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January oth, 18893
A LOVELY SONG.

(Bzak, xxxiii. 32.)

A 1oveLY song!l wo hear it from the birds,
When gentlo spring returns with opening bloom,
And violets come, to gom tho banks, so late
Wich snow wreaths covered in tho wintry noon;
With happy notes of glee, 8o morrily

They give cach other greeting as they throng
On waving branch, or borne on fluttering wing
On high, a thankful lovely song they sing.

A lovely song! Have you not heard tho brook,
Aus rippling onward, o'er the mossy stones,

Or winding gently through a leafy nook,

Tt warbles on with sweet and vuried tones?

With cheerful sound it gaily speeds along,

Thro' woodland wild, and smiling fields so fair,
While whispering trees their branches bow, to hear
The melody of song which {flows so near.

A lovely song! When wandering by tho sea,
You oft have heard it, as the welcoming shoro
Receives with fond caress tho murmuring waves,
With mensured rhythmic cadonce, more and more
It soothes the heart as a soft lullaby

That tender mother to her baby sings ;

' And e'en when far away, in memory's car,

The echoing music of its voice we hear

A very lovely song we all may sing

As o'er the world we wander far, or near,

And make sweet melody for weary hearts,
Whose brotherhood to us should make them dear.
We all mny speak in charity and hope,

To cheer cach other as wo pass along,

And moving pure, among the world.worn throng,
Make of our lives, a very lovely song.

~ Shall not our aims, then, in the fair new year,
*  Be pure and steadfast? Trusting God’s dear love,
: We'll take the hand out-stretched to guide us on;
“Tis with a Father's clasp, we link our own,
And tho’ we stumule in the valley dark,
We'll still press onward to the shining mark
Of our high calling, till we rest among
Our loved ones in the land of lovely song.
S. Avice Isuay-HarrLey,
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74X EXEMPTION.

A citizen of Toronto writes: I have read with much
interest the ar:icle from the London Speclator of the 14th
of November, copied in your last week’s issue, on the sub-
Ject of taxation. It has led me to make some enquiries
“ as to tho state of things in this regard in Toronto.
.,y The total value of assessed property here is $100,-
{;00,000, the total value of real estate exempted from
taxation is $15,579,000. How much of this total is eccles-
ipstical, bow much educational, and how much Govern-
mental can ecasily be ascertained through the diferent
-assessors, although it is not anywhere in print that 1 know
of ; but so far from every body in Toronto being equally
» interested in tho exemptions, no two citizens of the place
are. Why should I, who am a Presbyterian, be compelled
i 10 pay part of the just taxes of Trinity College? Why
Xhould all Toronto University, its Jand and its buildings,
‘not only escapo taxation but I be called upon to pay more
: taxes because they are exempt? Why should the Method-
¢ ists have ail Metropolitan Church and Square exempted
: and my taxes be raised accordingly.

The large amount of real estato held by Roman Catholic
corporations is very valuvable, and will be enormously so.
“Why should I swell it by paying a portion of its just
* taxation?}

. Tho Government holds large blocks of Jand in Toronto
—=notably the blocks whero the Parlisment Buildings,
Government House and Upper Canada College are.  Thero
can be no reason why they should not pay their taxes.

Tho total amount required for city taxes last year was
" 81,646,000, but every body bas to pay so much moro to
. tanko it up if the assessors omit to levy taxes on 815,879,
" §40 worth of property. This sum is about one-sixth of the
total value of the assessable property in the city, and I pay
. oife-sixth more overy year than I would do if all property
“was assessed alike.  There is no sense in the rule which is
. being acted upon. The immense expenditure made every
year on city improvements, and on every thing which
3ands to swell the convenienco and the comforts of those
who dwell in Toronto, rugments the value of all property,
including that which pays nothing. It is truc that
sxempted property belongs to many different churches and
many different colleges and institutions, and thero is a sort
. ofirough * Scratch me, and I'll seratch you " aspect to it ;
. bt wmany thousands, and in fact the large majority, of
$ax-payers find no relief in this; they do not want to bo
voinpelled to contribute to the support or objects or wealth
of any of these churches or corporations or their teachings,
"bsd when they contribute, to do so voluntarily and place
théir money where thoy judge best, aud in tho mesntime
. to pay their own taxes only and let others pay theirs.
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! THE INDIAN LADIEY DURBAR.
, f The Durbar of soven hundred Indies held by Lady
| Dafferin in Calcatta, on the evo of her departure from
Inslm. was an event uniqué in the history of the East, and
ag full of present and prophetic significance. All men,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

