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undergo a severe and afllictive trial. The
minds of the negroes, long agitated by
the hope of frecedom, yet constantly ex-
posed to all the bitterness of disappoint-
ment, appeared to require only some
immediately exciting cause to lead to the
adoption of measures for securiug their
own liberty ; and fully aware, from vari-
ous sources of information, of all that
was passing, not only in Jumaica, but in
England, such cause was speedily afford-
ed. The parochial meetings in Jamaica
passed several most ill-timed resolutions,
and appointed delegates to proceed to
England, in order to solicit the interpo-
gition of Government in their favour, and
in the event of non-compliance, to pray
to be absolved from their allegiance to
the British erown ! This proceeding wis
a deadly blow to the hopes of the slave.
In conjunction with this measure, a bill
was introduced in the House of Assem-
bly in the session of 1831, providing for
the compulsory manumission of slaves ;
that is, requiring the owner to sell the
slave his freedom when the slave should
be able to purchase it ; but, notwithstand-
ing the frequent assertions of the colo-
nists, that whenever they conld procure
compensation, they would cheerfully
manumit their slaves, no sooner was it
proposed to malke this provision for the
slave to purchase his own liberty, than
the measure met with the most decided
opposition. The introduction of the mo-
tion tended in a high degrec to encourage
the expectations of the negroes; but its
rejection (for so it must be called) dashed
their hopes to the ground, and the effect
may be easily conceived. Other causes
might be introduced as concurring to pro-
duce the late insurrection, but the limits
of thjs statement will not allow it, and
the foregoing must be considered among
the inost powerful and effective.

It was supposed by some, that the re-
duction of the negroes’ holidays stood
closely connected with the late disturb-
ances in Jamaica; and whatever degree
of importance may be attached to this
circumstance, certain it is, that inmedi-
ately after Christmas the first indications
of insurrection were manifested in the
parish of St James. The spirit soon
spread to Trelawney, Hanover, West-
moreland, and partially to other parishes.
The military force of the colony was call-
<d out; the island declured under martial
Iaw; active measures adopted to suppress
the rebellion; and after the loss of proper-
ty and life, particularly of negro life, to a
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large amount, the authorities succeeded
in reducing the insurgents.

But this was too fuvourable an oppor~
tunity for attempting to charge the insur-
rection upon the Missionaries, and to at-
tribute to their agency the disaflection of
the negroes, to be allowed to pass. Seve-
ral of the Baptist Missionaries were arrest-
ed, as well as one Moravian, and tried for
their lives; and although every means was
resorted to, even that of subornation of
perjury, in order to procure their convic-
tion, yet no charge could be established
agaiast them, and they were honourably
acquitted. It ought to be observed here,
that,. although the highest authorities in
Jamaica expressed their conviction of the
innocence of the Wesleyan Ministers and
their societies, yet some of their Mission-
aries were also arrested, though subse-
guently discharged; and at meetings con-
vened in the difierent parishes throughout
the island, it tvas gravely resolved, that
the insurrection was attributable to them
in common with the other sectarians, and
petitions prepared, praying the House of
Assembly to banish them also fiom the
colony. Nor should it be forgotten, that,
with the real causes of that rebeilion be-
fore their eyes, aware of the legitimate
and honourable acquittal of the Missiona-
ries, and, in fuct, in the absence of ali
evidence, the Committee appointed by
the Ifouse of Assembly to examine into
the causes of the rebeliion, did not hesi-
tate to attribute it to the Missionaries,
thus finally evincing their inveterate hos-
tility to all employed in the work of ne-
gro instruction.

The destruction of chapel-property
speedily followed. The Baptist chapels
on the north side were all dewolished, as
well asthe Wesleyan chapel at Falmouth,
and four other chapels in the €t. Ann’s
Circuit. A society called ¢ the Colonial
Church Union’” was formed consisting of
white Protestants, Jews, Freuch, and,
with shame be it spoken, supported by the
names of two Clergymen, one of the esta-
blished Church, and the other of the
Church of Scotland, having for its avow-
ed object the subversion of all Missions,
and the silencing of all Ministers except
those of the established churches of En-
gland and Scotland! A society was also
commenced in 1. George’s for the des-
truction of chapels, and a leagne was cn-
tered into by the low and intolerant in-
habitants of  Kingston, to destroy all the
Mission chapels in that city. Justice re-
quires it to be known, that in Kingston



