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men, including two Majors, three Captains,
and two Licutenants (of militia not added.)
One circumstance, connected with thig affair,
will placeitin its proper light.  Major McDon-
neli of the Glengarry fencibles was despatched
with a flag of truce to remonstrate with the
American commander about *the depreda-

tions committed by the parties under his,

command.” 'This remonstrance, James adds,
was met with “insolence, taunts and boast-
ings ™ and a challenge to the British officers to
meet the Americans on the ice. This chal-
lenge could not then be cowmplied with, as Sir
(icorge Prevost declined to sanction the pro-
ceedings, assigning as his reason, that he
did not wish, by any offensive acis of the sort,
to keep alive a spirit of hostility.”

This predatory attack was, however, erc
long, punishied by the attack on Ogdensburgh,
which was made on the 22nd, under the com-
rand of Major McDonnell, and resulted in the
capture of & quantity of ordnance, marine and
commercial stores, together with four officers
and seventy privates. Two barracks,two armed
schooners, and two gun boats were also
destroyed.  Phis attack was made under a
heary fire from the American batteries, at
the cost of eight killed and fifiy-two wounded.

Major McDonnell’s dispatch* clearly shows

the actual strength of the party under his com-
mand, yet, Mr. Thomson, in his sketches of
the war, does not scruple to fix the British
force at two columns “of six hundred men
each,” and to represent (without condescending
to particulars) Forsythe's party as very inferior
in point of nunbers, omitting any mention
of the prisoners, guns, stores and, destruction
of barracks. We must here correct James,
who says, ¢ still the total silence of all the other
American historians entitles Mr. Thomson to
some credit for the account he has given of
the attack on Ogdensburg.” We deny that
Mr, Thomson is entitled to any credit, even
on this score, as General Armstrong in his
notices has “ the British commander retaliated,
(for the Flizabeth affuir,) by a visit on the
22ud to Ogdensburg, drove Forsythe out of
the place, killing and wounding about twenty
of his men, and capturing a quantity of pro-
visions and stores, with six picces of artillery.™
We doubt further whether Mr. Thomson would
have alluded to the affair atall, had it not
been so direct a sequence to the attack on
Elizabethtown, to which he has attached so
much importance. We may,perhaps,be unjust
in denying even this credit to Mr. Thomson,but
his whole work proves that, wherever he
cauid, he has never hesitated to double the

* From Major Macdonnell, to Sir G. Prevost.
Prescott, February 23, 1513.

Sir,—1I have the honour to acquaint you, for
the information of his exccllency the comander
of the forces, that, inconsequence ofthe commands
of his excellency to retaliate, under favorable cir-
cumstances, upon the cnemy, for bis late wanton
aggressions on this frontier, I this moraing, about
7 o'clock, crossed the river St. Lawrence upon
the ice, and attacked and carried, after a little
raore than an hour's action, his position in and
near the opposite town of Ogdeusburg, taking
eleven picces of cannon, and all his orduance,
marine, commissariat, and quarter-master-gcneral’s
stores, four officers and 70 prisoners, and buraing
two armed schooners, and two large gun-boats,
aud both his barracks.

My force consisted of about 480 regulars and
militis, and was divided into two columns: the
tight commanded by Captain Jeukins, of the Glen-
gary light infantry fencibles, was composed of his
own flank company, and about 70 militia; aud,
from the state of the ice, aud the enemy’sposition
in the old French fort, was divected to check his
left, and interrupt his retreat, whilst I moved on
with the left column, consisting of 120 of the king's
regiment, 40 of the royal Newfoundland corps
and about 200 militia, towards his position in the
town, where he had posted his heavy field artillery.

The depth of the sudw in some degree retarded
the advance of both columus, and exposed them,
particularly the right, to 2 heavy cross fire from
the batteries of the encmy, for a longer period
than I had expected ; but pushing on rapidly after
the batteries beganto open upon us, theleft columa
soon gained the right bank of theriver, underthe
direct fire of his artillery and line of musketry,
posted on an eminence near the shore; moving
on rapidly my advance, consisting of the royal
Newfoundland and some select miiitia, I turned
his right with the detachment of the king's regi-
ment, and after a few discharges from his artillery,
took them with the bayonet, and drove his infantry
through the town ; some escaping across the Black
river into the fort, but the majority fled to the
woods, orsought refuge in the houses, from whence
they kept such a galling fire, thatit wasnecessary
to disledge them with our field-pieces, which now
came up from the bank of the river, where they
had stuck, on lauding, in the deep suow.

Having gained the high ground on the brink of
the Black river, opposite the fort, I prepared to
carry it by storm ; but the men heing quite exhaus-
ted, I procured time for them to recover breath,
by sending in a summons, requiring an uncondi-
tiopal surrender, During these transactions, Cap-
tain Jenkins had gallantly led on his column, and
bad becn exposed to a hez-; fGre of seven gums,



