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ence than, as amongst the three king-
doms, the Legislature grants to the pe-
culiar ideas that may happen to pre-
vail in one of those three. We have
carried it to this point, that as far as
regards the Administration, I believe
it may be said that the only officer ap-
pointed by the Colonial Secretary is
the Governor ; and I believe there
cannot be a doubt that if it were the
well-ascertained desire of the Colonies
to have the appointment of their own
Governor, the Imperial Parliament
would at once make over to them that
power.’*

The Ontario House, at an early pe-
riod of its existence, took a bold con-
stitutional stand against the legisla-
tion of the Federal Parliament. The
action was in defence of the Federal
compact, and in vindication of the
rights of the Provinces which were
consenting parties to that Instrument.

On the 23rd November, 1869, the
Honourable Edward Blake, eminent
even then, in the dawn of his political
career, for a lofty and impartial
statesmanship—proposed a series of
resolutions, condemning in the Fed-
eral Legislature, the breach of the
terms of Confederation. This breach,
in respect to Nova Scotia, ‘making
altogether an alteration in favour of
that Province of over $2,000,000, of
which Ontario pays over $1,100,000.°

The Legislature of Ontario, by an
overwhelming majority—64 to 12—

Resolved—*¢ That, in the opinion of
this House, the interests of the coun-
try require such legislation as may re-
move all colour for the assumption by
the Parliament of Canada of the power
to disturb the financial relations estab-
lished by the Union Act as between
Canada and the several Provinces.’

Here was early, energetic, and prac-
tical assertion of the rights of the
Provinces, when the Federal Parlia-
ment was threatening the Federal
Compact. Here was substantial in-
terference in Dominion Legislation ;
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THE POWERS OF CANADIAN PARLIAMENTS.

and who is bold enough to say that
this interference did not help to an-
chor the Federal ship of state, before
she began -to plunge and drift to-
wards the Lreakers of bankruptey ?

(2.) The powers and privileges de-
volving upon the Parliamentof Ontario
by ¢ An Act respecting the Legislative
Assembly,’ assented to on the 10th of
February, 1876, are at once various
and extensive.

It is not possible, in this place, to
do more than glance, briefly, at the
provisions of this Statute, which is
known as 39 Vict. cap. 9. It isto be
found at length in the Statutes of
Ontario, 1875-'76, and forms chapter
12 of the Consolidated Statutes of that
Province.

Section 1 of this Act provides that
the Legislative Assembly may, at all
times, command and compel the at-
tendance of witnesses before itself or
any of its committees. The same rule
applies to the production of papers.

Section 2 authorises the Speaker to
issue his warrant or subpeena, requir-
ing the attendance of persons, and the
productivn of papers, before the House
or any of its committees.

Section 3 enacts that no person
shall be liable, in damages, for any
act done under the authority of the
Legislative Assembly, and, within its
legal powers ; that the warranrts of the
House may command the aid of all
sheriffs, bailiffs, ete.

Section 4 assures to members free-
dom of speech and action in the As-
sembly.

Section 5 exempts members from
arrest for any debt or cause of a civil
nature, during any Session of the Leg-
islature, or during the twenty days
preceding, or the twenty days follow-
ing, such Session.

Section 6 declares that during the
periods mentioned in the preceding
section, all members of the Assembly,
all its ofticers, and all witnesses sum-
moned before it or any of its commit-
tees, shall be exempt from serving as
Jurors in any court in this Province.



