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A BAPTISMAL FONT WITH A
HISTORY.

Of all the baptismal fonts to be found
in the beautiful churches and cathedrals
of the world, none hag such a strange his-
tory as that of the stone font in tllc great
chureh at Bau, in the Fiji Islands, It is
but fifty years last October since the first
missionaries -r'nnc(l an entrance to the
islands of the Fi ijian group.
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which once seemed harder than rock. Yet
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it is said that to-day there ave not a score
¢ of heathen in all Fiji.—Mission Dayspring.
“GOD SAYS \VF MUSTN'T."

As a mother sat reading to her three
children, she came to a stmy of 4 naughvy
boy, who had stolen apples and pears from
an orchard near his father's cottage. After
reading part of the story, .u.cmdnw to the

- usual pr.u,tlce she made a pause to put o

At that time there was nowhere on
carth a morve savage, bratal people. The |

stovies of their eruelty are too shocking to
print, but this story must be told in order
to show what a wonderful change the
gospel has wrought. In front of the largest

heathen temple at Bau was a4 great stone |

. not to do as this nau«'ht_} boy did ¢

which stood upright in the ground, having
aspecidname, Fatundbololu, TheFijians

bemg cannibals, were accustomed,

when- |

ever they entered a battle, to capture and |

kill as many of the enemy as possible that
they might have their bodies toeat.  They
dt-v"'ul the corpses to the temple, and as
im nnum" to their gods they beat the

heads  of tlm dc.ul un,n upan this stone

Vatuninbokola, in honor of these savage |

divinities. .-\ftur this the bodies were
placed in the ovens and the savage chiefs
and warriors sat down to their cannibal
feast.
duced all this was changed.  Though vie-
upon this stone, for thirty years, lt is said,
no stain of human blood  has touched it.

. reason that can be given.

But when Christianity was intro- |«

The winds have blown over it and the rains l

have washed it yearafter year, and recent-
Iy the people, with the consent of the

du(,fs, tuok up this great stone and carried |

it mto the great x,lnm.h

which has been

bult at B‘lu, a place was hollowed in the |
, wasn't, for pwplt, dun't have totry to cry;

top, and now it 1s used as @ baptismal font,

The first cnld baptized in it was the’
, asked him if he thought he was crying,
“and he said, ““Yes, but T can’t make any
ubjeet on which so mueh human blood has | tears come on my face.”

been spilt, and before which such cruelties I
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daughter of an English missionary.
must make one shudder to come near

hiave been practised.  The change which

has been made i this stone is a fitting , a

cinblem of the changes which have t: ahen
Pace in the hearts of the people of Fiji, '

few questlons

* William, " she asked, *‘ why ought we
W hy
ought we not to steal apples and pears{”

SOh! " replied W 111hun, ** because they
do not belong to us.

* and what do you say. Robert 2™

** Isay, because if they canght us they
would be sure to send us to prison,”

** And now, Mary, it is your turn to give
areason.  Say, dear, why ought we not to
steal apples ov pears, or anything else /™

** Because,” said little Mary, looking
meekly up at her mother, ** becavse od
says we mustacr”

** Right, my love,” said her mother ;
** that is the true reason, and the Dest
What God com-
mands we are bound to do, and what He
forbids us we are bound to leave undone.
Thou shalt not steal * ave His own words.

. If ever you are asked by any one why you
tims without munber had been s].uwhtuul

should not do what is wrong, let your
answer be the siune as the one you have
given me—*Because Gob Says Wg
MusrNr.””

A little boy had « habit, when anything
went wrong with him, to wrinkle up his
face and make a most dismal howling. I
suppuse lie thought it was erying, hut it

it just comes of itself.  One day sume one

That is because there was no need of
tears. They know when they ave needed,
and 2lways cume in time and without try-
ing. 1f there ave nu tears, there is noth-
ing tu ery about, you may be sure.



