aIl tao soon
after rain, teels that this preaching morets bis nord. And
with tht average hearer, Mr. McNeiJl will always bc popular.

~-M.

THE CANADA PRESB3XTERIAN

TUt E CALL TO B3ATTLE.

ThtegRift aitangues givea ta tho Church ai the beginîng
was a meirc marvel. There wils no clear undctstanding, on
tht part af othors, af what «as said. But la tht giît ai pro-
phecy, or ot a spiritttal inttrprolation of the Word, there
tvas this clean understanding, cajoyed and apprcciated by ail.
It is in this connectian that tht apostle says :"lAna even
things without lifé-giving sound, whether pipe or barp, cx-
cep% they give a distinction ia the sounds, how shaht it bc
known what is piped or harped? For itho trunipet give an
unceriain sound, wha shall propare bintseli ta the battît? "
Tht words suggest ta us the necessity ai aur undersranding,
as clcarly as possible, tht neal issue at stalka in the canflict in
wbich as Christians we arc cngaged. r'htrt are several
itumpet calîs around us. Eacb ai theni means the railying
at the forces an a givea side. Sanie ai thona are qoit clear
and explicit, but others arecfmot sa cîcar. Saine are strangely
confused. The apasthe rccammends cleanness and certaiaty.
Ht believes that thero are lust twa uides ta the question. fi
is nat a triangular conflict in whicb we are callcd ta engage
and in which a mati may bc expected ta shaot ia two direc-
tions ; but a conflict la wbich there art twa sidos, absoiutoly
apposed ta eacb other. That tbere is an actual conflict ai a
spiritual kixîd Coing on ta the warld, and that overy ont is
called ta take sartie part in it, wc cannai starety doubt. It is
essentiai ta aur doifiR sa that %,e have sorti clear conception
af the nature ai tht coaflîct, ai d the preciso issue at staka.

ln the deptbs of the sea tke greater fishes prey upon the
smaller, and upan the surface of the carth a strugglo far ex-
istence, bath amaag mca and tht lower creatures, is gaîng
an. Tht resui is sait! ta be the survivat at the fltest. Tht
greater nations of ihe eartb are armed ta the teeth, i
tvatchfut and suspiclous observance ai each other. But ail
this auter conflict, formidable as il is, is but the frîngt o!
an inner spiritual warfare that is bcung waged upon tht
earîh. Two great principtes are strtving for ascendancy ln
the world ; and it must bc obviaus ta cvery thoughtfut per-
san that we require ta understand what those principles anc
if we are te play the part wt ougbt ta play ia this great
controversy ai lime ; if wc are ta understand what the par-
ticular phase ai each mavement in the migbîy campaign
really is, and whero wt ought ta stand amid the sbiiîing and
conflicting currenîs of the wholt. So long as menalook nt
the outsidt of the matter-at tht shîftîng af parties, and tht
risang and ialling ai sects-they cannot hope ta understaad
why there should be a baîtle ai ail, or what ia is ail about; but
when, with tht help ai divine revelation, we get saine insight
mbt the invisible centre o! tht whale, we know wbere we are,
and what we aught ta do.

In so fat as Ibis world is concerntd, there arc tremtndous
odds agaînst every mnit. There us a subtle and powerful fat
un tht field, iti the experience oi ages in bis possession, a
master ai stategy in spiritual wariart, and fat mort than a
match fat ait mente men pot together. Then thent are bosts
af darkness under bis contrai, spirits of evil, wbose wark it is
ta seduce and carzupt tht seuls ci men through their imagina-
tion, their heanîs, their passions. Undtr tht mast plausiblt
forms do thase spirits ai cvii work-under the nmsaisofli-
erty and knowledge and bappiraess and power. Then there
are tht accumutated wrongs ai ages-the errar and perver-
sions wbich bave gaI îhcmselves entrencbed in seats of auth-
ority and influence in the world ; and, warst of ail, there is tht
corrupted nature ofithe individualhimself. It isun vîewoaial
Ibis tbat we say, ibat, in sa fat as this preseat world is con-
cenned, there are tremendous adds against every man, in
vîew of the battît he bas ta flght for tht salvation ai bus own
soul, and for tht redemptian ai bis fellow-men tramn the curse
of sin.

