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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

A LUMBERING DISTRICT OF THE NORTH.
WEST,

Sk, April 8,—Inmy last lotter, writen
from Derby’s house, Lnko Winuipeg, I uten.
tioned that we oxpected to reach tho mouth of
the Winnipeg river the next ovening. In thia
T intend to deseribe that dny's trip, with o
short description of tho lumbering country, and
nlso of the return journoy, L S
Our dircction, by campasy, was north-easterly,
and for afow miles after leaving Derby's was
over nhilly country, sparsely timbered with
young spruce trees,  We roon, however, reached
o more thickly wooded tract, and for tho first
timo gaw traces of tho lumbering regions of the
North Wost, Tho road ran through a twenty-
mile Iimit of Messrs Walkley & Burrows,
Spruce and tamarae trees of good sizo, straight
but not growing to any great height, wero
thick, Besides theso afew birch and poplar
trees were seattered hove and there amongst the
more valuable timber. Aboutsix miles from
our gtarting point wo cameo to Jackfish Iake.
This lake is about threoquarton of a mils wide,
o mile and o half long, aud hasan outlet by a
creck of tho same name flowing into Take
Winnipeg. L A r . . *

As womoved oyt from thecreek, we could
gco tho mouth of the Winnijeg river, and on
tho suuth side Whalkley & urmwa® mit  Our
coursa 1ay east along thelsh we of the lake, and
in a short timo we reached our destination
Tho Winnipeg River, directly about the mouth,
widens ~nt intna Jderp hay on rach side until
3t resembles a small luke more than a river.
The banke nn aach side are high, and eovared
with trees. Closs to the water thetimber is
chiefly poplar, but further back spruce and
tamarac abound  Messrs, Walkley & Bormowa
saw mill stands on a low sandy point exactly at
the mouth of thoriver. Tho mill is tho pioncer
eaw mill of Lake Winnipeg, and has been
ruming for nearly twelvoyears. It wasformer.
ly worked by Mr Macarthur, of Winnipeg-
but sinco the year 1878 has been leased to the
present propriotors,  During the past winter
Messrs. Walkloy & Burrows have, with com_
mendablo enterpriso, erccted an entirely new
building on the site once occupied by tho old
one, 'This building, built of spruce lamber, is
seventy-six feet by thirty-six feet, and will con.
tain o filty horse power engine, running one
circulsr saw and an edger. The capacity will be
nbout 20,000 fcet in ten hours. During the
winter Messrs. Walkley & Burrows have e
ployed about fifty mon in the woods and had
taken out about ,000,000 feod of uncut lumbeor.
these logs are on Catfish creck waiting for that
stream to open. Sawing will bo commenced
about tho first of May, and will continue night
and day until the supply is exhausted.

Running snme distanee up stream from the
gnouth the land each sido is taken up in the
Indian reserve knnwn as Fort Alexander. *

Just above n deep bay widons the river, and
av the upper end of this

THE MANITOU RATIDS COMMENCE.
These rapids are naviguble for small steamers
and ¢ York ” boats, and owing to the swiftness
of tha current are rarely eatirely frozen over in
tho winter time.  This winter portions of them
romained open until thoe very scvero weather of
a few weeks ago.  From this point, going up
the river the banks on Loth sides are high and
rocky, and covered with spruce and tmnarac
treces, alinost to the water's edge.  Tho river is
~vide and deep, and in tho summer tine the
sconery must bo exceptionally grand.  (f courso
Dbut a vory vaguo idea can be gathered of the
scenery in tho winter, but even thon it has a
peculiarly picturesque though bleak grandeur.
Eight 1nles from the mouth are the Pine falls
"The fall 3¢ perpendicular, and v only atwut ten
or twelvo feet high, It 13 baken by a small
avooded iland. Tho rer sy alweut 200 feet
~wide, aud on both sides is heavily timbored.
fTho fall fonms n natural water power for anoth-
or saw mill, that owned and worked by Messra,
Adams & Schunoidar,  The Pine fall, of course,
puts a stoppago to the havigation of tho atream,
oxcept in xunall boats and canoes, and in them
necesmtates a short ¢ portage.” A short dis.
tanco abuve tho fhue falls the river wgun
swidens, and the Great or Little Bear falls or
xapids occur, Al ve theso the river is neary
o quarter of a mile wide, and s studded with

