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THE PRACTICAL QUESTION.

ArTicLE 1.

The most advanced States of the
American Republic are far behiud Eng-
Taud in the science and practice of Agri-
culture, and taking it all in all, the Pro-
vince of Nova Scotia is far behind the
United States. The causes of this con-
dition of things are such as to reflect no
blame upon anybody; but it is well to
acknowledge it, to keep it before our eyes,
and, as regards our own Province, to de-
vise ways and means for obviating it,—
for Agriculture is a brauch of industry
which c¢very statesman in the world,
whose opinion is worth anything, ackuow-
ledges to form the necessary basis of a
country’s wealth.

Gentlemen will tell you, in the strects
of Halifax, that this is a young country,
amd that high cultivation s not to be ex-
pected, that our farmers as a class, are
poor, have not had timec yet to sur-
round themselves with the laxuries of
raral life and the wechanical refinements
of implement makers, taot. they have so
much hard work to do that th~y have no
time to think, and that we must wait till

we are as old as England, and then we
shall see what we shall see.  Now, there
is  great deal too much truth in all this,
yet there is misconception upon an essen-
tial point  The misfortune of such argu-
ments, and 2 misfortune under which our
farmers are labouring, is that this is not
# new, nor & young country, in the agri-
cultural sense of the terin Its time of
youth is past; its virgin soil and other
advantages of & young country and a new
settler are gone by; and the greatest
of all misfortunes to muny of our furmers
is that they continue the methods of make-
shift farming when no longer profit-
able or adapted to the circumstances of
themselves or their farms. They farm
badly bacause they are poor, and they
remain poor because they farm badly.
Let them arouse themselves then, or let
others arouse them, to a seunse of the true
state of affairs.  When the tadpole finds
the pools beginning to dry up, he forth-
with drops his tail and gills, and acquiring
lexs and lungs, becomes a frog and leaps
out of the water, forsaking his former
hanuts and habits and holding his head
crect s oue who has risen in the world.
So must it be, sooner or later, with overy
onc of those primitive fariners who still
adhere to the traditious of the past, who
go on clearing luud that was cleared and

exhausted fifty years ago, and throwing
amoung the little stumps some ¢grass sced,’
that they may break their backs tryin
to mow it, while their long-cleared fields,
are becoming tired of learing even a
scanty crop of weeds and brush. low
often is it asked, Why do so many of our
farmers’ boys go away? The wonder
should be, in many parts of the country,
why any of them at all remain at home.
1lard work and hard living, are not tempt-
ing to most people under any circamstan-
ces, and the grovelling occupations of
a miserable starved farm that will not
bear crops, and where the implements are
rude and want repair, present no inviting
aspeet to an ambitious young man

Once and again, when Election time
comes round, our politicians swell up
these young men with a sense of their
importance,and tell them that they are the
“bone and sinew” of the country. If
they are so, it wonld be well to keep
some of them at home, by giving them
work that will be protitable and pleasant
to themselves and beneficial to the coun-
try. ‘The means within reach for placing
our Jand and our farmers in a more
satisfuctory condition, will be discussed
in succeeding papers. In the meautime
we shall be glad to receive communica-
tious on the subject from correspoudents,



