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PLEASANT HOURS.

Two Oents 8 Weok.

“Two cents 3 woek* the Mastor asks
From all the loving children’s hands;
Two cents a weok to tell his love
And teach his Word {n foreign lands.

“Two cents & week ” to placo ajar
The gates of mercy, high and broad,
Two conts a week to spread afar
Tho knowledge of aur risen Lord.

*Two cents a week " may send a blazo
Of Gospel light o'er India‘s plalns

Two cents a woek may frco a race
For ages bound by error’s chains,

* Two conta a week ;" from China’s shore
Wo catch the ery and hear the plea ;

‘Two cents & week a fow years more,
And struggling China shall be free.

“ Two cents a week ' may wake tho note
Of Zlon’s song in fair Japan ;

‘Two conts a week, O blessed Christ,
May tcll of all thy love to man.

WILD DUCKS,
BY ELLA RODMAN CHUKCR

To seo a waddling and swimming fow],
1iko the barnyard duck, spread & good-
‘gize¢ palr of wings and

but the mallard seems to know it, and
to remember the dreadful nolse of the
report that frightened hir 8o much ; so,
dmawing his feet under his body, he
springs upon them, opens his wings, and,
with loud * quacks ! takes himself off—
as the bird in tho picture {s dolng.

Tho blue-winged tea! and the green-
winged teal are both beautiful birds.
The latter has such soft, beautiful shaded
colouring, that it scoms to have been
1aid on with a fino brush  The bhead is
of emerald, streaked with chestnut : the
wings of the freshest grecen, and the
back I8 fincly pencllled.

These ducks are all very much sought
after for thetr tender, julcy flesh ; but
nono are quite equal to the canvas-back
4 his delightful, bor zather stupld duck
begins to arrive from the north early in
Octlober, and it always comes in great
flocks, and !s slaughtered {n countless
nuwmbers. It dearjy loves the wlild
celery, for which 1t has tn dive, as the
root—the only part ft cares for—grows
under water ; and the widgeon, another
duck that llkes celery, I8 sure to be the
companion of the canvas-back.

This widgeon has heen descrihed 23 a
* thorough rascal,” getting his living by
stealing from others, He cannot dive
as his companion can ; but he {3 guite

GOLDEN TEXT.

We ought to oboy God rather than men.
—Acts 5. 29,

OUTLINB.
1. Prisoners, v. 17, 18.
2. Preachers, v, 19-28,

3. Witnesses, v. 29-32.

Time,- Not definitely hnown, but prob-
ably between A.D, 30 and A.D. 33.

Place.~The hall of the Sanhedrin; the
prison , the temple—all {n Jerusalam.

HOME READINGS,

M. The prison opened.—Acts 6. 17-32.
Tu. Rejoicing.—Acts 6. 33-42.

. Jonah's prayer.—Jonah 2, 1.9,

Th. Fearless obedlence.—Jer. 26. 8 15.
. Suffertag for Christ.—1 Peter 3. 8-17.
S. Blegged In trial.—Luke 6, 17-23.

Su. Boldnpess for truth.~Dan, 3. 8-18.

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1, Prisoners, v, 17, 18,
\Who were put In the prison ?
Did they deserve to go there ?
What is saild in 1 Peter 4. 16 ?
Who put the apostles in prison ?
Wbat made them angry at
apostles 7

mount up fInto the alr
untjl it became a small
speck in the sky, would bo
a remarkable sight; yet
this f8 just what ({ts
cousin — the  wild-duck,
who 18 & very ‘“high
flyer "—does continually.
It can also swim and
fleat, tor, like its plalner
relative, it belongs to the
swan family, and must
therefore bd at home on
the water.

These wild ducks are
beautiful birds, and each
famlly of thew has fts own
peculiar style of dress.
Thus, the summer or wood
duck—which {s the hand-
somest of all the species
—~—appears {n the most
gorgeous colouring, with
softly-shaded tints, and it
moves So gracefully that
it seems more ke a swan
than a duck It is call~d
the summer duck, becanse
ft {8 the oniy one of its
tribe that ;s seen here dur-
ing the summer months ;
and because its eggs are
usually Ilald {n a hollow
tree or stump. it s also
called the wond duck.

The nest {8 carefully
bidden under grasses and
water ferns; and both
parents are very watchful
that no harm shall come
to the precious eggs. The
mother-bird does not seem
to know what fear is
when she is sitting on her
eggs, and a naturalist
tells a story of a pair of
sumrier ducks which had
buillt their nest in o
hollow oak overhanging a
creek. Not more than ten
feet away from them svme
workmen were buflding a
boat, and a constant nuise
gnd hammering went on
from morning till =aight.
In spite of all this con-
fusion the mother-duck
would not move from her
¢ggs, and there she stayed
until—before the little
ducklings appeared—some

——

heartless sportsman shot
them both,

The summer duck Is
known all over the coun-
try, as it usually fiies in palrs, or in
vory small flocks. When it alights it
uiters a curious, whistling sort of cry,
that sounds lke * tee eck " and can be
heard at some dictance. Strange to say,
ft prepares its food before cating it by
making a mixture of dried saafls, acorns,
and wild-oat seeds,

The mallard—although it looks more
like the common duck—Is nearly as hand-
some as the summer duck, and has a
great variety of glowing and beautiful
colours in its plumage: “The dark
-emerald of the head, the snowy-white
1ine which encizcles the neck, the brovn-
ish caimine of the chest, the gold and
blue ari crimson of the wings,-the clear,
fashing transparency ¢f the sye—are all
beautiful features.”