siall, rocky islands, with a fow scrubby trees
growing on them,  Soven milea above tho Pino

falls aro
TIE BILVER FALLS,

and ono of tho prottiost and grandest picces of
scenery on tho Winnipeg river, if not in North
America.  Tho distanco between the banks on
cach pido is about three hundred yawde, whilo
the fall isnearly a quarter of amilo long. High
wnsses of ruck, their sumimnits anow.covered, are
piled in the course of tho strenm.  Theso causo
tho water to break and form soveral “‘chutes”
or rtapids, while tho foam, hurled  high
in the air, glitters in tho sun liko Lurnished
silver, thus giving, I suppose, tho name to tho
falls. Each bank is high and rocky, while
growing in tho crovices aro gigantic sprucetrecs,
and their sambro shadows on tho white snow,
the roar of tho wator, and tho wild and dreary
grandour of tho ecene, mako it an impressive
und over-to.-bo-romembered one.  Tho atill wat-
er near tho shores is frozen over, but out in the
stream tho rushing, tumbling water bids the
Frost King dofiance. Togs going down the
falls are, 1 am told, as completely denuded of
bark as if thoy had beon subjocted to tho kufo,
Tho ** trail” or road nbove Silver falls being
80 bad and rough T did not go further, but I
havo been informed that, counting the ones al.
ready mentioned, there are no less than thirty-
seven falls and rapids between Rat Portage and
tho mouth of the river.

The Iand around the Winmpeg river above
the Pino falls is too stonoy to admit of very
successful tillage, yet it has 1 1ts tamber anvth-
or sourco of wealth, Below tho falls just men.
tionod tho soat 18 moro valuable, and when cleat-
ed would make oxcellent farming land. The
xanmo may bo said concerning the soil on the
castorn shores of Lake Winnipeg.,  In addition
to tho comparativelyinoxhaustible timbersupply
thero is little Iand that, once cleared of brush,
cannot bo used for purposcs of husbandry. The
only drawback at present is tho difliculty of
reaching theso places in summor other than by
boat. This drawback may continue for years
yet, but I do not think that it will bo long be-
fore this region also receives its quota of settlera

I loft Fort Aloxander yesterday morning, on
my return journoy to Selkirk., This tino I
went further up the Catfish creek, and across to
Jackfish Inko, by another road known as
Beaupre's from a logging camp of that name
situated upon it. In travelling by this road I
passed through an oven finer stretch of Jumber-
ing country than on tho out-ward journoy. The
ground was more irregular, and hills abounded.
somo parts of it would, I considor, make more
than averago farming land, Thero is plonty of
poplar wood of a sizo sufficient to build log
houses. Tho spruce and tamarac suitable for
lumbering purposes havebeen pretty well thinned
out in the neighbourhood, but further to the
south there aro yet some heavy growths, Join-
ing the old *‘trmil” at Jackfish lake, we reached
old McLean’s about sunsot last evening, the
only episede on the road being a dinner frum a
part of & mnnse just killed by an Indian near
tho lake just mentioned. Making an carly start
this motning, we reached Selkirk about six
o'clock this ovening, and thus ended my trip
with “freighters.”~Mal

AN JMPORTANT DECISION.

Theo following is the verbatim roport of the
judgment of Mr. Justice Proudfoot in tho caso
of Hillinrd vs, Thurston, tried at the sitting of
the Chancery Division of the High Court of
Justice at Peterborough, on Friday, April 21st :

JUneueNT,—MR. Justick Prounroor—Sco-
tng the doubtful facts, it would have been
Letter of the case had bieen tried by a jury

There are twee or three questions to bo detor
mined. Tho first is whother this firo was caused
by sparhs fruin the steambuat, the next whether
thero was negligonco cither in construction or
manngement of the boat.