Iis an easy thing ta do noîhing, ta assume tht attitude
ai indifiereace, ta glidc on witb the streani, and te shut onie's
tans ta the trumpet cali duty ; but lIais anly means relin-
quishing tht whole truc task ai lie. Upon any supposition
as ta the anigin ai cvii and man, wt ail set tha; the mass o!
men are fat below what they ought ta bc. Tht vast ropor-
tion ai humait beings have bad ta labour fron yoth ta age,
and tramn marning til nighî, for tht support ai their tem-
poral existence alone, witb Ibis result, that theur nmiads re-
main darkened and degradcd, as coapared wuth wbat lhey
oughî ta be. Whaî a conflict is there ziot implied, in the eman-
cipation ai men froni Ibis external misery and bandage ; anxd
when we pass ftom the seen ta tht unseen, and lock at the
niatier as a spititua! canflîct, appreciattag ta any tactent tht
farces that wage war upon the soul, wc cannaI but tel that
we are c<aled. ta a warfare of tht mosî arduous character.

Wbaî, then, is tht point for wbich wo bave ta contead P It
tis of vital importance ta the Christian soldier that be sbould
.sec Ibis, and keep il constantty la view. 'rhere are iaay
Fsubordinate engagements going on. Evil assumes many

foras. and it bas ta bc attacked under eacb. Specific teine-
dits rcquire ta bc adopted for specîfic evîls. Scils tbc evul in
ils dround and essence is one, and the enemy is anc. Ia the
hast resart it is a conflici with prîncuples diametnicelly op-
pased ta each atber ; and if the trumpet is ta Rive a clear
saund it wiJl let us knaw txactly for wbat wt are caatend-
ing. The battît is for God and fer tht file ai God in tht
human sou]. Look ahcng the whoit lune ai this world-con-
flict. Sùrvey i! onde? 'ait ils fanas. Is i not a battît for
God la nature, for God ;n Christ, for God la the Church
la one word, for tht supernatural? Wbat have we ta con-
tend for as against the aîheist and tht agnostic ? Simply

for butief ln tht divine existence. Is it a question as Io
divine personality of jesus Christ aad the reality of
atanemont, as an incomparable wark ofl grace ? thcéî i
tht question a1 the supernatural still. Il it a baille for
reality af miracles, or tht actual intervention ai God in
work oi history ? That is but another ton aif tht sui
natural. Is it a battît for the existence o! a trut Chuych.
Church that is ane and visible ait aver the world, rcally
body ai Çhrist, former! by His word and Ulled wih 1
Spirit ? Tht iole idea af such a body is titat of a rnm
ment ta the suaernatural ia the midst af the riatural. 1
we contend for tht divine authority and inspiration ot 1
Bible as opposed ta theories and explanatiotis of the bc
that would accourir for it, as liou mîght account for any on~
bonk, on purely naturalistic linos ? Here again il is a u
tiaen as ta whether the Bible implies for ils pradu-cî-.in,
detail or as a whole, an aperation oi the Spiri ai G
which altogether transcends that which il împlicd in i
best ordinary book ; whether, la une word, theBileil h t
history af the supernatural or no.

How apparent it is that the one thing for which we ha,
ta contend ini these dRys is the spiritual, the suptmat%à
tht Divine, as agaiast ail merely naturalistic theories of e
istence. The naturat hs there, but it is nlot the wholear
by itselfili explains nothing. Front nature we must aszend a
once ta Gad, if we are ta get tht sîandpaînt that means
truly ratianal explanation ai the universe. From ihat sait
standpoint wc are clearly abliged ta look at the tin ab
structure af thteIBible, at the risc and progress of Christianit,
and at thetihale developmnent ai human history. Away fron
that point we are fast la darkness, and tht ie of man il ti
if"a tale tald hy an idiot, full ai sound and (ury, sugnifyitig no
thirug." A thausand influences are playing against the sprr
itual fle, and trying ta beat it down. The whote 'uoxld 0ý
sense and sigbt is ta many a supreme and a counter aîtràc.
lion. There art many thinsgs whîch. flot evil in themselytu,
but as belonging ta ibis present world, coule in ta ciowd cm~
all thought ai another and a higher. There is tht expansion
ai commerce, the cuttivation ci science, tht opening upoai îe
whott world ta tht. enterprise ai man. Thete are the titàl4
socialistic and cammunistic movements of the timc-the
whole secular development ai tht world, al ai whîch, as Mii.
ccntrating thet ttoughts ai men upon the present and t
palpable atone, have a iendency ta make tht spiritual and
the eternat loak unreal and far away, a thing with whichot
Laive no immediate or practical cancern. Hence the aatenatin
ai ma.,y iran religion altagether, and tramn tht great work ci
tht Church la tht world.

