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To Marybourgh Missionary . w£26 0 0
¢ Garden Cottngo 8ohooliuvicarieiees 7 10 0
¢ Bunday School books and papers.. 8 0 0
¢« Joxton, for attendnncteeeviseesens.e 0 10 0
Prayor Books, Testnments, &¢ veeeree 7 1 6

£61 17 9

From IHillier, Marysburgh, Sophiasburgh, no

roport.
T. FOSTER,
See. pro. tem,

AN ESSAY ON PAROCHIAL VISITING.

Read before the Home District Clerical Association,
March 10th, 1861, by the Rev. W. S. Durling,
asnistant Minister of the Holy Trinity Church,
Toronto, and published by reguest.

No carncst minded parish priest can fail to bo
deeply alivo.to tho great necessity and importance
of tho rogular and systematic visitation of his
parishioners. Apart from all considerations of
profit to himself anl tho flock over which the
Holy Ghost has made biw overscer, hio i bound
to fulfil this part of his duty, 1f ho would decliver
his own soul from blood guiltivess, and if he
would be instrumental in delivering the souls of
others from the power and penalty of sin. It
may bo snfely said that no clergyman, however
ablo and cxemplary his other ministrations, ever
-oxerted that influenco for good over his flock, to
which he might legitimately havo laid claim, who
habitually fails to dischargo this part of his duty.
And whilo as an individual Lo thus looses power
over the individual members of bhis flock, the
ohurch at large, through tho snme fault, suffers
both in the estimation of her own children and in
the opinions of thoso who are without.

Daties of great importance and necessity how-
ever, aro_commonly duties of considerable .diffi-
culty, and that of pastoral visitation forms no
exception to this rule. It iay bo asserted with
somo confidence that it is au almost instinctive
féeling of tho difficuity of its proper and efficient
discharge, that deters some of tho clergy from
devoting themselves to this department of their
work with the zeal which they display in others.

Its dificulty arises from o great varicty of
énuses—but at present wo will advert to two only,
the first of which spriogs from ourselves, the
other arises from those to whom wo aro called to
ministor.

As regards ourselves, wo are tempted to shrink
from the fulfilment of this duty by the facling
that, in prospect at least, it is for the most part
very irksomo, and this feeling of repugnanco is
of course strongor in somo minds thsn athers, in
consequence of peculiarities of individual tem-

erament.

The fastidions man feels. himself repelled by
courso manners, and if his lot is ¢ast in a town
or oity ho will. at- times find" it nocessary to put
force upon himself, before ho can face the filth
and squalor and degzadation which not uunfre-

nquontly matks tho dwollidgs of the poor and
, vicious who speoially nocd his ministeations.

Tho young man whohappens to possess a shy
yor timid manner will bo sonsiblo of a. great and
i almost paioful offort before ho can bring himself
;i to calt upon thoso to whom porhaps he is an utter
, stranger, and to admonish those who it may be
I. aro fur his seniors in age.

l Tho carnest hearted and devout will be tempted
i to despair whon, on reviowing tho conversation
y which has taken place- botween himself and his
p parishioner, ho sces how then he failed in the
moral courage which was necessary to make somo
home thrust, and horo how ho allowed his most
direct appeal to bo parried by somo conventional
y phirascology, or somo miserablo common-place.
i . Tho great bulk of tho clergy feel that to spend
day aftor day in constant intercourse with those

i Who in education, feelings and social position, are, ; earncstness, aund ability altogother to avoid.
, 08 the great mass of their parishioners must ale | assumo an unroal and professional sort of gravity

ways be, iuferior in thosa respects to themselves;
yto labour in the proof of what is sclf-cvident,
. uften vithout suceess, to endeavour with tho like
!

are o8 proposterous as they are mischievous—to
meet with indifferenco which we' are unablo to
overcorae—with hardness which we arc powerless
to soften—with ignorance increased in a triple
panoply of presumption—to labour on among.
thoso with whom wo seem to have nothing in
common, and to labour oa with littlo apparentro-
sult, this is no small trial to our poor fecblo faith,
j and many who have begun this importent part of
y their work zealously and diligentiy, have allowed
such discouragemonts as havo been alluded to so
to cast thom down that they have becomo woary
oflw'lmt appeared to them go barren of good re-
sults,

arising from our lock havo been.also indicated,
this with yet greater brevity, Thoy may, not-
withstanding the vast variety of their aspects, be
summed up in this general assertion, that there
is to bo obscrved among all olasses an almost un-
conscious dread of our coming, as it were to too
close quarters with them on thoso matters which
influence their own spiritual state—an adroitness
in turning asido tho point of any observation
which may seomt to have any direot application
to their own individual cases; and a resolution
in all our intercourso with them to keep on the
safe ground of tho mercst generalitios. Before
leaving this part of the subject it may, for tho
sako of connexion bo obsorved, that we are our-
sclves almost as apt to shrink from oloser and
desper communion on these points as our par-
ishioners, and that the want of it is often as
deeply felt and deplored by them as by us.  As
wo are referring at present only to tho difficulties
of this portion of our office, any suggestion by,
which they may be overcome must bo postponed.

