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watcr springing Up to siake the tlîirst of hie
cattie. The student wlio will not dig, needs
not hope to make bis own the rich treasures
which lie hidden beneath the surface of the,
best booke. Unless Sabbath Sehool teachers
and schelars are ready to dig, they will not
flnd the Lest things in the Bible. We do

,zxýot get much that ie worth baving, and we
Luever get the thing8 niost worth having,
without bard work. It is a great rnisfortuiie
nw, to be able Vo dig. In the case of this
steward it led Vo dishonest.y.

I amn resolved whai to do, v. 4. This man
acted prouiptly. There -\as no dilly-dally-
ing in providing for his future interests. Rc
Iiad prac tically been dismissed and was now
Ciworking hie warning; " and bie macle the
best use of bis opportunities. Rie did not
allow Ilthe native hue of resolution " Vo bc-
corne Ilsicklied o'er with the pale cast of
thought. " Our success in the affaire of this
life will oftcn. depend on our acting with ]ike
promntiess.
"IThere is a tide in the affaire of men,
'Whicb, taken at the flood, Ieads on to for-

,tune ;
Omittedl, ail the voyage of their lives
le bound in shallows and in miseries."1

Stili more important is proilptness in ac-
cepting the invitation of the gospel. Thiere
je only one opportunity of obtaining salva-
tion wvhich ie really outrs and that is tixe
present opportunity. ARl past opportunities
are gone forever and future opportunities
bave not yet corne. The present alone ls
ours. LUt us promptly avail ourselves of
the opportunity it brings.

.And ld.s lord cornrendcd the vizuet «teward,
beca use 1w had done wi.sely; for the cidren of
this world arc in tlicir generation wiser Mhan ilw
cidi of ligla, v. S. Having resolved upon
bis end, thc discredited steward employed
the Lest ineans for reacbing that end. It is
truc that these menus were disbionest, but
they were adîniribly adapted Vo is purpose:
Ile mande it wvorth the while of bis employer's
debtt>rs Vo assist isei. Iîle laid thein under
obliga tion. to give hirn sonuething as hush
xnoney Vo cover up the dishIoniest transaction
fromn wliich they, as well as hie, received

benefit. And it is not because of bis diu-
dislionesty but on account of hie practical
wisdomn that the steward is beld up as an
exainplc Vo the cbildren of light. They
ouglit Vo show the saine wisdom, in using the
Lest mens to further their spiritual growtx
which bie displaycd i11 advancing hie worldly
interests. If we Lelieve that the services of
<Sod's bouse, the choice of good corapanions,
the reading of good books, the selection of a
worthy partner in trade, ivill lxelp us spiritu-
ally, wc cannot, afford Vo Le carcless about
these thizîge.

And 1 say unio yiou, make to, yourselves friends
by meane of the mamrnon of unrgldou.-nms;
thet when il shalifail, thcy mnay receive you lie
17w etrnal labernacles, v. 9 - (Rev. Ver.).
Moncy lias been deflaed as IIsornething
which 'wilI purchase for us everything
cxept bappiness, and take us everyiwbcre
cxcepttolbeaven." It is truc that we cannot
carry money, as sucb, with us into the other
world. A Spanish proverb expresses this
truth 'with grimn realism by sayling- "IA
shroiud bas ne pockets."1 But while mnoncy
cannot purebase for us an entrance into
heaven, tho way in which wc use nioney
wviIl bave its effect upon our reception and
condition in heaveîî. Truc, it is only Ly
the unmneiited grace and favor of God tixat
we shall beadinitted witbin beaven's portaIs.
Wc cannot Luy our way in; but, as our
L1ord reveals in bis picture of the last judg-
mient (Matt. 25), our use of present oppor-
tunities and possessions plays its part in the
final awards.

Hie that i., failtful in that which is Ieasti8
faithful akin la nlt; and lie Mhai e unjtut ln
thec 4aet i3 itijueqt also in much, v. 10. It
muet flot Le iînagined that the ]esson of
wisdom. iii the use of money is intended
only for those who have a groat den] of it.
The riglit use of a littîe, if we have onya.
littie, will conxt for as snuch laln ve
if we bad a larger amnount. «We shall be
held aceountable fo~r w*hat wc bave and flot
for wlat 'we lack.

Our Lord here Inys down a principle
wbicx it is speeially important that the
young people sbould take to heart. Faith-
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