'But ail thase great question.~ with which mon are dea.
iag in tht general %vorld, an,! about which they are caaiend.
ing, are but larger forms ai tht canflict witb which the hum.
blest and mast privat Christidn bas ta do. The conflictint
the indivîdual lie, wberever we are and however engaged, if
there is spiritual life 'n tht saut at ail, as a bailefer the -iery
existence af that lite, as well as for its dcvelapmnent. People
who do nlot tbink have a difficulîy ln realîiag what a spiriuati
lite is. The word is but a synonym fat the dreamy and the ton.
real. Herîce the nteagreticss ot nt'rest, even an the part of
protessung Chrustians, in purely spiritual thîngs. Hence. to
the popularity of coarse, unspînîtual, vulgar ways co' promoîîng
religion.

Our truc lufe is not a qiet and easy developmient of naiu-
rat forces. There arc many who think afi a as nothing tlie.
They are camfartably sîtuated ; the iran bas neyer entered
their seuls ; they have neyer been broken ispon the wheel of
a great sorrow ; tbey are amiable ; beautiful il mnay be, and
popular ; they are intelligent ta a degret ; but they are moi-
îag upon tht surface of fle. The shaits af convictuan have
never entercd tbeir seuls ; their prîde bas net been slain or
trampted in the dusi, and se îhcy float on, wandertng *îhât
people nican when they talk about sin and Satan, and coiaflicî
and spiritual triumph. But when the sout has been ai\akenîd
ta thc powcrs ai the warld ta came, it understaads what is
ineant by the Church being a militant body, and life a war-
fare. The thtngs that naw becamo unreal are the baubles
ai the world, and the shadows which the pleasure-secker pur.
sues.

Let us test everything by the effect it bas an tht spiritual
lie. It is net a question un regard ta many things, as ta vhtrt
a bqrd and fast fine can be diawn, but as ta bow fat a certain
iota cf business or a certain course ai study, or a book, or a
place ai amusement, or any engagement affects the spiritual

ik.. Dots it lawer the spiritual temperature ? Dots it miake
the spiritual w.rid unreal and fat a away ? Dots it pur one
cut of sympathy wth prayer 1 Dots t atake the Bible an
unattractive book, and tht services ai religion a samnewhat
wtarisome performance? In a word, dots it shut Gad out of
His own world ? Then it il an tt side of thteiemy ; il il
holping farward îhc anti-Christ ; il is apposed te tht super-
naturai. If I mistake not, that is the supreme test. Tht cou-
flict centres here-a 111e of nitre sense, aiftvanldly occupations
and enjoymeaîs atone, or a lftof a!iih, that gains the victory
ai tht world, that rises inta tht unseen, that appreheads the
invisible, that walks with God. We cannot, ln ibis inuîtifani-
ous and distracting age, spread aurselves aver evetythîng
Tht lime is short, and the work is great. Wt mrust cancea-
trate. Bring aIl tht contraversies af the day ta tbis aneclctai
and centrai test :Is it an tht side ai a fle that is tever nising
into tht supernatural, hathing itstlf la the unseen, -nd cleans-
ing is eyes trona the film of tht lower lite, in tht pute atmos-
phere oi etenay or is it on tht side of the natutal atone, ter
beiag swept dw and'dragged alang hy the sîupifying course
and curnent of a blind and trivalous worid ? It is net a cal
ta separate tht natural from the superaatural, as if %me had ta
live an unnatural or a double fle ; but it is a cal! ta briag tht
spiritual into the beart ai tht natural, and thereby redeca h i
troim the vaniîy and mîsery ai an unbtlieving lite ; not stand-
ing ta-day on the side ofithe enemies af Gaci for tht salce o!
sorte supposed eartb!y good, and to-morrow an the side ai
Christ for the sake of seule faacied spiritual gaod ; but mak-
ing a whole af ift, ond that wholo a spiritualt whoie.-Rmi.
Fergus Ferguson, DD., in Chrisian LeadW.
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