aven tho Viceroy, were rigidly oxcluded. Aa the Liondon
Spectator observes, subservienco in India, uvon to & Viceroy
or a Viceroy’s wifo, has strict limits, and * bofore Indinn
gontlemon would have allowed their wives to risk broaking
the immutable custom of the Zenana—and thero wust
have been a risk—they must have folt some emotion ver
keenly.” That cmotion, the Spectator Lolioves, way grati-
tude for delivorance present and prospective, from a
terrible ovil.  That ovil is that the women of India ave, by
the iron hand of immemorial custom, totally cut off from
skilled medical attondance. No matter how dreadful tho
accident, how deadly the disease, or how great tho ox-
tremity, they are given over absolutely to the tonder
mercies of the most unskilled and ignorant of their sux,
Lady Dufferin bas already wrought wondexs. Aided by
hor influential position, she has **induced many Princes
nobles and rich men to help her ; raised a funid now oxcaed-
ing £70,000, started female hospitals, imported fomale
doctors from England, set up colleges whore native mid.
wifes receive a scientific training, and spread evorywhoro
the opinion that Indiun ladies have as much right as mon to
geientific treatment, and that it could be and should be
administered by trained women.” The movemont is but in
its infancy and nceds pecuniary help.  An appeal is to bo
made to England, which tho Spectator, tor reasons which
seem to us wholly unsatisfactory, refuses to support. Butin
the great ladies’ Durbar, and in the state of native opinion
and feeling which it represented, Lady Dufiorin must havo
had both the first fruits and the ample pledge of ultimato
success in her noble undertaking.

70 THIEE OLD YEAR.

Ovrp friend, the time has come to part;
And yet I cannot ive thee go.
Too swift the timoe has lled ; and lo,
I bave not fathomed what thou art !

I did not think the tears would start,
Nor ever dreamed I loved theo sol

Old friend, the.timo has come to part,
And yet I cannot let thee go !

Ono last, long kiss before they grow
Too fierce, these tuggings at my heart !
Oune kiss! Alas, too well X know,
¢ Ol friend, the time has come to part |
And yet—I cannot let thee go!
—The Critic.

“GENERAL” BOOTH'S PROPOSAL.

“ General ” Booth, of the Salvation Army, has, by
& singularly bold and comprehensive proposition, brought
to the surface in England some ef the real diflicultics
with which all attewnpts at the systematic reliof of
poverty are beset. Under his direction the Salvation
Army opened last January, near the West India Docks
in London, 2 Food and Shelter Depdt, where food is sup-
plied at the lowest possible rates, aud a night's lodging in
a clean and comfortable room given for a penny. No less
than 23,500 bedsat this price, and 470,000 meals, at prices
varying from one farthing to ono penny were supplied
during tho last nine months.  Situations were found for a
considerable number, who are now earning decent and
comiortable livelihoods. Morcover, the Army has five
Howes in London, seven in the country, and soveral
abroad, at which fallen womwen at the rate of 1,000 per
year are being rescued, seven-tenths of tkem it is said,
permanently. This work seemns to speak for itself, ~> long,
at least, ag it is carried on on the purely voluntary prin-
ciple. But the Army now proposes to extend the work on
an immense scale, by establishing no less than ten Food and
Shelter Depits, and ten Rescue Homes. In viow of this
maguificent project - General” Booth has presented a
memorial to tho Home Sccretary, asking Government aid
for the establishment, thongh not for the maintenanco of
these institntions. Fifteen thousand pounds is tho sum
needed. He would like best to have the monoy bestowed
ag o free gift.  Failing that, he would like it as a loan with.
out interest. Failing that, he would like the frco uso of
Government buildings, and tho use of Government stores
free, or at reduced prices. The Secretary has promised to
consider tho proposal, and the papers aro discussing it.
Even the Christian World scems disposed to favour it,
though it would evidently be the catrance of alwedge which
would open tho way for the virtunl State endowment of
o dozen churches instead of one. The Spectator, on tho
other hand, and with sounder logic, opposes the scheme,
basing its objection on negativo answers to threes sugges-
tive questions,—First, *Is it expedient that the thing be
done at ali 77 This question is applied only to tho Depdts,
not to the Rescuo Homes.  Second, “If it is oxpedicnt,
should it bo done by Government 2id3” Third, * Sup.
posing both these questions to bo answered affirmatively,
should Government aid be given to the Salvation Avmyt”

A BILL has been introduced into the Manx Legislature to
increase the duty on hotels and public hauses in town and
country to a uniform rate, to levy duty for each bar, ta make
no provision for dona fide travellers, and to abolish grocers’
licenscs.

Miss STIRLING still remains in the prison at Chillon,
having refused to quit it on a compromisc proposed by the
authoritics that she should desist from her propaganda for a
time. On the wall of ker room she has written : “Here
suffers her punishment Chaddie Lillias Stirling, sentenced to 8
hundred days’ imprisonment for having prayed to God with
liule children
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Beitish and jrovéign,

THe Rew, { +Mackie, of Manchester, lectured lately a
Langholm an the Covenanters.
A SPIRITED meeting has been held in Dundee in connec
tion with the Original Secession missions in India.
Tue Rev, Mr. Walker, Scottish Episcopalian, preached in
the Established Church of Thurse on a recent Sunday.
Dr A. K. H, Bovb preached at the opening of the organ
which has been placed in the Tron Church, Edinburgh,
SroTT congregation has chosen Mr. Lothian Gray,
Edinburgh, out of 143 candidates. The Jiving 1s a valuable
ane,

The Rev. A. Alexander has given notice in Dundee Pres-
bytery of an overture for unton between the Free and U. P.
Churches,

‘THE Rev. David Hunter, B.D., presided at the dinner to
which Professor;Max Muller was entertained by the Glasgow
University Club,

AT one of a number of distraint sales for tithes in Carnar-
vonshire recently the crowd flung cleds at the auctioneer and
dipped him in a mill dam. .