Wcll, 1 tinnk under all the varous prineiples
that aught to guido one in nrriving at a conclu.
L aton {potn facts sworn, and circumstances that
':xmmar in ovidenee, that I must necessarily con.
§ clde that the firo did result from the sparka
foran us sleawboat. It is just such ovidence
that would have been mpde use of and have
been properly admissablo to a jury incasoof a

man indicted for arson in selting ro to the

place, Then thero is tho numorous lot of
witnosses who tostify to the fact of tho steamer
parsing thoro alnost inmmodiately within 6 or
10 minutes afterwards—after tho firo burst ont,
There is no firo shown to have been in the
neighbourhoeod—not to have been within 30 or
40 rods or more, excopt the steambont's fire.

Thore is not even shown to bo & man with a
pipo going around looking at tho mll, or in the
noighbourhood of the mmll, and tho enly fire
within reasonnble distanco at all was that down
thonve of Green & BEllis', somo 30 or 40 rods
off. It was tho ncarest 3 T mn not euro but
what it was farther. 1 think it was Green &
Lllis* kaw mill ; uot cho shingle mill. 1t was
some 30 or 40 rods down tho river. It was most
favorable to defendant’s caso to show that the
stream of ae crossing Green & Ellis smoko
stack would not come within 30 or 40 rods of
tho south side of plaintiffs mill, and of course if
it would not come within that distance, it could
not send sparks to the mill.

So that it scems to mo that overy circum.
stanco in conncction with the occurrenco of the
fire would rather tend to show that it came
from tho stcambaat than from anything olse.

Thoro i3 another thing to bo borne-in mind in
that connection, which 1 mentioned during tho
aigument,~—the number of pounds of steamn
allowed Ly tho Inspector was &3, and it had
been up to 87 puunds, and they were bluwing it
off to get down to the 53 when passing the null,

Now 1t dues scom to mo that circunstances
rather weaken tho cffect of defendant’s testi.
nony, tor L can hardly suggasu that whea the
damper ci < they would have been ablo to
ra130 the steaus to that huglt. He tlls us the
damper was put on when stopped at Green &
Elis’ mill, by tho obstruction in front of that
mll, 1t must have beon cunsequently that thoy
put tho steam on after leaving and coming up
the stream, and bofore they reached this other
mll building, with full head of steam and two
pounds more.

Then we have ovidence also that when ful
steam was on, and the escapo pipe sending the
waste steam 1nto tho smoke stack, that it neces.
sarily caused a large draft of sparks up tho
chimney, and the lower screen was open and
there was nothing but the bonnet on top of the
smokestack, and the meshes about the bonnet,
as shown in the evidenco here, and a3 swomn to
by some of tho witncsses, would have permitted
the cscapo of sparks quite sufficient to havo sot
firo to the mill, especially in that very dry
perind. The defendant himself tells us it was
a period when the greatest care ought to be
taken, and when ho desired his men to exercise
the greatest care.

Well, I think that under these circumstances
it would bo going ngainst my own judgment to
find anything but that the fire had been caused
by the 1ssuoe of these sparks.

The noxt question is whether there was any
neghgence on the defezdant’s part either incon.
struction or management of the boat. It ixsaid
that tho boat was just as he had got it, and that
it was necessary, to run the boat, that he should
employ steam, and keep a smoke stack ; but I
do not know that a man is at liberty oven to
make or to buy a defective instrument, or a
dangerous instrument, and then say, oh, that is
just as 1 had 1t, and 1n order to make it uscful I
must use it. I don’t know that there is any-
thing in the law or in commmon senso that would
justify defendant in doing that. T don’t think
it would justify him in carrying & dangerous in.
strument of that kind among inflaimnable
property, without he had done tho best he could
to provent ovil consequences, and I think that
probably there will be found tho distinction be-
tween the cases cited by Mr Nass and those
cited by Mr Blake, that in the ease of railways
tho Legislature has authorized them to yun their
engines 1€ thev wen all «kilful and seientific
rrecautions to provent accidents, they arenog
affected, but the sam exemption docs not apply
tu o persun udng aiy of the other . rdinary
avocations of lifo which ho is not authorised to
de by the Legislature