This duck is a strong fiyer, and very
suspiclous of any nesar approach. He
way somstimes be soen floating on s
1sko like s swan, with his beautiful,
glittering head ralsed high, and his eyes
fiashing in the sun. A long distance

off, perhinps, there {s & Ran with a gun,.

WILD DUCK.

| as fond of celery, s0 he waits patiently

untll his victim disappears in quest of |

food. “ A violent commotion now goes
on under the water. It is the struggle
of the duck with the plant. Finally, the
luckless canvas-back emerges, blinded
momentarily by tho water. The widgeon
| ‘ gibbles’ quickly forward, snatches the
morsel, and {s off ere the dupe has got
-«the water out of his eyes.” The canvas-
back does not like this, yet—except. at
feeding-time— he and the widgeon are
very good friends.

LESSON NOTES.

»
STUDIES IN THE ACTIS8 4AND EPISTLES.

A t—

LESSON VII.—FEBRUARY 14.
THE PRISON OPENED.
Acts 5. 17-32. Memory verses, 29-32,

2. Preachers, v. 19-28.
How did the apostles get out of prison?
Did the keepers know of thelr escape ?
How did this fulfll Psalo: 34. 7 ?

What three commands did the angel-

glve ?
What did the apostles do ?
What took place fn the council ?
What were the feelings of the rulers ?
Yho were brought hefore the council,
and how ?
Why were they brought so carefully ?
What did the high priesc say to them ?
To what “ nameo” did he refer ?

3. Witnesses, v. 29-32,

‘What did Peter answer in the“Solden-

Text ?
How did he proclaim Jesus to them ?

What did h2 say that Jesus will give 2.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where in this lesson do we find—
1. How God takes care of his people ?
2. Whom we ought to obey ?

3. What Christ gives to men?

STRAIGHTENING A CHIMNEY
STAOK,

Tho stralghtening of a chimney stack
at a brick and tile works in Earnest, Pa.,
was recently accomplished i a novel
manner. Tho stack 1s 122 fest high, 11
feot square at the base, tepering some-
what at the top, and welghs 400 icns,
Tho walls are 86 inches thick. The top
was found to be leaning 46 inches from
the vertlcal line. To right the chim-
ney, ten and a half inches of brick work
was removed from the foundations on
threo sldes, As tho bricks were re-
moved, square blocks of wood were In-
serted, one after another, until three
sldes of the structure rested on the
blocks. Between the blocks substantial
brick plers six inches high were bullt,
leaving a space of four and a half inchem
between tho top of the plers and the bot~
tom of the undormined brickwork. The
blocks were then sot on fire and kept
burning avenly. 1If one burped faster
than the others, the fire on that par-
ticular block was checked, so that all
were made to bura uniformly. and, as
the blocks were reduced to ashes, the
stack slowly righted. As the top
gradually swung back through the
45-inch are, small fissures appeared near
the base. In every groove a steel wedge
was driven (o maintain” the welght of
the walls. The entire work consumed
one day, and the reduction of the wooden
blocks to ashes required one hour.—The
Electrical Review,

NEW CANADIAN EDITION.

Valeria

The Martyr of the Uatacombs,
A Tale of Early Ohristian Life in Rome,

By REV. W. H. WITHROW, D.D.

Price, 75 cents.

L d

The success of this hook is indicated by the fact thata
dgh wcémlnu «! three thousand coples has just been
printed, |

it descrilies-the fmprisanment and martyrdom of 8t.
Paul, and the jugan legends and traditiont about the
areat apotile and the first Chirisuane, Ty will thus be ot
much interext tn connection with the Sunday-achool les-
wua on the life of 51, Paul for 18v5.

. By Nerthern Lakes

Reminiscences of Life in Ontario
Mission Fields.

By REV. W, W. WALKER.
luthor of ** An Htinerant in the British Islea”
} Cloth, illustrated - - $r1.00:

! You may have summered in-Muskoks,
or perhaps have a friend who hses put in
a holiday there. Here, then; I8 _sug-
gested a little holiday giff that is sure
to be appreclated and read with pieasure.
The author gives us a most interesting
paryative of his experiences In these
northern districts. The odd characters
met within the back settlements, and
camp-meetings and revivals, and the
hunters’ storles, as well as the hunting
explolts of our preacher, himself an ex-
pert deer-slayer, all combine to make
capital reading. It will make a nice
prize book for our schools.

{he Wardes of the Plains

and Other Stories. )
By JOHN MACLEAN, M.A, Ph.D,
Ulustrated by
J. E. LAUGHLIN,
Price, $1.25,

“In these pages. Di. Maclaren bhas
gathered A number of stories and
sketches f{llustrating the strange life of
{our great Northwest. The contact “be-
tween savagery and civilization on -the.
frontier has developed some remarkable
soctal conditions. Oxford Unlversity
men, flerce desperadoes, zealous mission-
aries, Indian braves, and ‘adventurous
spirits from'east'and west figure in these
pages In~strong, dramatic sketches. Dr.
Maclean. has rendered a distinet service
to Canddian literature by photographing
in this series of pictures a type of Cana-
dian life which is fast passing away»—
W. H. Withrow, D.D., FR.S.C. )

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book:acd. Pablishing Houss,, Toronta.
W, OUTES, Ruafreal. .7 Rowths, Riifag: - .
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