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merl of typography, but prcived a finan-
cial failure and wvas sô1% -.iinly in shieets
as waste paper, so that copies are rarely
met %vith ; and finally \Valton's London
Polyglott issued in 1657. Through the
generosity of the Rev. L. I- Jordan, the
the last of thiese is on our shelves along
ýwjth Castell's famous Hept2glott Lexi-
con which was published at the sanie
tunie and usually accomipanies it. IVal-
ton's work is a noble production in six
large folio vlumies, and is hy far the
most schiolarly and usuful publication of
this class. Niie diff,:rent languages and
severi diflerent alphabets are used iii it,
thoughi no otie book of the Bible is
printed inl so many. lI'lie variGus ver-
sio-.s are taken eithcr fromn standard
editions or gond nianuscripts wvhile the
proliegoniena and collkctions of various
readin-s 'vere the irst serious atternpt at
a scient. fic criticismi of the text. One is
not surpîised to, learn that nearly ail the
ileading scholars iii Engalind were em-
ployed on the work in onie capacity or
anadhcr. and yet it is but one of tlîeevi-
dences of the I)reeminent learning and
inteliectual vigour with which England
was blessed.in the diys of the Comimon-
wealth. II wis publibbed by subscrip-
tion under the patronage of Oliver
Cromwell who permitted the paper for
it Io be iniported free of duty. The ear-
iiest copies that ivere isc:ued contained a
gratc fui recogniii ion c>f tbis favour in the
preface. Lut IValton liad no special ad-

miration for the Protector, and as the
.Restoration took place berore the edi-'
tion was ail bound and delivered lie
canceiled -that portion of the preface,
substituting a bitter invective against
republicans wîth a fulsome eulogy of
Charles IL. which lie liad done noîhing
to deserv'e. Hience ibiere are two classes
of copies of this great ivork, known as
the republican and the royal. The for-
mer are much the rarer and commnand a
hWgher price, but the only difference is
in the preface. Our copy is beautifuily
ruled by hand with redîmies betiveen
the different versions, greatly improving
the appearance of the pige and facili-
tating the ease of refurence.

3. An interestincr work of a some-
w'hat différent characer but which may
flot iniproperly be associated with these
Pol),gêlotts is one of Bornberg's great
Rabbinical Bib!es, presented to the
library by the Rev. Aaron Matthews of
Liverpool, %vell known in Montreal-
throughi several visits paid to the city.
It: is radier a remiarka,-b!e fact that the
Hebrew text of the Old Testament
had been printed in full more than
twenty-five ycars earlier than the
Greek tcxt of the New,' the first
edition having appeared in 1488 wvhiie
a second saiv the lighlt before the close
of the century, both being intended
so!ely for tlie use of the Jews. [n the
bixteenth century the great printers of
HEebrewv Bibles were the Bonibergs of
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