But besido tho difficultics whiocl encompass the
fulfilment of this duty, there are also great
dangers against which we riust ever:bo'on our
guard.  Dangers of which 'we- must all to a
greater or less degreo be sensible, and:which
threaton both our own solils, and the &sbduls of
thoso committed to our care.

Every parish must havo felt how much greater
the difliculties are- of ministering dircetly to the,
upper class of our parishioners, than to those of
.o moro humblo station, and in no department of
duty aro theso difficaltics more maaifest thaa in
purochial ministrztion. “There is a sort of con-
ventional restraint which embarrasses such.per-
sonswhea topics of a grave nature ard introduced.
which often Jeads to 50 great a feeling of discom-
Togt, on both sides as to prove a constant and too
frequently successful temptation to slip into'the

)

common place subjeots of ordinary convorsation,
and wo leave the houso with the un-utisfae t'or‘x
conviction that instead’of havipg paid n visit, wo
bave morely made “a call” It is not said-that
3uch oalls aro not of use, or that even if wo fail
in boing ablo to turn thom to boetter nccount, wo
should thereforo negloct them—nothing should
bo omitted by us which may tend to cultivate a
kind and friendly feeling between ourselves and
all tho members of our flock, and wo must not
consider oursclves exonerated from tho obligation
to attend to tho proper attentions and conven-
tionnlitics of society. It is mercly suggosted-
that the tomptation to bo satisfied with making

mero ‘‘calls’ upon tho highor class of our par-

resull to dirabuse their minds of errors, whichi

In thus brictly hiutiug at a fow of thoe difficulties
of thig work arising from ourselves, some of those , tho attempt to steer this middle colirse must be

ishioners, is a great danger to. which we are
cxpused, and which every consciontious clergyman
has folt—a danger which it requires unusuattact,
To

—to foel oursolves bound to.adopt a stiff and un-

,n,atuml mann2r is a mistake &0 great a3 to bo
!

seldom fallen into, uuless by young micn who

,unito great conscientiéusncss, and o deép sonsé

of tho responsibility of their offico with inex-
perionco nud iguorance of mankind—to drag:in.
the subject of religion upon all occasions,:is .59
offensive and indeed so irroverent that it has even
been productive of more harm than good. But
in avoiding ono crror wo aré bound to be very
watchful against the great danger of falling into
tho opposito mistake; inavoiding assumed gravity
wo must in our earlicr days éspeoially be watch-
fal aganst yielding to our natural levity, and in
guarding against our unwise introduction of* the
subject of ‘religion, we must be carcful lest wo
fallinto tho equally great error of leaving it out
altogether.

Every one however who ‘feels bound to make

ready to acknowledge how much moro easy it is
to]point the way to others than to follow it him-
sclf. .

Tho suggestion of Professor Blunt in his very
valuable book, ‘¢ Tho Dutics of the Parish Priest,”
that with the class of our parishioners alluded to,
our conversation on ordinary occasions should
be ccclesigstical rather than religious, appeats
the most judicious course that can bo adopted,
and the experience of the writer convinces him,
that it is in attempting to foliow out that sug-
gestion . that the best and most frequent oppor-
tunities occur for adverting briefly but naturally
to those deeper and more directly spiritual topics
to which wo should ever be anxicus to refer, re<
membering that the nature of the work we are
called upon to do iy nothing less than to ¢ win
souls to Christ.” }

In visiting our parishionera of the humble class
we aro at oace set freo from the difficultics whick
cucompass our pastoral intercourse with those
just alluded to, but wo meet with others hardly
less formidable in tho danger to which they
¢xposo both the shopherd and the sheep. As
this, however, is » puper read befdre those whé
haviog been for the most part for years in orders,
and not & treatige intended for the instruction of
thosé about to enter upon the work, .there
is no necessity as thero'is no space to enter upon
any detailed description of them. It mhy siffich
. give cxpression’to whit wo all Kave felt that
much of thé unprofitabléhéss of qur religious iff.
torcouise with this portion of our fldck is o

attribated o ol want. of sowie defaite of Ject in
bur visits, ‘We are too apt to * drop in ' upbs.e

‘parishioner of this cluss, withigat thinking of sny
‘special topié ‘of roligious faith of duty to beurged
apon hid atteition, and tlistofore, after the or‘d?':z
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bary ghliitations and ¢oiimon places‘are dvér,
ofted febl' somewlit at & 1085’ how to prodetd,



