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undergo a severe and afflictive trial. The
minds of the neeroes, long iagitated by
the hope of freedoin, yet constantiy ex-
posed to ail the bitterness of disappoint-
meut> appeared to require 'oniy soiiic
bmdiateiy excitiug cause to icad to the
adoption of measures for securiug thicir
own liberty ; and fiily aware, fromn vari-
ous sources of information, of ali that
%vas passing, not oniy in Jainaica, but ini
Engiand, such cause was specdily afford-
cd . The parochiai meetinigs in Jarnica.
passed severai most iil-tirned resolutions,
and appointed delegates t0 procecd ta
Engiand, in order to solicit the iaterpo-
jQition of Government iii thuir favour, and
in the event of non-compliance, to pray
to be absolvcd from. their allegiance to
the B3ritish crawa ! This proeading w;is
a deadiy bloxv to the hopes of the slave.
In coujeuction with this rneasure, a bill
%vas introduced iii the flouse of Assem-
bly in the session of IS31, providing for
the compulsary mninuxission ol' siaN es ;
that is, rcquirng the owner to suli the
slave bis freedoin wvhen the slave should
be able to purchase it ; but, notwvithstand-
ing the frequent assertions of the colo-
nists, that wvhenever they could procure
compensation, ilhuy xvould clieerfuiiy
nianunult their slaves, Do sooner xvas it
praposed ta makue this provision for the
slave to purchase lus own liberty, than
the mnsure met with the nîost dccided
opposition. The introduction of the mo-
tion tcuidcd in a high degree to encourage
the expectations of the aiegroes; but its
.xejection (for so it must bce caiied) dashied
their biopes ta tbe ground, and the cffect
inay be easily conceived. Othier causes
rnigflut be introducedl ns concurring ta pro-
dce te inte insurrection, but the limits
of thjs- statement xvili îot aiiow it, and
the foregoig- nmust be considered amiong
.the flost poiverfui and effective.

Itvas supposed by saine, that the re-
duction of the negroes' lioiidays stood
cioseiy connected i vtiî the laie disturb-
ances iii Janinica; and whate-ýcr degree
of importance înay be attachied ta this
circanistance, certain it is, that inniedi-
ateiy after Christmas tlin first indications
of insurrection wcre nianifestcd in the
panisl of St James. Tlie spirit soon
spread ho Trelaxtvniey, Hianover, West-
noreland, and par tialiy ta ailier parisues.
The inulitAry force of the coiany %vas call-
lad out; the isiand declarcd under Martial
lawv; active 'easures -idolpted ta suppness
the reheilion; and after the loss of praper-
ty and life, particulaniyofncgro life, ta a

large ainount, the authorities succeeded
in reducing the insurgents.

But this xvas too fiavourabie an oppar-
tunity for attempting ho change the insur-
rection upon the illissionaries, and to at-
tnibuhe hu their agency the disafietion of
the iiegrocs, ta be allowed ta pass. Seve-
rai of the J3aptist Missionanies were arrcst-
cd, ns welI as anc Maravian, auud tried for
thieir lives; auîd altiuough every mneans xvas
resorted ta, even tlîat of subornation of
perjuxy, in arder ha procure their convïc-
tian, yet no charge couid bu estnblislîed
against tiien, and tiîuy were haonourably
acquittcd. It ought ta be observcd hure,
that,, aithaouch tue lîighest nuthorities in
Jaînaica exprussed ilicir conv iction of the
innocence of thu WVeslcyan lUinisters and
their sacieties, yct saine ofIieir MNission-
ariesw~ere aiso nrrested, though subse-
quently discliarg-ed; and ut ineetings con-
vuned in tie difYerent panishes throughiout
the isiand, it ývas gnavciy resoivcd, thiat
the insurrection wns attributable ta tiora
in common with the other sectariaus, and
petitions prepared, praying the flouse of
Assembiy ta banish theiia aiso fioni the
caiony. Nor sliould it bu forg«,otten, that,
with the ruai causes of thiat rebuiliont be-
fore ticir eyes, nware of the legitimahe
and lionotirdblu acquittai of tue Missiuruu-
ries, and, in faut, in the absence of al
evidence, thu Comitce appointed by
the lause of Assenibly ta examine into
thu causes of tiî rebeilion, did not hezi-
tate ta attnibute it to the Misiionaries,
timus finally evincing tiieir inveterate hos-
îiiity to ail cmployed ini the work of ne-
gro instruction.

The destruction of chapel-property
spcedily foliowed. The Baptist chaipeis
on thc narth side were ail dcmniolislied, as
weil as the Wcsicyan chapel ut Falmouthi,
and four ailier chiapels iii the Et. Ann's
Circuit. A society called "lthe Colonial
Churclu Union" wvas formied consistingf af
white Protestants, .Jcws, Frenich, and,
xvitl siîamc be it spoken, supported by tue
naines of two Clergymenî, ance affthe esta-
biislied Cliurch, -and the otiier of tic
Clinreli ai Scotiand, having for its nav-
cd abject the subversion af ail Missions,
and the siicacing af ail Ministers except
those of the cstabiied ciîurclics of En-
gfl<rand and Scotland! A society vas aiso
conmmenccd iii St. Gearg,,e's for the dus-
tructionx af chapuis, and a longue -.vas ea-
tcred ita by the iow aîîd intalerant in-
habitants af Kiiigsîan, Ia deshroy ail tba
Mission eliapels in blini city. Justice re-
quires it ta bc known, that in ingston