Morrat Total Abstinence Society has been celebrating
its jubilee. Mr. James Hamilton, who presided, is the only
original member now living.

DuNnrERMLINE U, P. Presbytery have approved by six
to four of the proposal to form church temperance societies on
the basis of total abstinence.

MR. ROBLRTSON, late of Edinburgh, conducted a service
on Sunday week in Ladhope Church, Galashiels, on the
occasion of the jubilee of the Church.

M. JouN Marsuany, of Caldergrove, has given §7,000
to the Quarrier Homes and $2,500 to various institutions in
Glasgow for the benefit of puor children.

‘Tug; Rev. Thomas Sotham, curate of St. Saviour’s, Hun-
gerford, has committed suicide by shooting himself. He was
universally respected, and leaves a widow.

A RECENT strike in Paris indicates that the workmen of the
city arc bent on getting Sunday made a legal holiday, so that
they shall not be obliged to work on that day.

THE Rev. D. Scott, of Dalziel, has obtained three months’
leave of absence from Hawmilton Presbytery to avail himself ot
an opportunity offcred him of visiting Palestine.

Mu. BRANDER, of Clarkson, being compelled to go to a
warmer climate, has asked Hamilton Presbytery to sanction
the appointment of an assistant and successor.

STENNESS parish, Orkney, has become vacant by the
resignation of Rev. Robert Burgess, who has been absent for
about a year owing to_ill-health. The stipend is $7350.

Tue Gaelic congregation in Hope Street, Glasgow, have
received an offer of $102,500 for their church, and they have
an offer of Ewing Place Congregational Church for $33,000.

THERE are seventeen ministers who have been ordained
for fifty years and upwards. Two, Dr. Snuth, of Cathcart,
and Dr. Cruickshank, of Turriff, were ordamned sixty years
ago.

PROFESSOR PALEY, grandson of the author of the Evi-
dences and himself an eminent classical editor and commen-
tator, is dead. He resided at Bournemouth and was a pervert
to Romanism.

MR. GILLESTIE, parish minister of Mouswald, who
lately visited Canada, has carried off the first and second
prizes at the Smithfield show for cheep of the Cheviot or
other mountain breeds.

THE Rev. George Bennett, late pastor of the Shrewsbury
Church, is causing some pertubation.  He has opened a hall
for services, and a considerable number of the congregation
adhere 10 his ministry.

THE memorial tablet to the late Dr. George Jefirey in Lon-
don Road Church, Glasgotw, was unveiled lately by Mr, Wil-
liam Arrol, a service being afterwards conducted in the church
by the pastor, Mr. Smith.

MR, HENRY GEORGE is expected back in Britain soon to
deliver lectures on the land question throughout the country,
the rapid spread of his views in Britain having impressed him
during his recent brief visit.

AT the last ofthe mectings held in Edinburgh by Dr. H. L.
Grattan Guinness, when he delivered a stirning address on mis-
sions, & young man made his way 1o the plattorm and offered
himself as a missionary eangincer.

Tue late Mr. James Robertson, of Lauchhope, Holytown,
has bequeathed $135,000 to various tnstitutions, of which sum
$3,000 Roes 10 the Foreign Mission and $5,000 to the Home
hfxssxon Funds of the Free Church.

THovucH Professor Salmond made his peace with the Dun-
edin Presbylery, thereis an inclinaton in some quarters to re-
open the matter in the Synod. Somc of the clders have not
yet done with * The Reign of Grace”

MR. LAMOND, of Kclton, being invited to attend a temper-
ance meetng in Kirkcudbright, replied that * he could not go
into another parish to engage in any work of that kind without
the leave of the resident panish minister.”

Tae late Mrs. Findlay, of Baillicston, Glasgow, has left

2,000 to the Home and Forcign Missions ; $300 each to

the Aged Mumsters and Zepana Funds, and $1,000 to Baillie-
ston Church, besides legacies to charities.

LorD FRASER has again been making severe remarks on
the medical and other skilled witnesses that appear in the
courts of law, Que of the doctors in a railway case he desig-
nated “ the sleutbhound of the company.”

IN the new church that is nearing completion at Oban there
is 2 chamber which could be used as an organ loft, b the
local Eapiress docs not think it likely that it will be occupicd
with the *'kist o' whistles ¥ for some time.

THE managers of St. Peter’s Episcopal Chapel, Montrose,
have been trying in the Court of Scssion 1o get rid of the in-
cumbent, Rev. T. S. Connolly, but Lord Fraser has dismissed
their action, and found them liable in expenscs, on the ground
that their proceedings had 1ot been in conforauty with the
constitution_of the chapel. The dispute avose through the
managers wishing to join the Scottish, and the incumbent the
English Church.




