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tiie over books, and sit at the foot of the learned, but of thiose
whio long sincc went, forth and threwv thcmiselves into the battie
of life, into the practical -every day wvorkç of the king'domn of
God. \Vo have not deserted the wvorld of books and of leaàrning;
in cvery spare hour %vo turn to a good book, but the rnajority
of the. books wve study are living, breathing men. We have
found that life Is a wonderful schlool. Collogc degreos and
hionors wc do not despise, we rejoice withi the young, men who
wiln uhfem. But Nve soon learneîl that "m-ieni of privilç,ge without
power are wvaste mnaterial," and that almnost the only degree
worth having is that whlich a man wvins in the estimation of
God and of rnti becaiise lie is true, and oarnest, and bears bur-
dons, and rendors service, and puts someothingy of faith and
courage, something of his own Cliristlike mnanhood into those
about hirin. We corne back hiere wvith a very humble estimate
of our learnino; we do not krnow so muchi as we knew, or
thloughit we knew, tho day we received our bachielor's degree;
we are willinc to be corrected even by an (,..dergradtiate. And
yet it inay be thiat lifc's school lias taughit us sornethiug, and
that ti ý report we bring, imay hiave soine truc note in it.

WVe cannot take an outlook upon the presont without a
glance at the past. The thoughit and miovements of the world
are not arbitrary. Life is a constant unfolding. To-day is the
child of yosterday and the parent of to-mnorrow. rie ycar.q and
the decades are like links in a chain, eachi is joined to those thiat
g-3 bofore it, and to those tha«,t corne aftcr it. Lixactly twenty-
five years ago somoe of us wvere students in Toronto University.
Within thiat tiine there have boon tliree important mnoveinents
of thoughit whichi have doeply concernod the Chiristian Ohurch,
and probably not one of us lias remained wholly unaffected by
theîn. One of these mnoveinents hiad to do with a speciffie doc-
trine of the Chiurcli: it soon camie to an end and is almost
forgotten now, but unquostionably it left its influence. The
other two are very wide-sweeping in their reach, and, at firat
glantice, seeined to threaten the very foundations of faith. I
refer to the Theory of Evolution iii iLs materialistic forin; to
the doctrine of Future Punisinenit; and to the question of
the Higher Criticisin of the Bible.
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