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wo put our boys ¢a to the Iand as | two or thres times hefore venturing to

farmoers—what thon aro the chances for
thom §—1In the Dyke land districts, good
enough !—I visited Jostah Wocd’s farm
(M. P. for Wostinorlund) lately. lle
hos o lerge tract of salt marsh—this
gives him manure, with this he ruises
large breadth of turnips, those are fed
whole to the catile, tho salt hay is fed
uncut—thus the expense of attendunco
is very emall, the food eaten is easily
raised, und of smull commercial value—
the salt marsh furmshes the hay year
after without requiriug any enrichnient,
all the manure can be used for turnips
on the upland ; with such advantages
farming is casily and prohtably cunied
ont with n little grain towards spring the
cuttle will guin 200 b, each, live weight
in winter, and thus a twelve hundred
weight ox bought at $3.00 per hundred
live weight' will sell in the spring at
$6,50 per hundred :~—836—ho will sell
for 877—a very fair profit of over $40
for salt hay, turnips and o little menl
And this is only an illustration of good
business capacity taking advantage of
the chanses offered. . . . We give
our fellow Canadians of Ontario tho
credit of being the most hardheaded and
pushipg in the Dominion, and they un-
doubgedly do go-ahead. The provincial
government in 1374, established a school
of agriculture which in 1830 blossomed
out into the Ontario and Agricultural
College and Lxperimental Farm. It
will probubly astonish my hearers to be
fold that the farm without any dyked
lands, and with apparently about half its
area cither 1n stumps, and stony, or clse
covered with thistles, was bought for
875,000, and up to the end of 1880 the
total cost »f the {arm,-improved and
stocked had bren over $19%,000. The
course of instructivi afforded really goes
far to cducate a Jad. Quebec, New
Brunswick and P. E. Island, have each
established a stock farm, but I am not
aware that oxperiments are undertaken
at any of these, nor is, I believe, instruc-
tion afforded. Again I ask, ¢ What
shall I do with my son?” If I wish ¢»
make him a fammer, howis he to eamn
the principles of his professicn in Nova
Scotia. He can read, but without guid-
ance . his reading will be very desultory.
He can experiment, but more than pro-
bably he will travel over the road that
has been frequently travelled before.
Life.is very-short, 2. young-man cennot
well begin exp-rimenting on his owe
account until he is of ago; his eneryies
will weary of this, or his mind will be
ocoupied . with other matters, family,
social; pelitical . ut the age say of fifty—
henep: hig-life for this purpees cxtend
over thirty years, but it takes a full year
to test any experiment in ¢rop raising
and ¥rom -exoeptionsl conditions, it may
Lo ascessary to try the same - experiment

work it out on a large =seale.  Thirty
years, thirty oxperiments, contraeted as
I remark by possible necessury repetition

—ig it fuir to the young munu himeelt, i |

it fair to the community that he should,
howover capable, be loft to struggle
single-handed in sueh a wmatter! s it
net the duty of the whole community
to ghoulder such experiments ? and be
carcful that capable men with the neces-
sary koowledge aud of trained powers
of observation ehonld undertuke such
experimental work. The improvement
of stock is very important, but improved
stocks can bo purchased—knowledge and
experience can only he acquired in the
old-fa. hivned way, hard work. I believe
it it would pay our province well to
establish just such o school us the
Ontario college at Guelph, oven if we
spent as —uch on it—it would affoid the
most effective answer to the question,
¢ What shall we do with our ssns? Giivo
them a thorough theoretical and prac-
tical training as farmers. We should
hear less of the supposed necessity that
exists for young men to lerve our pro-
vince and go to the United States to
earn a living—they would learn that not
merely @ living, but a competence would
be comfortably earned in our own pro-

vince, an 1 that, although we grumble at_

our climate, our land will give us as
rrod returns a8 any in the known world,
and our nearness to marvket gives us
advanteges possessed b: few communi-
ties whele land is so readily obtainable
and so preductive. With half our popu-
Intion living directly by agriculture, and
furnishing cheap foed for the other half,
who can thus enter into competition
with other communities in manufacturing
industry, It sceis unreasonable that
only $12,000 should be expended by the
province on agricultural objects.  $6,000
goes as dole in aid to agricultural socie-
ties, and §4,000C to the very desirable oh-
ject of exhibitions; the control of this
expenditure cats up the rest and nothing
whatever goes either in  experimental
work or in agricultural edueation; b
jects which I should be inclined to place
before any other. I would not atteppt
to cross the Atlantic in a whalerif I
could get a passage in an Allan steawer,
but if it was of supremo importauce to
get across and I eould obtain no other
chance 1 should take the whaler. So If
we caunot get the Guelph Cellege perhaps
we can devise srme scheme thet may
come within our means, and at which
the theory coul Le taught, the mothods
recommended put iu practice and experi-
ments worked out, and the results
published for the general benefit and
instraction of the cultivators of the soil.
We have institutions of learning amongst
us, with lectare rooms and appliances—
we have professors of natural sciences

attached to these institutiong, and in
mere than onw case I beliove thore is land
attached where the pructical work mght
be carried on aud the experiments con-
ducted under proper supervision.  The
professor who undertook the  theorotienl
mstruction might reasonably receive a
supplement to his salury ~from the publie
funds i—he undertaking to conduct ex-
periments and publish the reports giving
tll detailz. The “arm superintendent
would atford the practical mstruction and
should  hkowisy receive part of his
remuneration from . ablicsources, although
his ekillful managemeut of the farm
should obtain a Jurger yield than under
ordinary management. A heavy outlay
wonhd necessanly be required at first for
niadel farm buildings, and friends of the
institution, who desire to give it a special
technical character, would probably assist
in the crection of these. I do not pro
pound this s a perfect scheme—it is
merely an expedient to stop a gap, and
meets & difticulty until some better
machinery can bo supplicd.  Undoubted!y
an indopendent organization would be
more eatisfactory, but under existing
circumstances I see no probability of
compassing it.

Tho resources of this Provinde, both
agricultural and other, are too great for
it to remain a Sleepy Hollow much
longer.  General Fielding’s highly train-
ed emigrants, and graduates from Guelph
and Colleges onganized like it, will pour
in and possess the land, and our luds,
with a fair genernl education, but no
special technical finowledge will bo at »
serious disadvantage, aud we shall see
them cruwded out of the land they have
the best right to possess. I carnestly
press on the men of Nova Scotia, espe-
cially the agriculturists, the necesaity of
standing shoulier to shoulder, and
muking th~ watter of agricultural eduea
tion and experimental farm work thetr
platform ; to my mind it dwarfs all
other questions that we have before us-
the future well being and progress of
the province depends on some action to
this cnd being taken—so that the oppoi-
tunity for practical agricultural educa-
tion will furnish the reply to the ques-
tion our fathers are mentally putting to
themselves here, as well as in old Eng-
land—¢“What shall I do with y
son.”

Herp Maxacesest.~—Mr. Housman,
in the Live Stoek Journal, has raised a
somewhat curious point. Breeders of
Hereford cattle are fur more willing to
go un wsing en old bull—-which has
proved himself a good stock-getter-~than
are Shorthorn men. This criticism seems
to us to invulve a serviceable warning.
1t is a fact that Shorthorn bulls, above 3
years old, Jo rarely make anything like
their real value ; and it is another fact