Ho can only then rely upon the protection
given him by the comin lan.  Nuw the pro
toction o the cainmon law i» that yeu must
us0 your own property in such a way ay not to
injure your ncighbors, and here the defen.
dant must show that ho had used

his own property w0 as not to Jn
juro his neighbor, I supposo if he was going to
show that ho had done overyshing posmible,
within the rango of acience, within tho rango of
care, precaution and ekill, that e ran  hix
stonmer without injuring his ncighbers, that
ho might probably bo exompted, ntt X think
the ovidonco goes to show that thoro werevari
ous ways in which tho running of tho steam
boat might have beon improved.

T don't think it is necessary for the Adecision
of this caso to go into tho question of tho im
propor construction of tho boat, T will take
simply the immproper management of tho boat,
including in that management, tho modo in
which the steam was mado to escape, and 1
think that ono circumstanco nlono -of throwing
the cscaped steam into tho smokestack, when
it inight have been thrown otherwise, and
when tho uscfulness of ihe Wwat might have
been retained by making it otherwise when
passing inflammable preperty shows tasimprop-
er management.

That is a thing that might have been done,
and could havo beon done at a very small on
ponse, having the stenm deflected instead of
throwing it into tho smokestack, and would not.
have involved the defendant in any great
troublo.

Then defendant in tho part read from his ex
aunation, &ays that tho Juwer screen should
have been shut,at least that 1s tho way I under
stood it— that tho lower screon should havebeon
shut when passing the mill,

Now the cvidence hicre seoms tu mu tu bo cun
clusive that it was not so, that tho screen was
upen and that thery was notbang but the ounet
to protect it, and tho evidence of the other
witnesses is that that dainper would permit the
escapo of sparks quite suthcient to sct tre &
tho mill.

That evidenco given by Lane scems to mo
most important as to the head of steam. It
shows thoy were running the whole head of
steam that tho Inspector allowed, and that
could’nt bave been done without having.a full
fire, and tho full fire necessarily involved agreat
crowd of sparks. They were not visible, of
course, in the daytimo, but thoy must have
been there, and tho natural resul* .eems ta
havo followed, that they caused the re.

It is said this steamer was constructed .2 the
samo way as other steamers are on those waters,
I don’t think evidence has been given to bring
it within the same character of those other
vessels. It is not shown that the other vessels
wero constructed in the same way as this, that
tho boilor and engine wero of the same horss
power, in which case it requires a greater draft
to mako tho machinery avuilable,

Then with regard to the proper channel.
What would bo the proper channel inan ordin.
ary wind might not bo tho channel when aheavy
wind was blowing from westward,

Tho evidenco of the captain is merely that he
was more towards tho cast than towards the
west at the time of passing the mill. Well
that would be satisfied if ho was simply over
in the middle of the stream, .

Thon tho other witnesses. I think all the
other witnesses say tho proper channel is rather
towards tho west side than towards the cast,
ntt whether ho was in the proper channel or in
thoimproper channe), whether he was on the
cast or west side, he could not havo been more
than 30 or 40 feet from the middle, aud it 3ccms
to mo not at all impossiblo that the wind blow.
ing briskly from the west side of tho stream
wonld carry sparks of that.inagnitude and eause
it to cscapo through the wire gaug?, and sect
fire to inflammable property, inflammablo ag
gunpowder almost after a long heated spell in
July tn a distance of 30 or 40 feet.

Tho best conclugion I can como to1s that de-
fandant is responsiblo for this loss, and thero
will havo to bo a reference to tho Master to ay.
certain the amount of it,

The aboveis the jndgment as dsliverad herein

1aveR, KIDSEY AND BRIGHTS DISEASE.—A
medicine that destroys the germ or cause of
Bright's Discase, Diabotes, Kidney and Liver
Complaints, and has power to root them out of
tho systom, is abovo all price. Such & medicino
is Hop Bitters, and posotivo proof of this can

be found by one trial, or l:iy asking your neigh-
bors, who bave becn cured by it.



