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Sz,-Having rccently spent a few days in parts
of the Counties of Northunmberland, Hastings and
Prince Edward, and enjoycd the pleasuro and ad-
vantages of much personal intercourse wvith farmers
and others, 1 wish te say a fewv words more cspec-
ially with rcference to my visit to Picton, when 1
arrivcd aftcr a very pleasant sal on the picturesque
Bay of Quinte, on the morning of Dominion Day,
July, ist.

The Directors of the County Agricultural, and
the Picton Elorticultural Socicties hiad selctud the
day set apart for commemorating the formation of
the Canadian Dominion, for a display of some of the
various productions that belong to their respective
spheres. Theclay throughout was dclîglitfully fine
and pleasant, and notwvithistanding numerous attrac-
tions in other places, vast nuinbers of visitors from
different points of the bay reached Picton before
noon, and presented a scene of raucli gaiety and in-
terest. A number of popular gaines were got up,
but the principal points of attraction wvere Hortîcul-

tural Show and the Agricultural grounds.
These grounds, situate close to the toNvn, com-

prise about u dozen acres, rccuutly purcluascd on
tvery advantageous terms, coaveniently laid out,
tand already planted wvith trees, nd with a littie more
tplanting the whole will have qtuite a picturesque
and par-like appearance, commandin.g beautifuil
views of the bay and surrounding coutiry.ýj There is a
driving course of more than a third of a mile in
length for the exhibition of horses. ln the
centre of the grotunds a convenient and substantial
Exhibition Building lias been erected, tiwo stories
bigh, 75 feet in length, %'nd 50 feet in width, with
large wings, and ornamen Led %vith a spacious cupo-
la, with sides of glass, "and," to quote the words of
the Society's last report, "gabove ail rises a flac flag,
staff, from which, on any public occassion, flonts
the noble flag- of the Empire, as a reminder that
wbile absorbed la the duties and business of every'
day life, we as a Society feel proud to hold an Ex-
hibition under the protection of Englan'l's, beloved
Queen.1 Although several societies have of late
procured permanent grounds and buildings, 1 h-now
ot none for con'venience and beauty, superior to
those of Prince Edward. There were some good
saddle and matched carniage horses exhibited, and
likewise reapers and mowers from, two, or three
Canadian firms, which are now getting into more
general use. This countyhas long been celebrated
for ifs light and useful horses, but for thoroughly
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working the older and hea'vier lands, larger and
more muscular animais are beginning to be required.

The phow of the Horticultural Society was a brul-
liant succese, when the unfavorable state of the
season is considered. It wvas stated that more than
four thousand admission tickets vere sold during
the day and evening. The flowers were generally
fine and tastefully arranged, and numerous speci-.
mens of early fruits and vegetables indicated the
attention and skill displayed in their cultivation.
The Picton Society was brought into existence by
the public aid afforded by the new Agricultural
Statute, wvhicli seeks to encourage ho.ticulture as
well as agriculture, and aIso, the unechanical and
manufaeturing arts. Froni ail 13 could see on
this interesting occasion, 1 fuel, perhaadcd that
Prince Edward hias comrnenccd a new cma in the
advancement of the agricultural and hortîcultural
arts.

The taste dîsplayed in and about Picton, in the
planting of shade trocs in the streets and along the
roads is ecarly indicative of progress and comnfort.
The maple scems to thrive luxuriantly and groves
and clumps here and there gratify the eye, and af-
ford awelcome shade. Mr. Robent Wurden, a lead-
ing fariner and liorticulturist, la this part took the
initiative many years ago in tliis mode of in'.prov-
ing rural taste. Otiiers followved his examplc, and
the consequence is that artificiat. plantations are
now s0 far advanced, as whiereever they exiat,
shelter against both heat and cold is. effected, to
the agrecable and buneficial modification of local
tlirnate, and the great improvement, of rural scene-
ry 1 wns in more than one place in this neighbor-
hoo0d, which pleasingly reminded mne, in a sinal
scale, it is true, of the shrubberies and plantations
tluat give to the E nglisli landscnpe se large a share
of its charrus and beauty. Mfay sonjeeded and sa-
lutary an example become more genemally followed
in Carnda, and thus remove the objection se coin-
nio.-y urged against our residences, public build-
ings, roads, &c., a monotonous baldncss and cxpanse,
arising froni the absence of trees.

I may further remark that I sawv ia the township
of Hiallowell two of the greatest extremes ia hop
culture that cud prebably be found anywhere. In
one plantation the ground had received ne cultiva-
tion whatxver; the poles had been put up and the
vines tied to thean without any previeus pruining,
and the gnound covered with wccds froin a foot to
upwards of a yard la height. Noe wonder the plant
wbat then was of it, looked dwarfed and sickly.
The ether plantation fer deep and. clenu culture,
the entire absence of wecds, the strength and
healthy greeness of the vines indicatcd a style of
management that one would rarely se exceeded ini
the bestkeptgardens of Xentor Surrey, inEngland.
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