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NEW YORK NOTES.

Much regret is expressed by collectors
and dealers here that the Daily Stamp
Item has ceased publication. Although

‘issued Jnaionly in the interests of tho
Mekeels, it contained the latest news,
and was quite an addition to the break-
fast table. Butl the time Las not yet
come when adaily will pay for itself,
Even the American Wheelman pub-
lished every morming, has not proved &

financial auccess as yet.
A bill has just been passed by the U.

S. Government authorizing the use of
private postal eards, the cards to be no
Jarger than the official ones, and to be
carried by aflixinga one cent Sstamp.
The bill takes effcet July 1.t 1897,

It is reported here that E T, Parker,
the well known Bethlchem dealer, will
ehort.y publish a philatelic paper, with
a prominent P.S. of A. member as
editor,

The American Philatelic Association
are having rather hard luck at present.
About 60 members have resigned since
November ist, presumably owing tothe
ducs haviog been increased to$180 a

year,

Another Lill has been passed by the
Government by which senders of regis-
tered letters may beidemnifiedin asum
oot cxceeding ten dullars in any one
case, for lass of the letter in tho mail,
a2 be paid out of the pastal revenuces.

H. C. Champ a former Toronto col-
lector antd once a2 member of the To-
runto Philstelic Club is residing bere.

SwEYN.

OTTAWA NOTES.

The last quarterly supplement to the
Canadian Official Pastal Guidecontains
the following intcresting notes »—
Several cades have come under the no.
tice of the departinent lately in which
nowapapcers passing free by past tosub-
seribers, have cantained hand-billscon-
wary to regulations. In somme cases
these hand-bills have been desigaated
as “supplement though as coquiry
shownd they were sent. out colirely ia
thic interest of the Unsiness advertised.
Papers containing such unauthorized
caclasures becomie liablo to the thind
class matter rate of 1 conl per 4 oz,

Postmasters are requested to examine
from time to time the papers posted
free at their offices with a view to de-
tecting and reporting such irregulari-
ties. No paper with an unauthorized
enclosure should be allowed to go for-
ward. Any postmaster receiving pa-
pers with such enclosures should at
once forward them to the department
with a report.

Certain  postmasters have reported
that newspapers countinue to come free
of postage to persons who refuse them
and who declare that they are not sub-
scribers, It is proper, therefore, to
mention that for purposes of free pos-
tage no person is to be considered as a2
subscriber. who declares thatthe period
for which he subscribed to a given pa-
per has expir~d, thathe has paid for
that period, and that he refuses to re-
ceive the paper or other publication
any longer. 1f the names of such ver-
sons arc sent to the department the
office of origin will be instructed not
to forward the paper to their address
{ree.

Order lists sach as arc used by mer-
chants, secdnmicn, etc,, when sent
separately, arc liable to a postage rats
of onc cent per two ouaces as printed
forms, but they may be encloszd in
printed trade catalogues passiog at tho
rate of onc cent per four ounces, with-
out giving rise to a higher rate of
postage.

In sectior 5, under the hicad of Regis-
teation, page XX of tha Postal Guide,
it is stated that * Registercd corre-
spondence addressed to adeceased per-
son may be delivered to the legal te-
presentative of the deceased.” An ex-
ception is, nowever, to e madc to this
rule in the case of lctiers' from the
Office of the District Pavmaster of
Briiish North Amcrica at Halifax, ad-
dressed to no Imperial Army Pensioner
or Reservist, Such letters are not to
be delivercd to any party whatsocver
claiming them ou bekalf of a deccased
Pensioner or Reservist—but are to by
sent ta the Dead Letter Qffics for re-
Yurn to the District Paymaster,

The department finds that under the
guiscof * ormameatal printing,” certrin
husiness firms have intraduced words
wxod designs into tho printing of the

address gide of private post cards,
which virtually serve the purpuse of
advertisements, It should be clearly
understood that thisis not permitted.
The department has bLeen obliged in
several cases to  prohibit the use of
cards open to this objection.
Postmasters are again reminded that
they cannot exercise too much caution
in re-directing (i.e.. in changing the ad-
dress of) letters that have come to
their oftives for delivery : inasmuch a8,
if any loss occurs through au errone-
ous or unanecessary re-direction, it wiil
fall on the postmaster who took upon
bimself the responsibility for doing
that for which he had no authority.
If a letter has come to a certain office,
being plainly addressed thereto. the
proper province being also specitied in
the address, then nothing short of an
order from the addressee, or the pos-
session of positive and certain informa-
tion that the letter was intended for
another office, can justify a postmas-
terinre-directing it.  See Posial Guide
page xxv,, sec. 15, second paragraph.
Parcels up to seven poutds in weight
may aow ts sentvia England to the
following placesin Venczucla : Caracas,
Carupano, Cindad, Bolivar, Cumana,
La Givara, La Nela de Caro, Maracaibo,
Puerts Cabaclo. The mtes are: 11b.,
98c; 21bs., $1.06, Sibs,, $1.14; 4 1bs,,
$1.82, 51bs,, $140; 61bs,, $1.48; 71bs,

$156.
MicaBOW.

THE ISSUING OF STAMPS.

Most stamp collectors scem to havo
no knowledge of the reason for certain
stamps having been issued, which
should be one of the special studies of
collecting. Of courso every stamp was
issued for a purpose, but some varicties
wmay call for special mention. Canada
has produced several oddities of this
kind, notable among which are the 2
cents issued in 186, also tho same
denomination of New Brunswick, 1661,
and Nova Scotia, 1852, all of which
were struck of to prepay soldiers
letters to Great Britain (who had been
sent to Canada in 1862, on the oceasion
of the Slidell Mason affair.) Another
Canadian stamp was tho 12 pence,
black, which, as most collectors know



