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seeni Lo be sa very siinilar that we flnd. it difficuit to avoid
the conclusion that the work of? thesc refarmers must have
covered anc and the saine *period. The evils denaunced are
the saie in bath, viz. :the interinarriage with hecathien wom)eii,
the noxi-payinenit of tithes and negrleet of the Temple, and the
degteneracy of the priests. Nehiemiah, it is truc, makes mention
only af the corruption of the high priest, and that in con-
nection wvith the evil of heathen interniarriage (Chap. 13:
28, 29», but at the saine tinie the reinissness of the people in
the payment of thecir tithes which hie candeinns would seein ta
point ta a greneral negtligence an the part of the priesthood
such as weC find in Mahichi. It is truc alsa that Neheîniah
(lacs nat make specifle mention of divarce, but here a.gain his
references ta the heathen marriages no daubt presuppase thiis.
Buz apart, fromn these variations-in w'hich there is nothing,
so far as we can sec, wvhicli is contradictory-,a careful exami-
nation of the twa books reveals a rernîarkably close carres-
pondence in the condition af the people bath sacial and religri-
aus. A camparison of the follawing passages will show howv
truc this is:

Neh. xiii: 23-27 with Mal. ii: 10-16
Nehi. xiii: 10-12. with Mlal. iii: 8-10
Neh. xiii: 29 with Mal. i: 8

It seems ta us that the balance af evidence is very strongrly
in favour af the later date. We fail ta sec why the fact of the
boak beingr Deuteranomnic in its langtiage shauld necessarily
preclude the possibility of a date subsequent ta, the accept-
ance of the priests' cade. We daubot, indeed, if it can be shown
that there is no reference in the book ta this cade. Samne af
the references are at least daubtful, and even Oea. Adain
Sinith finds in the praphet's command regarding the griving af
tithes a claser agreement withi the priests' codle than with the
Deuteranarnic. Toaus the Nvhiole boak seeins ta, breathe the
atinasphiere af the newv code and ta indicate a fainiliarity with
it. Its empliasis upan purity of warship, the sanctity of tie
race, the haliness af thie ca'mmunity, seems ta rcflcct its influ-
ence. Thon, taa, its Messianic conception is pric.stly. The
aid dreani of a world,wide nionarchy lias no langer any place.
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